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IGGO. 


A 


ISGO. 


MADE  li-r 

WEST  BBQOKFIELD,  JULY  4,  18G0. 

AT  THE  CJCLF.Rr.ATIOX  OF  711K 

TWO  HUJ(I)EEDTII  ANNIYEllSAltY 

OF  THK  SETTLKMENT  OF  THK 

TOWN  OF  BROOKFIELD.. 

BY  LYMAN  WHITING,  D.I). 


AYKST  BROOKFIELD: 

rnTNTi<:i>  ])Y  tiio.mas  moricy. 

1  8  6  9. 


/ 


F  Vflilting,  Lyman,  1817-1900. 

^^^'^^  ...  A  ])i-re]itenninl  oration  mndo  in  TVest  Brot^kfioM, 

July  4,  ISnO.  At  tin"'  celebration  of  the  two  ]inn«lr.''']r]i 
aniiiv(M-sa I'.v  of  tlio  sott'cjiKMil  of  the  town  of  TV/ookHel'L 
Bv  Lvm;ni  AVIiitint,^  ...  ^\Vc?.t  l^rool^fiekl  'M"as?.>  Printed 
bv  T."  Mon^v,  18(';9. 


en^-^  ^^^^ 


2  p.  1.,  i3i-92  p.   23^"^  . 

At  head  of  title:  1660.  1860. 


1.  Brookfie!'!.  ^^a"^s.— Hist. 

'  .-{111, 


7-2774: 


TO  THE 


INHABITANTS  NOV/  LIVING 


AND  WHO  MAY  HEREAFrER  DWELL  IN  THE  rRECINCTS  OF  THE  ANCIENT 


QUABOAG,   "ALIJAS  BROOKEFEILD,' 


HIS  OWN  LOVED  BIKTH-rLACE, 


THE  AUTIIOK 


DEDICATES  THIS   LABORIOUS  BUT  LOVED  TASK. 


LYMAN  WIIITLNG. 


0  li  A  T  I  0  N . 


This  is  a  day  for  salutations.  A  family,  scattered  throuirii 
a  nation  have  come  home.  Faces  and  names  are  recalled, 
and  by-gone  scenes  connected  with  them  spring  up  in  irrepi-es- 
sible,  glad  sui'prises.    Half-forgotten  acquaintances  of  youth, 

.  like  vines  after  gleaning,  hiding  here  and  tliere  a  cluster  over- 
looked, but  ripened  to  peculiar  s\veetness,  are  found  hy  each 
one  of  us.  The  ancient  hills,  the  old  j'ocks  and  trees  smile 
their  recoo;nitions.  The  bi'iirht  brooks  chatter  their  o-reetiu^s 
from  grassy  banks,  and  o/d  homesteails,  a  few, —  and  riciv  one::, 

•  many, —  oiler  winm'ng  welcomes  f]-om  opened  gate  and  door. 
A  o-lad  accost  beams  alike  from  the  lace  ol"  nature  ami  of  all 
the  dwellers  in  this  endeared  town-home. 

Welcome  home  !  "  you  say.     "  Glad  to  come  home  !  "  we 
reply,  for 

Joyfully  dear  is  the  homeward  track, 
If  we  arc  but  sure  of  a  wtlcouie  b:ick." 

The  Third  Juhih'c,  since  l^nglish  hands  and  luarts  made 
these  fields,  hills,  and  valleys  the  scenes  of  love's  great  care  and 
toil,  has  come.     We,  the  heirs  oi'  the  costly  estate,  asseiidile  to 
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cherisli  nnd  rejoice  in  it.  It  is  fitting  tljat  wl-  exchange  hearty 
salutations. 

This  done,  the  serious  heed  of  history  must  be  assumed, 
and  reverently  we  take  up  tlie  tasks  of  the  hour.  Begimiinir, 
like  curious  children,  at  the  mother's  knee,  we  ask  first,  1101'} 
this  came  to  be  a  town  ?  Wliat  led  our  fathers  here?  What 
fixed  their  choice  for  this  as  their  abode?  Why  was  Broolcjicld 
settled  ? 

These  questions  will  find  replies  in  part  further  back  than  recoi'd 
or  tradition  reaches.  In  that  Infinite  Counsel  which  turns  tlic 
hearts  of  men  as  rivers  of  water  are  turned,  is  a  cause  under- 
lying all  others;  and  though  grand  visible  laws  uku-  diselose 
the  methods,  and  men  may  seem  to  be  the  only  actors,  we 
really  do  little  in  stating  the  truth  of  any  history,  though  of  ju^t 
a  single  town  like  this,  until  we  discern  a  higher  j)(nv(.'r  ami 
wisdom,  and  ])lans  shaped  by  Ijoth  than  any  man  or  chiss 
of  men  have  devised.  God  is  in  history,  —  in  that  of  a  town- 
ship as  distinctly  as  in  that  of  an  empire. 

The  great  and  terrible  forces  impelling  our  forefathers  to  the 
New  World,  you  all  well  know.  The  impulses  whirli  scattered 
the  children  of  the  first  emigrants,  and  tlie  new-come  emigra- 
tions after  the  earliest,  from  the  lii'st  lionies  along  the  s^-a- 
coast,  —  are  not  as  familial*.  We,  lof)king  at  tli'  ir  ca<e,  a 
slender  chain  of  settlements  clinging  to  the  sea-side,  as  if  ium  .!- 
ing  land  and  sea  both,  to  supply  daily  food  ;  or  if,  tarry i?iL'  on 
the  thresh(dd  of  the  continent,  so  they  could  n^re  rea.lily  lk  v> 
back,  if  they  could  not  stay  here,  —  naturally  a-k,  Why  do 
not  those  coming  after,  in  orpial  pi'udence,  stay  with  tlii^  line 
of  j)lantations,  where  certain  su>tenanee,  and  all  tlx*  eomfoi'ts  — 
scanty  and  ]U)or,  indet'd  —  which  the  new  wctild  had,  wei-o 
gathered':'  In^teafl  olMlil-.  fi'-'in  all  the  sea-side  set tknu  iit<, 
the  impulse  for  a  we^tward  and  iidand  uiigralioM  earrieil  nearly 
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all  of  the  second  generation  from  tlie  lialf-furnisliefl  and  half- 
protected  homes  of  their  fathers,  into  the  deep  wilderness.  It  is 
a  constant  qnestion  in  pernsing  the  story  of  tlh'it  generation, 
what  shaped  these  paths  of  most  darina;,  and  seemingly  need- 
less removals  ?  No  doubt  the  marked  Saxon  love  of  land,  the 
craving  for  soil,  in  which  traditional  aristocracy,  dignity,  and 
weight  of  character  united  ;  and  the  common  pride  of  possession 
and  sense  of  independence,  puslied  the  yc)ung  men  of  those 
times  into  the  wild  lands  where  occujjancy  almost  gave  posses- 
sion. Large  estates  were  princely.  House  lots,  in  the  mai'i- 
time  settlements,  were  not  broad  enough  for  youth  with  the 
blood  and  birth  of  Piirflan  Pil^-rim  stirrin<i  them.  The  choice 
of  Quaboag  by  the  inhabitants  of  Ips'.vich,  wlio  tlien,  as  w(^ 
should  think,  had  ten  times  more  land  than  they  could  take  care 
of,  well  shows  this. 

The  first  selection  was  of  lands  along  the  sea-board,  as  be- 
fore mentioned,  where  united  the  advantages  of  ])roduction  and 
transport,  and  the  twofold  resources  for  sustenances — land  and 
sea.  The  broad  river,  and  its  rich  alluvial  basin,  with  meadows 
so  fi'iendlv  to  tillacre  :  the  stream  servino;  as  an  hii^diwav,  and 
■the  adjacent  highlands  offering  fuel,  pasturage  and  building 
material  was  the  second  choice.  The  third  selection,  \\  as  tlie 
regions  of  hills  and  ponds  with  connecting  rivers  bordered  by 
facile  meadows,  lying  between.  Many  of  the  adxantai^es  ol' 
sea-shore  and  river  valleys  united  in  tliest}.  The  historical  law  of 
the  early  settlement  was  formed  essentially  of  these  conditions. 
Up  and  down  the  New  i'^ngland  l)orders,  the  rugged  sea-coast 
first  wins  the  strangers  from  the  parent  land  ;  their  scms,  by  a 
daring  plunge,  reach  the  lair  Connect leut,  and  sjieedily  the  pros- 
perous settlements  adorn  the  (pieenly  valley  ;  and  then,  l)eLween 
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these  cxtrcmllios  in  locality,  —  if  not  in  qualities  of  cliaracter, 
otliers  settled  upon  the  niidwny  sunnnits,  nestling  ani(jng  tliese 
matchless  hills  and  valK^ys,  lying  like  a  hasket  of  i)onKgran- 
ates,  in  an  area  of  about  fifty  miles,  a  family  of  fruitful  hill-, 
exquisitely  rounded,  and  gemmed  with  clusters  of  ponds,  as  lair 
in  beauty  as  the  hills  are  noble  in  form. 

I  wonder  not  that  the  river  valley  first  won  the  com])anies 
of  land-fanciers,  and  those  searching  for  pleasing  homes.  The 
Queen  of  that  valley  was,  as  now,  fair  to  look  ujjon.  Ilcr 
waving  vestments  of  meadow  verdures,  her  stately  coronets  of 
hills  and  mountains,  were  enough  to  captivate  her  Saxon  suitors 
at  a  glance.  Nor  need  we  deny  that  among  them  were  many 
of  the  choicest  spirits  who  then  awaited  the  call  of  fields  ini- 
explored  and  of  lands  unmeasured.  But  that  some,  on  tlieir 
journeys  thither,  discenied  the  less  showy  and  less  \vinin"ng 
charms  of  Quaboag  —  the  land  of  hills  and  lakes  —  sturdier  in 
aspect,  and  so  summoning  higher  valor  in  the  settler,  need  not 
surprise  us. 

Tidings  of  this  very  marked  regioii  doubtless  found  their 
way  to  the  sea-side  settlements  through  the  explorers  and  lead- 
ers of  the  emigrations  to  the  "  River,"  as  its  region  was  tlien 
termed  ;  and  when  the  first  wave  had  spent  itself  at  llartlord, 
Windsor,  Springfield  and  Hadley,  the  next  one  j)aused  among 
the  singidarly  charming  swells  and  meadows  of  Brookticld. 

For  fifteen  years  the  rugged  })ath  between  Dorchester  and 
Cambridge,  and  the  settlements  made  from  them  on  the  lii\e)\ 
had  been  kept  o])en  by  the  infrequent  jem-neyings  between 
these  extremes  of  colonial  settlement.  lUit  the  land-hunger 
craved  fresh  spaces.  On  the  31st  of  May  l^iiiO,  in  the  second 
year  of  the  Colony  of  I\lassacliu>etts  Ihiy,  is  found  tlie  head- 
ing in  the  uKDgin,  "  l])suich  new  phmtacon." 
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*'Tii  uns^  to  tlio  ])r^tir()ii  of  S(Mionill  tlic  inliahitants  of  Ij.-wicli, 
tliis  Court  ju(lLj;('tli  it  mceto  to  ;^-i';uint  the  jx'titioiuTs  sixc  inilcs 
square,  or  so  iniicli  land  as  shall  be  contrjncj  in  sueli  a  coinpa-^se, 
ill  a  ])lace  nere  Quobo^fi;  Ponds,  jn'ovided  tliev  liauc  twentv 
famllyes  there  I'esident  w'^'in  three  yeeres,  Sc  that  th.ey  haue  au 
able  minister  setled  there  \v^''in  t]i(>  sajil  ternie,  sucli  as  this 
Court  shall  appi-oove,  and  tliat  tliev  make  due  provi.ssion  in 
some  way  or  other  for  the  future,  either  by  settini:;  a  }»ai"t  of 
laud,  or  else  shall  be  thought  meete  f  )r  the  eontiinianc-e  of 
the  ministry  amongst  them  ;  and  that  if  they  'shall  faih;  in  any 
of  the  partieculars  abouc  mentioned,  this  graunt  of  the  Court 
to  be  voyd  &  of  none  eilect." 

Wliat  did  the  Ipswleh  ]ieople  want  of  Podnnh  l:ind<,  oue 
hundred  miles  from  their  homes?  The  passion  fti-  land,  as 
before  named,  is  partly  the  answer.  Their  petition  to  the 
General  Court  begins  — 

"  Forasmuch  as  it  is  found  1)y  Daylv  ex]iei*ie]K'e  that  the 
common  Lands  of  this  Towne  (Ipswieh)  are  ovei'bui-deneil  ly 
the  nndtiplying  dwelling  houses  contrary  to  the  ti'ue  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  first  lubahitants  in  theii-  gi-antin<j  i>lMK>use  lotts 
and  other  lands  to  such  as  came  amongst  tluMU,  to  the  end  sucii 
inconvenience  may  be  prevented  "  — 

■  From  the  last  run  of  Western  land  fe\  er  back  to  earlie.-t  an- 
nals, the  symptoms  and  foi'ins  are  nmch  the  same.  A  curiuns 
poem,  dated  twelve  years  before  this  grant,  entitled  "  (iodd 
News  from  New  Englaurl,''  so  admirably  reciters  tlu'  modes  of 
land  trade  at  that  day,  that  I  will  jjlace  a  j^ortiou  of  it  ]\cw  : 

Dcli^rlitfull  to  tlic  eye  di'l  lyo  tlio  wonds  aiul  iiicl'nvcs  ero«uio, 

The  \y.\t]\<  uutn.'l  In'  ni:in  ami  be;u;t,  bolli  Muoutli  ami  clenly  soejic. 
Most  ii\eii  imlimlol  till  this  time,  for  larp^e  I.ukI.s  Ivip'S  sue, 

II.ul  not  restraint  knockt  of  tlieir  haivls,  too  h'v^  their  ferines  h  vl  prrw. 
Give  earc  I  pniy  unto  the  ])raise  set  on  a  new  IMantation, 

Fiist  for  the  meilow  sirs  s;)ys  etie,  T  have  fniin-l  such  a  station. 
Where  ^rass  tloth  jrrow  as  hiLrh  as  I,  ronml  stallxcs  ami  very  tliickc. 

No  ha>ioeks  but  a  iK'ttmu  plain,  Carts  eainint  tluivin  stiek. 
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Boatos  may  como  u])  unto  our  (lr)ors,  the  Creoles  convonicnt  lyc,- 

Fisli  ])lenty  taken  in  them  arc,  phxiiis  ph.wulilc  haril  hy. 
No  bush  iior  roots  to  hinder  thcia,  yet  stately  timber  L?, 

lu  every  s^vaIup,  yea  uplands  too,  most  clobberd  trocs  I  vrL<?. 
Clay  there  for  bricke  and  tile,  pot-earth  with  case,  and  store. 

Some  men  suppose  black  leaxl  is  there,  silver  and  copper  o'rc. 
Carry  but  guns,  and  -Nvild  fowlc  •ss'ill  be  brought  unto  our  dishes. 

Venison  and  Jloose  you  there  may  catch  accordbip  to  yoiu*  w-ithes. 
All  creatures  thrive  exceeding  ^vell.  Goats,  S\\-ine,  and  sheep  for  meat. 

Horse,  Cows,  and  Calves  cnorease  as  well,  tber's  store  of  Knglish  wheat; 
Five,  seven,  or  nine  old  Planters  doe  U\ko  up  their  station  first. 

Whose  property  is  not  to  share  unto  tlieuisolves  the  worst. 
Their  Cottngcs  like  Crows  nests  built,  new  commers  goods  attain. 

For  mens  accommodation  sake,  they  truck  their  seats  for  gainc. 
Come  buy  my  house,  here  you  may  have,  niucli  niedov.-  at  youre  dorc, 

'T  will  be  dearer  if  you  stay  till,  the  land  be  planted  o're. 
See  you  that  garden-plat  inclos'd,  Pumkins  there  hundreds  arc, 

Parsnips  and  roots,  with  Cabiges,  grow  in  great  i)lenty  there. 
Lay  out  an  Inmdrc^l  pound  or  two,  you  shall  have  such  a  seat, 

When  you  have  planted  but  one  crop,  yuu  cannot  want  for  nieato. 
This  praise  doth  make  the  purchaser  his  gold  and  silver  throw, 

Into  his  hand  for  house  and  land  that  yet  he  did  not  know. 
Unseen,  and  yet  [so]  sudden  bought,  when  once  the  sale  wa?  ended, 

His  purchase  makes  him  misse  of  more,  with  gifts  he's  not  befnmdc^l 
One  he  hath  friends  to  praise  his  parts,  iiis  lot  shall  larger  Ix;, 

For  uscfull  men  are  highly  prizM,  such  shall  sell  two  or  three 
Insatiate  minds  for  mellow,  and  bc-t  land  they  could  attain. 

Hath  caused  Townes,  laud  lay  by  lot,  I  wi^h  it  were  not  vainc. 

—Masi:  [list.  Coll.  Vol  I.  5.  -1. 

It  is  possible  a  cabin  or  two  may  liavo  sheltcrocl  sonic  clarinf:; 
pioneer  before  this  grant,  but  it  Is  quite  doubtful.  It  was  really 
a  land  speculation.  Room  for  cattle,  and  fjundlu::  a  n(>w  plan- 
tation—  a  Western  Ixcserve  to  the  eini;^rants  of  that  day,  wlio 
would  escape  the  tedious  and  ptM'ilous  addition  ol"  the  jom-nc-y 
to  the  Illinois,  —  the  Connectieut  valley. 

It  proved  a  rare  resolution  indeed,  undei-  any  iinpidse,  to  t;irry 
in  this  settlement.  It  wa-^  a  ]>eril<)Us  solitude.  Thirty  miles 
eastward  was  Lancaster,  as  ftr  westward,  Spriu^field,  and  these 
iU)t  only  the  nearest  but  the  only  ueiLdd^ors:  and  strouLT  a^  were 
the  affections  between  the  settlements,  Ii..w  loui:  in  comiui:  must 
succor  be  in  the  day  of  ti-ouhle,  thr<)Ui:h  tliat  hou-elr>s,  i-uadlcss, 
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almost  pathless  wilderness.  Rivers,  swuinps,  dens  of  wild  Insists, 
and  haunts  of  men  more  terrible,  divided  these  feeble  bands. 
What  a  race  of  Greatliearts  led  and  defended  the  ance^^tries 
of  these  now  wide-spread  families  ! 

It  was  a  true  heroism  to  tarry  a  night  here,  for  yonder  quiet 
stream  creeping  down  the  valley,  like  a  silver  thread,  into  the 
Wickaboag,  would  guide  the  settler  to  the  chief  seat  "  of  the 
Nipmucs, —  but  a  morning's  run  distant.  This  tribe  ranged 
more  territory,  and  were  more  numerous  than  any  of  the  New 
England  Indians  except  the  Narragansetts.  Elliot,  ten  years 
before,  spoke  of  Nipmuck  as  "  A  gi'eat  country  lying  between 
Conncctacot  and  the  Massachusetts,  called  Nipnet,  where  there 
be  many  Indians  dispersed."  The  terrible  pestilence  had,  how- 
ever, crippled  the  tribe  into  some  subjection  to  their  lu'ighbors 
who  had  escaped  the  scourge.  In  a  letter  of  William  Vyw- 
chon  to  G  )V.  Dudley,  dated  May  1G4S,  about  some  murderers 
in  the  region,  he  says,  "  There  are  several  small  factions  of 
Quaboag,  and  in  all  near  places  tliere  are  other  small  hu^tions. 
No  one  faction  doth  I'ule  all."  Gookin,  a  choice  authoi-ity  in 
one  class  of  Indian  anti([ulties,  counts  (Quaboag  as  one  of  the 
ten  villages  of  Christian  converts  within  the  Nipmuck  coun- 
try. "  Their  character  was  more  gentle  and  peaceful  than 
generally  belongs  to  savage  life."  If  they  were  pra//iii^-  Indians, 
or  if  some  of  them  had  received  the  gospel,  this  was  doubt  less 
true  ;  but  factions  are  always  (pi;irrelsome,  and  often  unite  only 
to  prevail  over  aconnnon  enemy,  as  oui"  fathers  sorrowfully  learn- 
ed from  these. 

The  settlement  was  not  at  first  a  favoi'Ite  to  emigrants.  'I'he 
errant  failed  to  win  settlers  enou'j;h  to  meet  the  conditions  of 
tenure. 

Perha]>s  a  grant  soon  aftei-  [in'"!!]  made  In  Ix-half  of  the  In- 
dians ol'  IVitikoo-kupog  'Miere  (^uoboag,"  a  plantation  not  i  \- 
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ccedlng  "  fower  thonsaiicl  acres  ami  tliat  it  itrtju«licc  nol  Ips- 
wicli  grant"  —  delayed  somewhat  tlie  settling  here,  riainly 
some  pr(»jiKlIce turned  the  restless  emigrants  of  that  day 
from  here,  for  May  15,  IGGT,  an  extremely  disconraging  record 
is  made  of  the  place  by  the  General  Court. 

"  This  Court,  hauing  pervscd  the  'grant  which  the  Cenerall 
Court  made  anno  IGGO  to  the  first  vndertakers  fur  that  pl.irc 
doe  finde  tliat<  1.  By  tlieir  non  observance  of  the  condition  of 
their  grant,  the  same  is  altogether  voyd,  &  that  now  the  order- 
ing &  dis])0sing  thereof  is  wholly  in  this  Courts  power. 

2.  Considering  that  there  is  already  at  (iuabauge  id)out  sixe 
or  seven  familyes,  Sc  that  the  place  may  be  capable  of  reci^lving 
many  more,  this  Court  will  readily  grant  tliem  the  liberty  ot"  a 
touneshij)  when  they  shall  be  in  a  iHt  capacity. 

3.  In  the  meane  time  this  Court  appoints  Ca]j^  John  Tin- 
chon,  John  Aires,  W^"  I^rlchard,  liichard  Coy,  Sz  John  Young- 
low,  or  any  three  of  them,  whereof  Caj)*'  Pinchon  to  be  oiu'  of 
the  three,  who  shall  haue  power  to  admitt  inhabitants,  grant 
lands,  &  to  order  all  the  prudentiall  atlayres  of  the  phu-e  in  all 
respects,  vntill  it  shall  appeare  that  the  place  shall  be  so  far 
setled  w^'^  able  men  as  that  this  Court  may  judge  meete  to  gl\'e 
them  the  full  liberty  of  a  touneship  according  to  lawe. 

■4.  Because  the  iidiabitants  of  Ipswic-li  matle  the  first  motiMii 
for  that  plantation,  &  some  of  them  haue  hinn  at  (.  liargcs  ahout 
it,  although  by  their  remisse  prosecaition  they  haue  iu)w  h»t  all 
their  right,  yet,  such  of  them  as  shall  setle  there  by  mid>nnuni'r 
come  twelue  moneth,  thev  shall  haue  an  interest  in  the  lan.U 
there  in  j)roportion  w"'  others  ;  hut  if  by  that  time  they  shall 
not  bo  there  setled,  they  shall  then  loose  their  lamU,  and  all 
their  charges  w^''  thev  haue  been  at  vpon  y'"  jilace. 

5.  'J'hey  are  to  take  care  for  the  getting  and  maynteyning  of 
a  godly  minister"  among  them,  and  that  no  t'\  ill  pi-i'sons,  ene- 
mjes  to  tlu^  lawe  of  this  comon  wcale  in  judiMUont  o]-  practice, 
be  reccaued  as  iidiabitants. 

G.  For  promoting  of  the  albresajd  plantation,  and  incourage- 
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ineut  tliert'of,  tliis  Court  doetli  now  o-raiit  tli:it  plantation  seven 
yeares  freedom  from  all  [)ul)liek  rates  and  taxes  to  the  count rv, 
provided  those  inhabitants  of  Ipswich  W^''  intend  to  i/i/ni/jila/Us 
of  Ipswich  yf^^  jtUcnd  to  inhnbit  at  Quabaugc  by  nn'd-Mumner 
come  twelue  month  doe  enirafre  to  irive  seciu'ity  to  the  abouesuid 
comittee,  w'Mn  three  moneths  after  the  date  liereof,  that  they 
will  performe  accordingly,  that  so  others  that  would  setlc  there 
may  not  be  hindrcd." 

This  legislative  rebuke  and  free  handling  of  the  i)roJector3 
of  the  settlement  was  not  witliout  effect.  They  doubtle-s  be- 
stirred themselves  to  meet  the  new  condition,  and  the  commit- 
tee wdio  were  mostly  on  the  "River"  were  no  doubt  nuidi 
wiser  managers  of  affairs  than  the  Ipswich  projectors.  'J'he 
growth  was  such  that  in  1673,  the  Court  entrusted  them  with 
a  town  name  and  estate. 

"  In  ans^  to  the  petition  of  the  iidiabitants  of  Quoljauge,  the 
Court  judgetli  it  meete  to  grant  their  re^]uest,  i.  e.  the  liberty 
&  priuiledge  of  a  toune^hip,  and  tnat  tne  name  thereof  be 
Brookfeild,  provided  they  divide  not  the  whole  lands  cjf  tlie 
touneship  till  they  be  forty  or  fiuety  familyes  ;  in  the  mean  t!me 
that  theii-  dividings  one  to  another  exceede  not  two  hunch-ed 
acres  to  any  present  iidiabitant." 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  language  in  the  od  section 
of  the  Act  of  1077,  appointing  a  connnltt.'e  untill  it  sliall  aj)- 
peare  that  the  i)lace  shall  be  so  farr  setled  w"'  abk'  men  as  that 
the  Court  may  judge  meete  to  give  them  the  full  lib^i-ty  ot  a 
touneship  accoixling  to  law/'  —  and  then  n'a]ipointing  the  com- 
mittee in  the  act  of  erection,  and  again  doing  it  ninrtfou  yrars 
after,  (1()*,)2)  some  of  the  same  per>ons  lidding  tlu-  ofiico -1 1 
years,  or  mitil  1 718.  Wen-  tliei-e  im-n  ibnd  of  ]. lace  and  o( 
profitable  ollices  among  even  our  latlu-rs  ?  The  inhabit;iiit<  did 
not  be^in  to  hold  nu-etings,  or  to  act  witli  the  connnitlee,  until 
the  bejjiinnin;;;  of  the  next  century  (17<><)). 
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The  River  settlers  must  liave  entei'cd  into  ;i  partnersliij)  with 
the  I])s\vich  ])lanters,  or  else  a  most  admirable  amity  and  care 
for  tlic  common  good  ])revailed,  for  by  a  deed  dated  10th  No- 
vember 1G65,  Ensign  Thomas  Cooper  of  Springfield  bonglit  the 
land  of  measurement  indefinite  if  not  limitless,  "  together  with  the 
trees,  waters,  stones,  profits,  commodities  and  ad\  antages  there- 
of, for  himself  and  for  the  present  planters  of  Quaboag,"  of  one 
Shattoockquis  for  300  fathom  of  wani])\un.  Who  directed  this 
purchase  or  wdiy  it  was  made  is  not  a})]xarent.  I\Ir.  Cooper  in 
his  deed  of  transfer  given  after  the  act  incorporating  the  town 
was  passed,  declares  that  his  "  acting  in  the  premises  was  only 
in  the  behalf  of,  and  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Quaboag,"  etc.  But  the  Court  had  already  granted  over  and 
over  the  lands.  AVho  paid  the  wam})um, —  the  ])roprietors,  or  the 
settlers,  or  Mr.  Cooi)er?  Was  this  purchase  merely  to  pacify 
the  Indians,  and  justify  the  occupancy  of  the  land  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  local  tribes  ?  If  it  satisfied  them,  a  mei'cantile  jus- 
tice was  done  by  it,  but  that  they  did  not  under.^taiid  it  as  an 
agreement  to  abandon  these  favurite  liaimts,  is  plain  from  their 
staying,  just  as  they  had  done,  on  the  soil. 

This  transfer  (no  price  is  named)  was  made  to  John  Warner, 
Kichard  Coye  and  William  Pritchard,  —  "  to  the  iuhal)itauts  of 
Brookfield  aforesaid,  and  to  their  successors  and  their  h-.'irs  for- 
ever." This  deed  is  recorded  in  Hampshire  County,  subscribed 
December  19,  1G73,  by  Lieutenant  Thomas  Cooper.  Two  years 
after  this  act  of  General  Coui't,  a  meeting  house  is  fnnul  in 
possession  of  the  twenty  families,"  and  although  no  inini.>ter  is 
discerned  among  them,  yet  the  erection  of  the  lu)use  of  wor.-hip 
assures  us  that  the  word  of  Cod  was  then  invaclu'd  and  his 
praises  sung  amid  llu>  weai-i<onu>  soiituiU'. 

I>ut  their  (lav  ol'  trial  was  at  hand.  Itwastndya  terri]>le 
day  to  meet.     King  IMiilip  selected  either  the  1  ndlans  dwelling 
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Iicrc  as  special  coiirodorates,  or  tin's  lonely  settlcMntMit  for  an  early 
victim  to  his  extcrniiiuitlng  conspiracy.  Pcriiaps  the  two 
united  in  his  wary  ])lot.  Let  ns  trace  carefally  tliis  chapter  of 
woe. 

Philip,  sachem  of  Mt.  Hope,  — the  landmark  of  the  region  of 
the  now  beautiful  town  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  between  the  charming 
waters  of  Mount  Hope  and  Narragansett  l>ays,  —  perpetuated 
his  father  jNIassasoit's  temper  toward  the  English,  and  esj)eclally 
toward  their  flivorite  theme  —  religion.  He  "rejected  with  dis- 
dain "  the  pro})Osal  to  have  the  apostle  Ehot  preach.  Mather 
says,  "^once,  taking  hold  of  the  apostle's  coat,  he  said,  '  I  care 
no  more  for  the  gospel  than  for  that  button  Yet  G(»()kin 
testifies  that  he  had  heard  expressions  from  Philip  showing  that 
Ills  conscience  was  moved.  We  hope  it  was  so,  indeed  that  may 
account  in  part  for  the  intense  fury  of  his  nunements.  I 
strongly  suspect  some  yet  untold  and  secret  enmity  like  a  hidden 
brand,  infuriated  this  subtle  chieftain.  So  large  and  deadly  a 
plan  demanded  imjnilses  to  frame  and  execute  it  unknown  to  the 
savage  in  his  usual  warfare.  In  eager  h()])efnlnes-,  1  ha\  e  con- 
sidered the  plea  of  reluctant  consent,  and  of  tender  m()^  Ings 
toward  the  English,  —  put  in  for  him,  — and  that  he  was  more 
the  executor  i\v.\\\  projector  of  tlic  bloody  work.  May  it 
finally  be  found  to  be  so. 

But  an  enthusiasm  in  cmnlty,  that  coidd  blend  and  inflnme 
all  the  factions  "  and  scattered  families  of  savages  who  joined 
with  Philip,  had  no  doubtful  or  iiavsolute  original  projector. 

The  part  that  bloody  Jesuit,  Baron  Ca>tlne, —  with  his  troops 

of  Indian  waives  and  Popish  priests, —  had  in  it,  was  no  doubt  a 

Jesuit's  part  against  I'rotestantlsm.    Certain  it  is  the  Indians 

were  trained  in  the  use  of  firearms,  ami  sur])i  i>ed  the  Ihigli^h 

by  their  su})ply  of  them  and  >klll  in  u-lng  tluMu,  before  It  was 

known  that,  I'rom  that  h'rench  nobleman's  cattle  on  the  Penol> 
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scot  river,  lliese  deadly  nilssihs  were  frcc^ly  riirni.difd  to  tlie 
savao;es  to  be  used  ao;aiiist  the  En'di>Ii.  Jiut  it'  we  eainmi.  uii- 
veil  tlie  tei'rible  iinjjulse  moving-  this  extirpating  saehciii,  his 
terrible  deeds  written  in  tlie  blood  of  our  i'atlicrs  and  niotluTs, 
and  echoing  in  slirieks  and  sighs  to  our  day,  connnend  tlie  annal- 
ist to  fidelit}'  of  record. 

Suggestions  of  a  wide-spread  confederacy  against  tlie  J:]ngli-h 
had  been  dro{)ped  here  and  there,  awakiiig  the  settlers  to  })ru- 
dent  concern,  if  not  to  watchfulness. 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  "Waban,  the  princijial  ruler  of  the 
praying  Indians  living  at  Natic,  came  to  one  of  tlie  magistrates 
on  purpose,  and  informed  him  that  he  had  ground  to  fear  that 
Sachem  Phili})  and  other  Indians,  his  confederates,  inteiukd 
some  mischief  shoi'tly  to  the  English,  and  Christian  InrliaiH." 
In  May  he  repeated  the  v»-arning.  "  Others  of  the  Cln  i>tian 
Indians  did  speake  the  same,  and  that  when  the  woods  were 
grown  thick  with  green  trees  "  the  work  would  begin.  These 
warnings  ])roved  true,  for  in  mid  July  (l-lth)  four  or  fi\e  men 
wore  suddenly  attacked  and  killed  in  Mendon.  Tlii>  starlKd 
the  Massachusetts  settlements,  and  put  tlie  government  into  ear- 
liest action.  ''Blood  ^^■as  never  shed  in  Massachusetts  in  a  way 
of  hostility  before  this  day,'' says  Mather.  Tin-  deetl  is  ax-ribed 
to  Matoonus  —  "a  grave  and  sober  Indian  appointed  by  Ci(M.kin 
a  constable  of  Pakaclioag  "  (part  of  Worcester  and  Ward,  now 
Auburn.)  Ilis  son  four  yeai's  betbre  had  been  executed  for  the 
murder  of  an  I'^nglishman,  and  his  head  set  up  on  a  pole"  — 
a  feai'lid  sting  to  Indian  \  indictiveness,  —  and  this  slaughtei-  is 
claimed  to  have  been  tlu*  fithei-"s  re\enge  for  that  aggravated 
justice.  The  tidings  got  to  Jio-ton  next  day  at  Lecture  time, 
in  the  midst  of  the  Sermon,''  and  consternation  spread  with 
them. 

A   few  days  after,  IMiIiip  narrowly  escaped   from  l"*ocasset 
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swamp,  and  witli  a  few  chiefs  reached  the  Nipiniicl^  country, 
evcrywliere  stirrhiir  tlie  Indians  to  thirst  for  ]^2n«fhsh  ijlijod. 
The  government  also,  knowing  tlie  consequences  of  the  In- 
dians hereabouts  unitino;  in  such  a  strife,  but  not  knowin^^  tliat 
Phihp  had  preceded  them,  sent  Ephraim  Curtis,  whom  Lin(*ohi 
styles  "  the  first  settk'r  of  V\^orcesler,"  —  to  observe  and  confirm 
all  friendly  disposition  among  them.  On  the  24th  of  July  he 
had  an  interview  with  four  of  their  sachems  here,  they 
promising  to  continue  in  peace.  They  would  make  a  new  treaty 
to  that  effect.  To  make  sure  of  these  good  omens,  the  govern- 
ment very  promptly  sent  Capt.  Edward  Hutchinson  as  an  am- 
bassador to  secure  the  promised  fidelity. 

It  was  a  wise  selection  on  the  ground  of  much  friendly  ac- 
quaintance with  these  capricious  and  treacherous  neighbors. 
Capt.  Thomas  Wheeler  commanding  twenty  men  or  more," 
as  escorts,  with  three  christian  Indians,  to  help  as  guides  and 
interpreters,  attended  him.  They  set  out  from  Cambridge,  28th 
July.  "  Passing,"  says  one  the  forsaken  wigwams  of  the 
Savages  who  had  fled  before  to  concentrate  power  for  a  heavy 
blow  at  Brookfield,"  which  they  "  reached  Lord's  day  Aug.  1st. 
about  noon,"  and  not  remembering  to  hallow  the  day  accord- 
iiio;  to  the  commandment,  sent  at  once  four  men  to  inform 
the  Indians  of  their  errand  ;  not  any  harm  to  them,  but 
a  message  from  the  Honored  Governor  and  Council,  desiring 
tlie  promised  league  for  peace. 

The  Indians  met  these  men  with  great  uproar,  and  "an  hun- 
dred and  fifty  fighting  men  "  gathered  about  them.  The 
young  men  amongst  them  were  sU)ut  in  their  speeches,  and  sur- 
ly in  their  carriage." 

After  brief  parky,  "  some  of  the  chief  Sachems  "  promised 
to  meet  the  messengers  the  next  morning  "-about  8  ot  the  cloek 
upon  a  plain  within  three  miles  <.)f  Urookiield."    Some  ol  these 
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Indians  knew  Capt.  ITutrliinson  personally,  liaviiin;  worked  on 
his  farm.  They  would  speak  with  none  but  Capt.  11.  liini- 
sclf." 

The  suspicious  appearances  "  did  much  discourage  divers  of 
the  company,"  says  Wheeler,  but  Hutchinson  feeliiii:,  no 
doubt,  the  great  urgency  of  the  case  and  his  personal  stake 
in  the  success  of  his  mission,  and  being  also  persuaded  by  the 
over  confidence  of  the  Brookfield  men,  resolved  to  go  out  to  meet 
them.  Early  on  tliat  sorrowful  morning, —  ]\londav,  Aug.  2(1., 
as  we  picture  the  scene,  anxious  countenances  and  few  words, 
and  silent  pre])arations  marked  the  hour.  Hutchinson,  thouglitlul, 
inquisitive,  foreboding,  is  in  consultation  much  of  the  time.  The 
little  band  of  two  captains  and  twenty  soldiers,  with  guns  and 
pistols,  and  uniform,  the  three  Indian  guides,  —  a  great  sight 
in  the  lonely  Settlement,  —  and  three  of  the  principal  inliabi- 
tants  of  that  town  marched." 

It  must  have  been  a  morning  of  bodeful  gloom,  especially 
to  the  women  and  children,  and  to  the  troops  also,  as  waichl'ully 
they  descended  yon  hill-sides,  and  filed  into  the  thick-  wood, 
hiding  their  path  from  those  left  behind.  They  came  to  the 
spot  agreed  on.  Not  an  Indian  was  there.  Former  susjiieions 
strengthen.  They  gather  in  a  circle,  and  in  low  undertone  in- 
quire of  each  other,  what  shall  be  done  ?  (Indian  scnti-ios  no 
doubt  all  the  time  were  watching  them.)  The  former  argu- 
ments are  gone  over, —  afdseissue  was  ])ut  upon  this  hick  oC  In- 
dian faith,  and  the  three  lirookliold  men  strongly  uigrd 
their  good  will,  especially  [)leading  that  Dax  id,  a  great  friend  to 
the  English,  was  one  of  the  chief  sachems. 

It  was  a  solenm  halt.  The  order  to  march,  ti-emulous  and 
lialf  stilled  by  the  dense  thicket  is  givc>n,  and  in  Ixidi-lid  siK-nee 
they  advance  towards  a  swamp  wlu're  ilu'  Indians  tlion  were.'' 
It  is  such  a  thicket  that  they  v.wi  marc-h  only  in  a  single  file. 
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"  About  sixty  or  seventy  rods  "  are  tlius  tlireadcd.  wlicii  a  sliarp 
whoop  pierces  tlie  silence  —  a  score  of  muskets  fia^li  aud  roar, 
• — arrows  whizz,  and  the  thicket  is  instantly  alive  with  murder- 
ous savages.  Yells  and  war-cries  terrify  man  and  hoi-se. 
Tomahawks  gleam,  —  guns  blaze,  painted  warriors  s})ring  like 
tigers  from  lurking  places,  and  the  terrors  of  an  Indian  onset 
fill  the  gloomy  defile,  —  and,  alas  the  result  I  Eight  white  men 
reel  and  groan  in  mortal  agony.  The  three  Ijrookficld  men  are 
among  the  fallen.  They  are  Sergeant  John  Ayres,  Sergeant 
Joseph  Pritchard,  and  Corporal  John  Coye  ;  also  rhilli])s  of 
Boston,  Farley  of  Billerica,  Coleborn  of  Chelmsford,  Sme(lly 
of  Concord,  and  Ilapgood  of  Sudbury.  Five  others  were 
wounded,  among  them  both  the  captains,  Hutchinson  and 
Wheeler,  and  his  son  Thomas.  Flight  was  their  onl}-  hope. 
One  of  the  christian  Indians  warned  Wheeler,  now  chief  in 
command,  not  to  go  back  the  way  they  came,  as  it  was  In- 
dian strategy  to  throng  the  path  of  retreat,  with  their 
surest  marksman,  when  'twas  the  same  as  that  of  ajiproaeh. 
This  counsel,  and  the  adroit  guidance  by  the  same  Indian,  throu-h 
a  long  circuit  from  the  valley,  ])robably  saved  the  remainder. 
The  only  prisoner  captured  by  the  Indians,  was  one  of  the  three 
guides,  a  christian  Indian  named  George.  Capt.  Wheeler  bad- 
ly wounded,  was  rescued  by  his  intrej)Id  son,  who  with  a  fiac- 
tured  arm,  helped  his  lather  from  his  wounded  horse  to  mount 
his  own  ;  and  then  catching  another,  whose  rider  had  been 
killed,  achieved  thus  their  escai)e. 

The  scene  of  this  bloody  ambush  caimot  be  fixed  with  cer- 
tainty. A  recent  ins})ection  with  Wlu-eler's  narrative  in  hand 
however,  quite  assui'es  me  that  tradition  rightly  ])oInts  to  the 
defile  from  the  head  (•('  Wickaboag  pond,  (•I■o-^i^g  the  ]»reseut 
town  line  into  New  Hraintree.  Nature  seldom  builds  a  better 
trap  for  the  use  of  the  Indian  wariior  than  !->  lound  there.      1  lie 
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local  features  visible  now,  tamed  as  they  are  by  clearinci;  and 
tillage,  meet  the  coiiditloiis  of  the  narrative  very  fully.  The 
deep  winding  valley.  multi})lying  by  its  crooks  the  shelters  for 
an  ambuscade ;  its  round  isolated  hills,  —  as  good  as  so  many 
breast\voi4vS  to  these  forest  marksmen,  —  the  adjacent  summits 
rising  tier  above  tier,  so  that  those  posted  on  them  could  shoot 
over  the  heads  of  those  below,  upon  the  victims  in  the  valley  ; 
and  all  overlooking  the  movements  of  tlie  troo})s  on  the  haid^s 
of  the  brook,  and  over  all  these  spread  the  net-work  of  woods, 
underbush,  crags  and  broken  ledge  ;  and  that  gorge  equals  in 
available  facilities  for  an  Indian  ambuscade  any  spot  ever  ex- 
amined. As  it  now  lies,  softened  by  the  culture  of  nearly 
two  centuries,  and  relieved  of  what  must  have  been  its  bodeful 
gloom  and  hideous  grandeur,  it  is  a  rare  scene  for  art,  oller- 
ing  uncommon  combinations  of  quiet  force  and  rude  grace- 
fulness, with  aspects  well  sustaming  the  tragic  gloom  which  the 
history  so  painfully  requires. 

I  cannot  but  trust  that  many  a  homestead  here,  'dud  of  emi- 
grant sons  and  daughters,  will  be  adorned  with  careful  ]>ictures 
of  it,  before  another  centennial  day  shall  recall  the  bloody  story 
w'liich  must  forever  thrill  the  desceiulants  of  the  victims  who 
perished  there. 

The  snn'tten  bleeding  troops,  pale  and  spent,  at  last  reach  the 
houses  on  the  hill-top  probably  in  mid-afternoon.  The  anxious 
families  soon  learn  the  ten-ible  tidings.  P>ut  panic  did  uo{  be- 
come lielpless  desi)air.  Into  one  of  thtise  scanty  dwell iiigs, 
soldiers,  women  and  children  fly,  screann'ng  in  their  terror. 
Mothers  snatch  their  babes  from  the  cradles  and  little  ones  cling 
to  older  ones,  and  leaving  their  little  all,  |>re(>lous  because  so 
little,  flee  to  the  selected  house.  A  iVw  thnhcrs  and  b<>ar*U  are 
liastlly  set  about  the  walls  outside,  and  feather  hods  are  hung 
up  on  the  inside.     i.ieut.  Curtis  and  Henry  Young  are  j^osted 
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ofF  for  lielp.  The  savages  meet  them.  They  turn  in  retreat. 
The  victors  incensed  by  tlie  mutual  discovery  chase  tliein  l)ack, 
and  in  noisy  fury  beset  tlie  little  fortress.  It  must  have  been 
an  awful  hour  to  the  beleaguered  inmates,  cut  of  from  all  ho[)C 
of  succor  and  ignorant  of  the  numbers  of  the  blood-thirsty 
throng  outside.  All  hope  must  at  first  have  died  within  them. 
But  God  was  their  helper.  After  the  first  storm  of  shot,  there 
was  a  check.  Only  Henry  Young,  looking  from  the  gai'ret 
window,  was  struck  by  a  bullet.  He  died  two  days  after.  The 
same  afternoon  a  son  of  "  Sergeant  Prichard,"  (who  was  left 
among  the  slain  of  the  morning,)  was  intercepted,  returning  to 
his  father's  house  "  to  fetch  more  goods  out  of  it''  and  cruelly 
slain.  As  the  sun  went  down,  house  after  house  is  seen  in 
flames.  The  Indians  pillage  and  then  burn  them.  AVhat  a 
night  was  that  !  The  poor  wounded  men,  weak  ii-om  loss  of 
blood  and  their  fearful  retreat,  are  stretched  on  the  floor.  Wo- 
men, pale  and  haggard,  crouch  where  they  can,  to  avoid  the  shot 
which  came  "  amongst  us  like  hail."  Children,  hungry  and 
frightened,  cling  to  mothers  as  helpless  as  themselves.  Seventy- 
five  persons  are  crowded  into  not  more  than  fcnir  small  rcmm-^, 
and  "very  meanly  provided  of  clothing,  or  furnished  with  pro- 
visions." Think  of  that  sun-setting!  of  the  tears  and  means  in 
that  rude  house!  Thirty  miles  from  any  otlur  dwelling  uf 
white  men,  and  not  a  foot  can  cross  the  door-sill  but  to  meet  a 
bullet  or  the  tomahawk  ! 

Were  the  wives  and  children  of  Ayres,  Pritchard  and  Coyc 
there?  Hear  them  beg  of  the  soldiers  for  a  word  about  their 
slauo-htered  husbands  and  fathers !  Did  thev  see  them  i'all  ? 
hear  any  last  words  from  them  ?  Did  the  Indians  use  the 
scalping-knife  ;  and  what  would  they  do  with  the  (Ic>:id  Ixnln-s  ? 
Oh,  could  they  look  once  m-ore  on  thos(^  loved  faces,  a!id 
smooth  the  turf  over  their  mangled  forms  !     Has  Mrs.  Pritehard 
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looked  tlirouirli  tlie  little  window,  and  seen  that  head  set  u])on  a 
pole  just  by  the  door  of  Ilct  hou^j,  —  widow  slie  now  is.  Does 
she  know  it  is  the  licad  of  Jier  son  slain  just  now,  whic-li  his 
marderers  after  "  kicking  it  about  like  a  foot-ball,  set  it  up  be- 
fore the  door  of  liis  father's  liouse  in  our  sight/' 

Our  fathers  and  mothers  were  then  purchasing  for  ns  these 
lands  and  homes  !    Do  we  keep  in  mind  the  price  paiil  ? 

All  night  says  Wheeler  "  they  did  roar  against  us  like  so 
many  wild  bulls,"  till  the  rising  of  the  moon  near  morning,  they 
got  hay  and  like  combustible  matter,  and  set  it  on  fire,  iwav  a 
corner  of  the  house.  It  was  daring  work  to  go  out  and  <|ii(mic1i 
it.  Two  men  were  hit  while  doing  it.  The  gallant  Cnrtis 
again  attempts  to  elude  the  sentries  and  get  to  i\Iarlbi>r(>'  for  hdj). 
The  ammunition  was  lessening,  and  the  Indians  growing  [\\- 
rious  at  the  resistance  they  meet.  lie  goes  a  little  way.  but 
findino;  the  foe  so  numerous  is  oblijied  to  return.  How  thrir 
hearts  sink  as  he  calls  for  admission  at  the  barred  door.  Hope 
seems  to  die  in  them.  But  toward  morning,  touchod  perhaps 
1)}^  some  woman's  or  little  child's  persuasion,  he  tries  a  thinl 
time,  and  on  hands  and  knees  "  was  fain  to  creep  for  some  space 
;of  ground,"  and  so  passed  the  tired  aiid  less  wakeful  Indian'^, 
and  "though  very  much  spent  and  ready  to  faint  by  rca-on  of 
want  of  sleep  before  he  went  from  us,  and  his  sore  travel  niL:ht 
and  day  in  that  hot  season"  —  he  got  safely  to  Marlboro'  and 
from  thence  to  Bostoji.  But  their  God  had  eouu^eU  i'or  (U-lIv- 
erance  little  thought  of  by  tlioni.  Unlookril  for  Iu'1{h'i->  wrre 
on  the  way  for  tln'ir  relief.  Some  emigrants  on  tlu-ir  v.;iy  to 
Connecticut  coming  near  the  town  on  Monday,  heard  tlio  bring, 
and  discerning  si^ns  of  IroubK',  diir>t  go  no  farthor,  but 
hastened  back  to  ATarlboro'  w  here  mo>>t  pr<.\  identinlly  a  troop 
h;id  just  arriwd,  whi(di  could  go  to  lii-ooktirld. 

J>ut  travel  was  slow.     Tue>day,  Aug.  inl.  the  shooting  and 
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shouting  was  kept  up,  and  being  baffled  by  the  dauntless  resist- 
ance of  the  English,  tlie  savages  "  resort  to  taunts,  niorkiiig  the 
prayers  of  the  people.  Some  went  to  the  town's  meeting  house," 
twenty  rods  distant,  and  dared  the  people  of  the  garrison  to  come 
out  and  pray  and  sing  psalms,  themselves  making  hideous 
Ecreeclnng,  "  somewhat  resembling  sinnriufr." 

The  English  muskets  did  sore  work  that  day  on  the  besiegers, 
and  toward  evening  their  dead  and  wounded  were  carried  oil'  on 
the  backs  of  survivors,  in  siirht  of  the  Lranison.  Thev  a":iin 
tried  to  fire  the  house  by  using  rags  dipped  in  brimstone  tied  to 
their  arrows.  The  roof  once  caught  fire  from  these,  and  only 
by  cutthig  through,  could  the  besieged  put  out  the  fiames. 
This  day  too,  they  pushed  a  pile  of  burning  fiax  and  hav  up  to  the 
house,  and  so  guarded  the  door  that  no  way  was  found  by  whieh 
to  extinguish  it,  but  by  breaking  down  a  part  of  the  wall  next 
to  the  fire.  A  ball  of  fire  was  also  shot  into  the  garret  among 
some  flax  there ;  but  the  "  keeper  of  Israel  "  being  ])lease(l  to 
prosper  their  endeavors,  these  dangerous  devices  all  filled. 

Not  a  man  was  hurt  that  day,  except  Thomas  Wilson,  who 
wliile  drawing  water  was  fired  at  by  an  Indian  who  gue-scd 
his  position  behind  a  board  fence.  The  ball  struck  him  "  in  the 
upper  jaw  and  in  the  neck."  "  The  man  afi'righted  "  says  l^'iske, 
"bawled  out  that  he  was  killed."  The  Indian  knowing  his 
voice,  (Wilson  was  a  settler)  shouted  ''me  kill  major  Wilson," 
but  his  wotmd  was  healed  in  a  short  time." 
Wednesday,  4th  of  August,  tlu^  /Itir'l  terrible  day  dawns. 
The  savages  galled  by  the  shot  fi'om  the  gari'ison,  begnu  a 
counter-work,  using"'  posts,  rails,  boards  and  hay  "  to  f)i-tify  the 
meeting-liouse  and  the  barn  bi>longing  to  tlu^  garrison  house. 
They  needed  shelter.  'i'lu;  tiring  and  yelling  diminishes. 
Powder  arrows  scarce,  and  the  hhiirlish  i:row  fearless.  The  as- 
sailants  again  turn  to  the  oft-tried  project  of  bui-ning  them  out. 
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A  cart  was  fillcfl  witli  liay  and  flax,  and  planks  set  up  in  llic  t  nd 
to  shelter  those  wliceling  it  up  to  tlie  liou^e.  Tlie  inarksni'-n 
in  the  house,  made  this  of  little  avail.  They  next  liil  uj'on  a  verv 
promising  device.  Barrels  wore  taken,  poles  run  throuiih  the 
heads  as  axles,  and  to  these,  two  strings  of  poles  about  fuurteen 
rods  long"  were  attached,  truckle  wheels  being  fastened  un- 
der at  intervals,  to  hold  and  bear  the  poles.  The  end  was  load- 
ed witli  hay,  flax  and  chips.  'J'wo  of  these  cumbrous  machines 
were  fixed,  and  made  ready  for  iis(!  that  niglit.  'iUit  tlie  Lord, 
who  is  a  present  lielp  in  time  of  trouble,"  sent  first  a  shower 
which  wet  the  firing  stuff  and  doubtless  damjx  d  the  spirits  of 
the  savages  also.  The  sun  went  down  on  them  busy  over  these 
contrivances  ;  when  "  about  an  hour  in  the  night,"  or  aftt'r  sun- 
set, the  shouts  of  white  men  and  the  bellowing  of  cattle  startle 
both  the  Indians  and  the  garrison.  Major  \\'illard,  found  at 
Marlboro  with  Capt.  Parker  of  Groton,  and  fifty-three  men, 
five  of  them  friendly  Indians  —  by  a  forced  niarch  had  in  a  mo-t 
timely  hour  reached  them.  ]3ut  neitlier  j)arty  knew  the  oiln  r. 
"Willard  thought  the  Indians  were  in  the  house,  and  was  about 
firing  uj)on  it,  when  ]\Iajor  Wilson's  voice  revealed  who  the  in- 
mates were.  The  trumpet  was  sounded,  the  doors  o])ened,  but  not 
too  soon,  for  the  Indians  discovering  the  arrival,  attacked  them 
furiously,  wounding  two  men  and  killing  a  horse  befori'  they 
could  be  slieltered.  Oh,  the  joy  in  that  dark,  overci-owtled  dwell- 
that  even  in  o;  ! 

All  night  the  despairing  rage  of  the  assailants  was  felt.  Five 
more  horses  were  wounded  in  the  yard  before  morning.  'J1ie 
Louse  reserved  by  the  Indians  as  a  kind  of  outpost  was  set  on 
fire,  that  the  liiiht  from  its  flames  iniidil  i^uide  their  a>siults, 
and  toward  mornin'%  the  nu'etini::;  house  and  the  fnrtilied 
barn  sent  their  lurid  flames  into  the  .sultry  August  sky.  'I'Ik-u 
discouraged,  and  api)ivhen>ive  no  doubt,  that  their  cruel  i>er 
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i'ldy  would  be  avenged,  tlic  foe,  astlie  day  ])r()ke,  slind:  awnv  Into 
tlieir  hiding  places  and  were  seen  no  more.  That  A\'illar(l  was 
not  cut  off  in  his  a})j)rf)acii  was  eminently  ])rovidt'ntial.  llr  had 
no  information  of  the  treachery  or  of  the  fi^rht.  All  he  knew, 
was  from  tlie  report  of  the  retnrninc^  emigrants,  and  all  they 
could  tell,  was  conjecture.  Two  sentry  posts  lurked  unseen  by 
him  on  his  way  ;  one  probably  near  the  East  Brookfield  railway 
station,  where  the  remains  of  an  Indian  fort  were  recently  \  isi- 
ble,  and  the  other  })erhaps  not  far  from  the  old  threes  corners 
where  the  town-pound  used  to  be.  The  Indians  afterwards  said, 
those  at  the  first  picket  let  the  troops  pass,  so  that  w  hile  those  at 
the  next  post  attacked  them  in  front,  they  wonhl  fdl  u])0!i  the 
rear;  but  Wheeler  supposes  that  tlie  main  f )rce  at  tho  gnard 
posts  had  been  called  in  to  help  get  the  fire-carts  in  readines<,  and 
all  were  so  busy  and  noisy  oyer  them,  as  not  to  notici'  the  alarm 
guns,  and  so  the  deliycrers  came  safely  to  their  almost  hoj)eless 
brethren. 

Thursday,  August  5th,  all  was  still.  No  trace  of  the  foe  was 
seen,  saye  in  the  smouldering  remnants  of  the  buildings  and 
half-burnt  contriyances  left  behind.  The  woods  w<'re  scoured 
but  no  Indian  was  found.  Two  days  after,  a  man  was  wounded 
by  the  skulking,  wary  foe;  and  so  ended  the  bloodslu-d  of  that 
world-famed  scene.  Toward  the  end  of  the  week  tiptops  an'I\  od 
from  Boston,  and  on  the  same  day  Lieut.  Co()})er  reached  tip  an 
from  Springfield. 

What  a  story  for  epic  or  fn'  drama  I  Sucdi  heroism,  endm- 
ance,  sufFering  !  What  a  theme  for  pathos  or  for  passion  !  Tlie 
waste  and  liowlin^j  wihlerness"  on  eyerv  side;  the  smt.ki^  of 
burning  homes  lingei-iiig  in  tlie  brands  of  tlu'  huge  timhei-s  tlu-n 
used;  trees  and  ii;anlens  bi-oken  do\v!i  :  fields  piHaged  ;  cattle 
slaughtered,  and,  oyer  all,  the  remembrance  of  tlu^  dead,  slain 
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by  brutal  foes  who  found  a  joy  in  tlie  torture,  and  a  delight  in 
the  agony  of  their  vietinis. 

Five  days  tliey  linger  ;  and  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  l^th,  a  melan- 
choly train  set  off  from  the  only  remaining  house  of  the  settlement. 
Capt.  Hutchinson  and  such  of  the  wounded  as  coukl  bear  the  trav- 
el, and  probably"  many  of  the  fifty  women  and  children  ai'e  in 
it.  j\Iarlboro'  is  the  haven  of  tlieir  ho]>es.  'J'hree  wearis(jme 
daj'S,  unsheltered  by  night,  scantily  fed  by  day,  are  sj)ent  in 
getting  there.  It  was  but  ten  miies  a  day.  'J'he  brave  Hutch- 
inson was  so  "overtired  witli  his  long  journey,  and  sj)ent  hy 
his  wounds,"  that  five  days  later,  "  on  the  li'lh  of  August  "  he 
sunk  into  the  sleep  from  wdiich  the  war-whoo})  would  no  more 
awake  him.  Next  day  he  was  buried,  and  his  dust  still  sleeps 
in  that  ancient  sister  town.  Brookfield  owes  to  his  memory 
some  fii'J^teful  tablet,  recording;  his  rare  worth  and  sorrowful  end. 

CD  '  O 

Major  Willard  reached  his  family  safely,  btit  died  two  years 
after,  and  for  nearly  a  century  has  borne  dishonor  fi'om  the  un- 
accountable story  given  first,  and  given  oidy,  by  Dr.  Fi>ke  oi' 
this  town,  of  his  being  rebuked  by  the  court  and  dying  of  a 
broken  heart  from  it,  on  aecount  of  his  mo.^t  hinnane  an<l  gal- 
lant rescue  of  our  flithers.  A  descendant  of  the  noble  soldier, 
lias  recently  very  ably  exposed  the  falsity  of  the  report  and  for- 
ever extinguished  the  sad  slander  it  conveyed. 

The  dispersion  however  was  not  complete.  Thomas  Wheeler, 
son  of  the  Cai)tain  and  some  other  wounded  men,  and  of  course 
a  garrison  to  protect,  and  Irlends  to  nlu•^e  them  remained,  and 
Wheeler  relates  that  the  men  women  and  children  renun-ed  with 
what  they  had  left,  to  several  places  either  where  they  had  lived 
before  their  planting  or  setting  down  tlieiw  or  where  they  had 
relatives  to  receive  or  entertain  tliein."  Dr.  lN->ke  says  'Mhe 
Court  ordered  the  pe.-jde  away.''  So  far  Irom  tliat,  the  c.urt 
sent   men  and   nuniitions  to  the   garriM)n.         Major   W  illanl 
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stayed  at  Brookficld  some  weeks  after  our  coiniri;^^  away  fntm 
there,  several  companies  of  soldiers  were  sent  up  llntlicr  and 
to  Hadley  "  says  Wheeler,  and  Feb.  21,  1G7G  : 

"  A  warrant  was  ordered  to  l)e  issuefl  out  to  y^  coniittec  for 
y®  army  to  send  away  y*^  prouissions  orcK'red  to  be  at  the  ln-ad 
quarters  at  Marlborow  ])y  y"  last  dm-  of  V-'  weeke  ;  also,  to  s.-nd 
vp  some  liquors  &  spice,  w^'^  a  competency  of  canvas  fur  a  tent 
to  slielter  the  prouisions  (fc  amunition,  as  also  tlie  carpenters 
tooles,  nayles,  &c,  to  build  a  quarter  at  Suoboag,  or  elsewhere, 

In  March  1G7G,  J.  Brading  infoi'ms  the  Council  of  the 
"jeopardous  condition  of  Qu(jbaui^  garrison,"  and  on  the 
22d  of  i\Iarch  1C7G,  Gapt.  Nath'l  Gi-aves  of  Charle^town  was 
appointed  Conunander  of  the  garrison  at  IJroukfield,"  with  lib- 
erty, "  to  have  20  men,  and  30  horses/' 

Probably  the  settlement  was  mainly  scatt(M-ed,  but  tlu^  evi- 
dence is  full  that  it  was  not  broken  u[).  The  death  of  IMiilip 
the  following  August  (1()7G)  bi'oke  the  spli'it  and  strength  nf 
the  Indian  [)lot  against  the  settlei-s,  and  ahliougli  IVequent  mur- 
ders by  them  made  frontier  lite  insecure,  yet  the  settlers  lu  ld 
fast  their  homes,  and  others  adventured  in  time  to  join  them. 

"May  22d,  IGOl.  In  answer  to  tli(>  Peticon  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Squabaug  alias  lirookfield,  C-oloucl  Jnhii  Viincln dh,  Mr. 
Josc])h  IJawhij^  Samuel  Marslitirhl,  John  1 1 itelieock  and  Sam  1 
Kly,  Ibrmerly  apjjointed  a  Conunitte*'  Ibr  regulating  the  settle- 
ment of  the  plantation  of  Squal)aug  alias  r.rooklield  are  contiu- 
vied  and  inrpowered  to  that  Service,  taking  ellectual  care  so  to 
direct  and  ord(M'  the  said  Settlement  with  that  comp:ictn»'>>  and 
ncer  Scituation  of  the  ilwellimrs  that  they  may  all  be  diau  n  into 
a  Line  of  a  Garrison,  and  made  eapable  of  d<'fence  again.st  the 
Indian  and  Fiench  iOneniy." 
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"  May  28(1.  Mr.  Jo?e])li  ILiwley  of  Xortliampton  isa|.i>nlnt- 
ed  and  inipowcred  to  Joiiie  persuiH  in  uiarriage  in  said  T«;\vii." 

These  notices  by  tlie  court  show  pUiinly  the  non-extinction  of 
tlie  settlement. 

An  act  of  the  court  adds  a  little  li'dit  as  to  tlicir  condition, 
thus: — to  Susanna  vVyres  kite  of  (^uahnap;,  witlihiw,  alijas 
Brookfeild,  humbly  desiring  that  wliat  she  expended  on,  and  the 
souldjers  had  of  her  for  y*^  countrys  vse,  as  five  pounds  tcini  sliill- 
higs  in  swyne,  by  Capt.  Poolos  order,  as  also  seventeen  shillings 
and  seven  pence  Ephrajm  Curtis  had  ibr  himself  ^'I'  couij-any 
&  horses  on  the  countrys  account  w*''  what  Major  Willard  liad, 
which  will  appear  b}^  the  account  she  may  be  ]>:ijd     satisfied  l"oi\'' 

She  may  have  been  the  widow  of  Serjeant  ICyres,  (John 
Ayres)  slain  in  ^Monday  mornings  fight  at  the  swamp. 

But  the  recovery  from  the  partial  di>persion  v.as  slow  imd 
cautious.  Whatever  Avritten  history  the  settlement  had  acc-unuila- 
ted  in  those  fifteen  years,  and  no  doubt  records  had  been  made, 
perished  in  tliat  fiery  ruin. 

A  stray,  torn  leaf  mnubered  (5,)  as  if  the  fifth  of  some  book, 
gives  us  the  y?r.v^  line  of  the  written  story  of  the  Town.  I'or 
its  own  sake  and  as  a  specimen  of  scores  of  pages  ol  early  rec- 
ords, it  is  copied : 

Feby.  21  :  IGSJ.  Lay'd  out  To  .Air.  Woleott  twenty  acres 
of  meadow  and  stripes  of  upland  and  swamp,  four  acres  Lyrth 
on  the  South  side  of  the  Uhotie,  part  Ag'st  Joseph  W'ih-ot's  up- 
land and  i)art  adgacint  tt)  eight  acres  which  Jvyetli  more  easterly 
onely  the         parteth  it." 

"  Also  oi'dit  a(uvs  of  meadow  Lvin^on  the  7  mil(>  river  and 
between  the  seven  and  live  mile  river,  being  j^art  meadow  :  ))art 
swaiuj),  being  the  whole  In  that  neek  on  the  Ivi-t  Snle  (»1 

the  five  mile  Kiver  and  to  the  u[>land  ot'  tin  7  mile  ri\er." 
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May  25,  1G87,  a  measurement  of  Mr.  Wolc^tt's  land  is  spcci- 
fied,  and  a  grant  of  ten  acres  on  tlie  "  jiine  plain  "  was  made 
March  3d  before.  Josepli  Ilawley  was  the  lic^istcr.  This 
record,  however,  was  not  the  original,  but  "  'J\ikc-n  out  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Markfield's  measuring  ]3ook.  Mar.  2,  1710,  bv  the 
Comitees'  order." 

It  is  a  little  suri)rising  that  during  tlie  seven  years  following 
tlic  burning  of  the  town,  so  little  trace  can  be  found  of  it,  eillicr 
in  the  town,  or  in  the  court  records  of  the  colony.  Faint  and 
few,  no  doubt,  were  the  settlers  that  lingered  anion'j;  the  desola- 
tions and  dangers  of  tlie  place.  But  in  Oct.  2'),  1G02,  a  plain- 
tive and  tedious  petition  was  made,  "  To  y'^  Rt.  Ifonbh*  his  K\- 
cellency  S"^  W™  Phipps,  Gov''  of  y^  Majestys  Pi-oviiice  of  v** 
Mass  Bay  in  N.  E.,"  setting  fortli  that  "  havcing  made  some 
essay  to  y^  Resetling  s*^^  place  (Brookfl^'ld  in  y'"  Co.  of  Hamp- 
shire) and  finding  difficulties"  (drawn  out  at  length,  mainly 
that  of  non-residence  of  land  owners,  or  as  tlie  ju  titioncrs  .^tati') 
— "of  y^  most  suteable  Land  to  encourige  Inhabitants,"  tlu'y 
pray  that  all  former  grants  may  be  null  and  \  (ud  unless  the 
holders  "  come  and  bee  helpfuil  in  bearing  of  chargt's,"  etc. 
They  also  speak  "  as  havering  some  encouraL^'UUMit  nvi- 
speedily  have  a  minester  of  Cod's  Woi-d  amongst  us."  Scxnal 
new  names  appear  on  this  jx'tition,  as  Owen,  Lawrence,  Toud)- 
lin  and  !Marsh.  As  a  resjjonse  to  this  the  Great  and  (b  iirall 
Co't  ordered  that  Jdm  Bynclion,  I'^s.p-.,  Cap*  Sam"  Pai-tridg, 
Mr.  Josei)li  ILiwley,  Mr.  Hitchcock  and  Mr.  ^b  dad  Lui.nw 
be  and  are  hereby  a])pointe(l  and  Impoured  to  that  service; 
(i.  c.  as  a  committee)  "  to  direct  and  I'egulate  y*"  settlement 
of     j)lantation  and  the  affairs  thei-e.it." 

It  was  during  the  summer  ol'  this  y^-ai'  that  tlu'  Wonlcot 
tragedy,  so  famed  in  our  ainials,  occuried.     J)r.   l''l>ke  says, 
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two  or  tliroc  flimilics  were  broken  up.  Doubtless  the  Indians 
were  sucli  a  terror  to  the  settlers  as  much  to  impt^de  the  growth 
of  the  settlement. 

Nov.  24th,  1G98  :  "  The  following  Resolve  sent  up  from  the 
Representatives,  was  read,  and  Concurred  with,  vixt : 

"  In  AnsAver  to  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  lirookfi.-ld, 
Resolved,  That  there  be  Twenty  ]\)unds  paid  out  of  the  Pub- 
lic Treasury  of  this  Province,  towards  tlie  supj)ort  of  an  Or- 
thodox ^Minister  for  one  Year,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  the 
Settlement  of  Such  a  Minister  amongst  them. 

I  consent, 

WiM.  STOUGHTON." 

Two  years  more  are  without  record  tliongh  this  committee 
doubtless  nursed  the  infant  town  with  fiithful  care,  anil  we  cross 
into  the  next  century  before  we  meet  a  further  trace.  Now  ].">, 
1701,  on  a  tattered  leaf  marked  [8,]  is  written,  "  Laid  out  to 
Goodman  Perry  a  parcel  of  land.''  There  is  an  earlier  date  bv 
three  days  on  a  leaf  numbered  [21]  in  the  same  handwriting, 
and  so  through  all  these  Sibylline  scraps,  disorder  is  the  con- 
stant feature.  From  under  the  one  quoted  is  an  enti-y  of 
1710.  Put  all  these  tokens  indicate  an  original  bo(th\  (it  sliould 
be  re-made,)  detailing  the  endless  laboi-s  of  the  conmiiitce  who 
served  the  curious  caprice  of  settlers  as  to  ui)laiid  "  mead- 
ow "  and  "  plain."  For  twenty-five  years  the  town  records  are 
little  else  than  these  intricate  locations,  exchanges  and  .-idjust- 
ments  of  land.  Other  records  were  doubtless  made,  but  they 
liave  i)erished  in  tluMr  stoi'iny  passage  toward  us. 

Returning  to  the  colonial  n-coriN  : 

"June  27,  1702.  Wlieivas  the  Plantation  nf  P,r.»okfi. -Id 
Ivini.--  on  the  <nvat  Road  betwixt  this  her  .M;iiest\'s  Pro\inee  A" 
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the  Colony  of  Ct.  being  a  nsnal  Sc.  necessary  Sta;ie  for  Trav- 
elers &  post  passing  betwixt  the  two  Grants  is  anew  beginning 
to  be  settled  <fc  yet  unable  to  support  itself  without  recei\  ing 
some  assistance  from  the  Govennnent,  being  a  Garrisoned  place, 
Resolved  X 20,  towards  the  support  of  a  Chajilain  to  that  Gar- 
rison for  the  present  year  be  payed  out  of  the  public  Treasury." 

Next  year,  Nov.  2G,  1703.  "  Considering  the  extraordinary 
Impovershing  circumstances  the  Town  of  Brookfeild's  under 
by  reason  of  the  present  War,''  the  same  sum  was  voted,  for 
"support  of  the  ministry."  The  same  was  again  voted  in  170.'), 
"provided  such  minister  be  ap])roved  by  the  mini^try  of  tlie 
Neighboring  Towns."  In  170G,  Nov.  7,  cC*20,  .and —  begin- 
ning yesterday  Nov.  15,  1707,  £'20  are  allowed  towards  main- 
taining a  minister  in  said  town,  provided  sucli  minister  be 
approved  by  the  ministry  of  the  three  neighboring  towns." 

Until  the  year  1715,  the  same  generous  gilts  were  rep'-atrd, 
so  that  (the  worthy  General  Court  serving  as  a  ITome  Mission- 
ary Society  to  the  feeble  settlement,)  the  mim'stry  of  the  go>pel 
was  probably  never  remitted  for  much  time.  The  fruit  of  that 
pious  care  is  seen  in  the  moral  and  religious  excellence  of  tlie 
inhabitants  to  the  present  day. 

"  Nov.  8,  1710.  10  Pounds  granted  towards  mending  the 
Mill  Dam  in  the  said  Town,  and  sucli  of  the  Inhabitants  as  are 
by  the  Enemy  driven  IVom  tln  ir  lIon>e^  bix  lngs  bi-  admit tt'cl 
into  the  Service  as  Soldiers  that  are  capable  tliei\M)f  <k  hi^  l^x- 
cellency  shall  please  to  entertain  : — 

Consented  to,  J.  Dudhw." 

"  Saturday,  June  11,  1712,"  .C20  were  granted  ^' t.>ward>  the 
maintenance  of  Mr.  John  James  in  tlie  work  nl'  the  Mini>lry  at 
lirookdeld  the  year  curr*.     Consented  to,  J.  Diudey." 
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Tuesday,  June  10,  ITin.  Tlio  X20  were  irrantLMl  "  f.-r  ilic 
year  current  towards  tlie  maintenance  of  the  mini-try  in  the 
Plantation  of  BrookfichL" 

June  22,  1714.  "  In  answer  to  a  ])etitir)n  of  Thomas  Ayres 
&c.  Sons  of  John  Ayres  some  Time  of  (^Jiiaboau;  alia<  l>runk- 
field,  diverse  years  since  deceased.  Praying  that  tlie  i)n'st'nt 
Committee  or  son:ic  other  may  be  ordei'ed  to  make  Inquirv 
Cause  a  Register  to  he  made  of  the  scw-rid  ].:\y  ]V\'A\i>  Sl 
Proprieties  of  Land  witliin  tlie  said  I'lantatioii  granted  to  the 
first  &  ancient  Settlers  Si  (jlhcrs  to  be  entered  in  a  Pool;  for  that 
Pui'pose : — Ordei'ed  that  the  Prnyer  of  the  ]*etilionei-s  Ik* 
Granted  &  that  Samuel  Partridge  Esq'",  &  others  the  pj-e^Mit 
Committee  ibr  Prookfield  be  directed  &  inijxnvi'red  to  make 
Inquiry  &  Cause  a  Register  to  be  made  of  the  Lay  Riuiil^  ^V' 
Proj)rieties  of  Land  witlii!"!  tlie  s'^  Plantation  granted  to  the  first 
&  ancient  Settlers  &  others,  ])articulai*]y  of  a  (irant  made  to 
]Mr.  Phillips  some  Time  Minister  of  the  said  place,  make 
Rej)ort  to  this  Court  ;  And  the  Comiiiitt<'e  to  takc^  Care  that 
Provision  be  made  for  the  payment  of  .Mj-.  John  dame>  late 
minister  of  Brookheld  during  his  continiia!ic(>  there/ 

^'Concurred  by  the  Representatives  : — Consented  to,  d.  Dud- 
ley." 

After  tedious  details  in  the  committee's  boo);  ui'  motes  and 
bounds,  seeming  enough  to  determine  (n  ery  aen-  of  this  soil,  the 
gratefid  record  is  reached  of  a  me(>tiiig  held  St-pt.  17,1711, 
"when  the  Conunittee,  "unanimously  agree  That  the  Inhabi- 
tants lUiild  a  Meetmg  IIoum'  wherein  to  attend  the  worship  of 
God,  which  shall  be  sett  u\)  S:  erected  In  s'  jjlace  wluie  form- 
erly the  Meeting  House  was  I'uilt  :  near  old  .Jnlm  Avres  lb'ii>e 
Lott,  Ivving  near  al)out  the  center  of  The  town."  An  "  ]>\act. 
List  of  the  Rateable  l<>state,"  was  aNo  ordere.l  at  this  meeting 
and  a  special  rate  "for  the  payment  of  there  mini-tor."  This 
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liONvever, was  tliroc  years  before  a  minister  wa-^  settled.  Ivk  Ii 
man  was  re(iuired  also  to  ^ive  a  (lav's  woi-k  to  rrjiair  tlu'  Mill, 
or  pay  3  shillings  ;  their  eai-e  for  the  hr.'ad  ol"  lilr,  and  for  that 
whicli  porisheth  thus  thoughtfully  uniting. 

A  year  and  tlu'ee  niontlis  after  this,  was  an  eventful  day  to 
Brookfield  townsliip.  ''A  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  ludd 
and  of  tlie  LihabiUnifs  a/so.''  ''The  Connnittee  then  ordered  a 
Highway  of  six  rods  wide  he  laid  out  from  the  place  wh<'r»'  the 
mceting-hpusc  is  to  be  built,  down  to  the  new  Count \-  Kodc  (»n 
the  side  of  Coys  Brook."  That  vote  ojjent.'d  the  gram  I  avnuie 
climbing  yon  noble  hill  ;  a  feature  of  sceuejy  noticed  l)y  even 
foreign  visitors. 

The  inhabitants  on  this  day,  "chose  "William  OM,  Ivlward 
Walker,  Jr.,  and  Elisha  Ivisc  for  a  connnittee  to  order  and  to 
take  care  to  carry  on  y''  building  a  bi'idge  over  (^^uaboag  liix  ers 
att  Mason's  jioint."  Another  connnittee  were  to  tal.e  a  like 
charge  of  a  l)i-idge  "  att  Mai'ks  lliver.''  But  the  great  act  of 
the  day,  was  the  following  written  with  a  special  date  and  head- 
ing : 

"  The  dav  above  s^,  The  Inhabitants  of  l>rookfeild  agreed 
with  the  consent  of  y^  Committe  to  build  a  nu'eting  l!oU'^<' 
wherein  to  carrv  on  y''  worship  ol"  (Jo  I.  In  form  and  niainiei- 
as  follows:  viz,  45  foott  in  J^enght  o.")  fboti  in  wivlht  :  and  to 
}>ut  in  Galery  ])eices  so  y^  they  may  build  (ialeiirs  when  they 
shall  have  occalion,  &  to  cary  on  the  building  ot'.s'  hou^e  a>^  lar 
as  They  can  conveniently  with  y'  Labour.  A"  what  >liall  l-'  Ke- 
qiiired  in  monev  for  v'^  car\  ing  of  s'  woi-k  to  be  Ixai-rd  by  a 
Town  Katc^  :  c^'  if  anv  ])ersou  or  ptU'sons  Kclii-e  to  L.dM.ur, 
Having  suitable  waiMiIng  b\'  y'"  connnittee  Hereafter  mentioned, 
shall  pav  there  proj)oi"tion  in  money.  The  Inh.abitants  I-ikewisc 
agree  to  gett  y'"  Timber  this  winter."    A  cunniiitlee  of  niiie ; 
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Thomas  Barns  cliairman,  was  named  "  For  the  carving  of 
work."  •  .  .  • 

In  another  place  is  tlic  record  on  that  (Uiy,  "  tliat  tlio  ^poat 
feild  upon  y"  phiin  sliall  be  sufnciently  fenced  and  att  no  lime 
laid  open."  This  was  to  preserve  the  corn  ])lanted  lli*  re  ;  and 
"  a  pair  of  bars  or  gate  at  each  end  were  to  be  kv\)\.  shut,""  <>n 
penalty.  This  fine  conimon  thus  was,  ;i  century  and  a  half 
ago,  the  town  corn-field!    Imagine  the  beauty  <»f  it. 

A  tax  of  X30  was  voted  Jan.  -1,  1717,  ''for  Glass  c^'  nails 
for  there  Meeting  House  &  Eight  pounds  for  window  cas».-s  & 
other  public  uses." 

The  next  glimpse  of  this  meeting  house  is  in  votes,  '*  att  a 
Legall  Town  meeting  on  Thuj'sday  Dee.  ]•!  17'J1."  'J"b«  y  out- 
line so  clearly  the  house,  the  peo])le  and  the  times,  that  1  nmst 
recite  them. 

"Voted;  To  build  up  tlic  seats  in  the  body  of  y*^  meeting 
house  with  jrood  strontr  iihiin  seat-^.'"  IV\v  lots  were  then  vcit^-d 
to  various  persons,  and,  "Voted:  to  build  a  nn'ni^try  puc  on  y*' 
Right  hand  of  y^  pulpit;  to  y'^'  stairs  of  y^  j^dpii  to  y"  middK> 
stud  In  the  window."    Dea.  lleniT  (nlbcrt  :      a  pue  next  to 

ministry  pue,"  and  Dea.  J()sej)]i  d(>nnings  lu-xt  to  him.  IO:ich 
grantor  should  ])ay  40  shilhngs  to  the  town  Tira-uiTi-,  to  be 
laid  out  to  finish  the  house."  Seven  years  had  passed  sine-'  the 
buildinc  be"-an,  and  it  was  vet  unlini.-lied.  On  the  same  dav  a 
vote  directed  the  Town's  Clerk  to  g.itiier  up,  "  all  the  eojiyes 
of  Records  l)elonging  to  yo  Town." 

But  to  return  to  the  grt>at  topie  of  tlu'  records  of  that  period 
—  the  call  and  settlement  of  Mr.  Cheney. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  r.rookfield  on  .Xpr.,  y'' 
5th  171G.    Voted,  y'  Tliomas  Bai  iies  be  moderator  Un'  .s'  Day  : 
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Voted  tliat  Edward  Walker,  Sen.,  Jo^^eph  liaiiisti-r  and  ICli->lia 
Ivise,  Doe  further  Discourse  Mr.  Clu-ney  as  U)  his  propo.-als 
for  order  to  a  settlement  in  s'^  place  to  carrv  on  v'"  work  of 
the  ministry." 

Having  considered  Mr.  Cheney's  proposals,  the  inhahitants 
voted,  To  Give  Mr.  Cheney  for  his  salcry,  fi vcty- two  poim-I^, 
yearly  for  three  years  ;  and  to  Rise  forty  shilhiiL^s  a  year  until 
it  comes  to  seventy  pounds,  And  then  to  stay." 

Voted:  To  Build  him  a  lH)use  P>arn  accordini:  to  De- 
mentions  y'  lie  has  given  ;  Mr.  Cheney  providing  (jki.^s,  nails 
&  Iron." 

Voted:  "to  Break  up  &  fence  &  fitt  to  sow  Eight  acres  of 
Land:  four  this  year:  &  f)ui' acres  To  be  liroke  u[)  on  the 
plain  this  year.  The  other  two  acres  to  be  done  nn  ilhin  four 
years." 

Voted  :  "  To  gett  Mr.  Cheney  twenty  five  cords  of  wootl 
yeai-ly  his  Life  time." 

Voted  :  "  To  give  Mr.  Cheney,  eacli  man  one  davs  work 
yearly;  foi'  six  years.  Mis  House  &  liaru  to  \n'  buih  in  four 
years.  Always  provided  Mr.  Cheney  l»e  our  ordaiiu-d  lniui■^t^r." 

"Agreed  and  allowed  by  the  committee  I'or  lirooklield,  May 
IG,  171G." 

This  committoo  appear  to  have  had  a  species  of  ratifying  pre- 
rogative, as  all  proceedings  at  this  ))criod  hav»'  the  cei'tifirate 
of  their  acceptance.  Next  comes  the  first  recoi  ded  cunnnunica- 
tion  from  Mr.  Cheney. 

"Gentlemen  as  to  y<^  Dimentions  of  y^  Hous«^  Ikiin  you 
Propose  to  Build  for  me,  In  c:im>  I  >lioul(l  Srtih"  anunigM  \.iu, 
it  is  my  mind  S:  desire  with  Br>peet  to  my  house  :  y'  y'^  Leught 
may  be  42  foott.  The  wcdht  'JO  foott  :  as  t.^  y*"  stud,  fourtivai 
foott  stud  S:  as  to  barn  'Hiat  it  may  be  oO  foott  long,  '20 
foott  wide  w^^'  a  l^entow  on  on(>  sidt\" 

This  fioui  your  servant,  Thos.  Cheney." 
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As  to  y*"  Glass,  nails  Iron  I  will  provide  l'i-ocinv  iiiVM-ir 
so  far  as  Js  ni'cessary  to  s'^  I1oii>l'      liarii.  'J'lios.  ("Ikmk  v." 

Tiic  above  s'^  Proposals  were  voted  on  at  the  iiieetiiii;  Apr., 
5th,  in  the  affirmative." 

A  little  later  the  town  c(jn firmed  a  i^i-aiit  made  in  IVM, 
of  three  lots  of  meadow  and  plain,  and  then  add  a  L:iit  of  Idf.) 
acres  more,  *'to  be  taken  np  when  he  shall  chn-e."  'Jdie  same 
gencrons  spirit  re-appears  in  .Alar.  Sth  3T['i,'  'Making  into 
Consideration  a  former  grant  In  the  anlient  maini>ei-ip-  of 
Brookfeild  of  Soine  Land  se(piestered  for  the  inini>ti-y,"  they 
confirm  the  same.    This  was  ahont  thirtv  aeres. 

"In  the  antioU  maiiiiscri])s  of  lirookleild,"  —  the  L'lvat 
longing  of  men  in  all  times  fur  a  j)ast  on  whieh  to  fallen  remem- 
brances, and  by  which  to  soothe  and  mellow  in  its  shadow^  the 
tiresome  glare  of  the  present. 

Scarce  lialf  a  centnry  has  ])assed  since  tlu'  fir-t  settler's  cabin 
sent  its  smoke  thi-ongh  the  tliiek  ti'ee-,  and  part  ot'  that  time 
dispersion  and  desolation  had  been  their  lii>toi-y.  \v\  tru'*  to 
a  great  instinct  of  civilization,  they  londly  n-eall  "  amient  " 
records  and  dignify  pnblie  acts  by  i-e\i  red  precedent,  "fi^;  an 
.evidence  of  that  reverent  sympat hy  w  ith  the  jmsL  w  hich  \  irui- 
ous  action  always  feels,  and  which  this  tlay's  ct-lebration  eon- 
firms  and  displays. 

Throngb  another  vote  —  Oct.  1  i',  171 H  —  tlu^  affection  of  the 
j)C0})le  to  the  yonng  pastor  is  shown,  and  a  tradition  of  earlie-^t 
ministerial  services  confirmed.  \\  hei-ea>  alutnl  *>  years  .vince 
the  Gen"  Cot'"  allowed  to  the  mini-try  in  lirooktield  twenty 
pomids,  of  A\lilch  snm  Mr.  bJinore  who  left  tin:  mini-try  so  as 
be  had  Init  one  half  l)ai't  of  s'  <\\\\\  pay''  to  liim,  there  Ib  inayjies 
ten   ponnds  of  s''  snm  or  donation,  the   ('onnnitte^  Jiid;  <•  it 
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incete  tin's  last  part  bo  pay'^  to  Mr.  Tiiumas  Clu  ncy  the  pn-rnt 
minister  as  part  of  his  sallcry,  and  liavL*  ^Ivcn  unler  to  Lnkc 
llitc'licock  Es(|r.,  to  get  tlie  nionc\'  i'nv  liin^." 

By  another  act  at  this  nieetini:,  a  pnhlic  hniMini:  of  some  con- 
sequence to  this  liistory  is  sliown.  Sold  to  Mr.  Th(;s.  C'liciu'V 
our  present  minister,  Toicuc's  House  cV'  alu»ut  six  acre-  of 
land  it  stands  on,  for  wliich  he  is  to  sett  of,  allow  unto  the 
Inhabitants  thirty  pounds  of  the  first  Kates  that  are  due  lu  him, 
or  Avill  be  due." 

What  buildiufT  was  this?  Only  the  "  l)Lsiri,vd  hou^«-,"  was 
left  standing  by  the  Indians.  Was  thi>  a  garrlM)!!  l;uill  in  pait 
b}'  the  government,  and  used  at  this  time  for  public  \vor:>hip  ? 
This  is  the  only  ti'ace  of  it. 

The  first  Tax  list  a|!pears  in  April  of  tht^  next  year.  One 
hundred  and  two  names  and  estates  are  set  down  in  it.  The 
highest  tax  was  £o.  lis.  Sfl.  assessed  upou  dona.  Ilanullon  and 
tlie  sum  of  all  the  taxes  was  £1*21.  o.v. 

We  arc  surprised  at  the  nundjer  of  names  now  found  in  the 
town,  but  some  were  plaiidv  tho^e  of  non-resiiK-nts,  ow  iiris  hut 
not  tillers  of  the  soil,  and  seven  of  tlu^  taxi's  an- on  the  hfii>,"' 
of  settlers  wdio  so  early  ^IL•pt  beneath  the  ehuN  of  tlu-  \alK-y. 
The  efl'eets  of  uon-residrnt  owm-r.-hip  had  bocdme  grievous, 
and  in  July  2G,  1710,  ''the  following  order  passed  by  Ueprc- 
sentatives  Read  and  Coneuri-ed." 

"Upon  Reading  a  Petition  of  Thomns  liaker,  Philip  fJos-?, 
and  Jose])h  Panisti'r,  in  Ih'halt  of"  tlu^  Inhabitants  of  1  >i-ook}i«'ld, 
vShowinn;  that  bv  Jiea-ou  ol'  th'^  DrM-rtion  of  th'-  Place  by  th«' 

first  Grantors,      by  the  Sale  of  many  (ir.uit-  >inc.'  made,  (i  1 

I'art  of  the  Lands  have  talKai  into  the  liaiid>  n\  St i-ani^fi's,  who 
neither  improve,  nor  sell  to  tlu>.-e  wlu)  would  settle  '1  hem>elvcs 
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amonrrst  tlicni,  wliicli  o;reatly  obstructs  tlicir  Gnjwtli  c^'  Imrts 
tlieir  public  Ailairs,  l-'.spccial] y  rorulering  tlicui  iurapabK-  itf  Shil- 
ling &  Sui)i)orting  the  ministry  amongst  them,  Pi'aying  that  fbr 
some  few  years  next  Succeeding,  and  until  they  sliall  be  more 
capable  of  Enduring  a  charge,  All  l.aiuN.  belonginiz  to  noii- 
llesidents  as  well  as  others,  tho'  not  inuler  Ini]'rovemrnt.  mav 
be  made  liable  to  be  taxed  in  all  Town  Assessments  ami  that 
the  committee  may  receive  direction  therein  : 

Ordered  that  for  seven  Years  next  coming  all  'J'ovn  ii  Assess- 
ments in  Drookficld  be  raised  on  Polls,  as  the  law  diivct.^,  and 
on  the  Real  Estates  of  the  N(»n-Residents  as  well  as  the  Resi- 
dent Proprietors,  Exclusi\'e  of  Pei'sonal  Estates,  w^'  the  C'tnu- 
mittec  for  Settling  the  said  Town  are  hei"el»y  directed  t"ully 
imi)owered  to  levy  &  collect  accor<lingly  so  long  as  they  .-hall  be 
continued  by  this  court,  and  to  tal;e  care  that  the  'i'own  be 
settled  in  the  most  regular  compact  and  defen-ible  manner  that 
mav  be.  Consented  to.  J.  Dudley. 

The  evidently  sti'ong  wish  to  have  a  minister  si^ttletl  amoug 
them  met  so  many  hindrances  that  not  until  July  l'>,  1717, 
were  thev  able  to  fix  a  day  lor  the  act.  As  that  vote,  in  a  sense, 
begins  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  town,  it  claims  a  place. 

Voted:  "That  the  Reverend  Mr.  Clien»'y  sliall  be  ordained 
minister  for  the  Town.  'J1ie  Tliiid  Wnlu.,  in  ()etolier  next  is 
a})oitite(l  &  sett  apart  For  Mr.  Cheney's  ordination." 

Voted:  "That  Mr.  Tilly  Merick  Jo-ej)h  Pani-ter  a(^)uant 
Mr.  Ciieney  with  the  Town's  mind  v^'  as  to  the  day  agreed  upon 
for  his  ordination." 

"  And  now  made  Return  y*  Mi'.  Cheney  consiMits  thei-eto." 

Voted:  "  That  Tilly  Merick  (  other-)  Doe  take  care  that 
suitable  Pro\  itIon  be  made  tor  such  PJders  i^-  Me>sengei-s  a<  may 
he  called  to  a-^slst  in  our  ordination."  \'oted  :  Tliat  y^  c«de- 
brate  I'i:  sett  a[)art  a  Day  of  ia^llng  Ov:  Prayer  to  Implore  (io»l"s 
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Presents  us  in  this  sol(Miin  \v?ii:;litv  niattei-,  which  D.iv  ia 
left  to  Mr.  Cheney  to  appoint.     I'ull  i.^-  c-K-:ir  votes. 

Test,  ThonKis  (iilliinl,  Moderator.'* 

•  Underwritten  is  the  evidi  iiily  Ln-atilifd  mind  of  tlic  (\>niniit- 
tee  who  Doe  well  a})r()ve  of  the  voto  afo:\'.->^  And  r.fioyco  in 
their  unaniinity  in  so  good  a  woi-k,  i^'  h.op>'  to  ha\-o  fui-lli<-r  ora- 
tion to  Rejoyee  in  their  good  settK'inent.''  Xo  n-cMUNj  is  tound 
of  the  ordination,  but  the  ])rint*.'d  si'rnion  pr>'a'du'd  by  li'-v. 
Solomon  Stoddard  of  Northampton  th.-tn-miu'-s  it,  and  the  foi-ina- 
tion  of  the  church.  "The  duty  oj'  OOSl  i;}.  MlNl.sd  ilUS 
to  preserve  a  PEOPLE  froia  COKKErddOX  set  f.-rili  in  a 
sermon  preached  at  BrookfieKl  Oct.,  Pi,  1717,  b-ani^  lh«'  day 
^Yherein  the  Church  was  gathered  and  .MR.  'illOAEVS 
CriENEY  was  ordained  l^istor." 

This  was  the  second  clnuxE  gathortnl  hotwccn  Mai'lboro  and 
the  Connecticut  lEiver.  'Jdie  tokens  ol'  an  \nin->ual  i-stoom  in- 
ward this  first  past(n',  recm-  in  the  acns  hoihof  connnittre  and 
inhabitants.  Through  the  dim  ro«'.n"  E  of  the  tim-',  \vc  srrni  to 
discern  a  genial,  arP'Ut  pa-tor,  living  in  gr.  at  intimacy  with  his 
flock.  He  csca])(Hl  contention  in  wo]-ldly  m  ittcr«;,  even  in  his 
own  loss.     El  172E  b^'  com iinnuc;itc-;  to  tho  town  : 

"  Li  ansv.or  to  a  riiotion  fiom  them  to  li  i \  c  ni"  procure  my 
own  wood,  1  being  Ed'ormcd  its  your  Ar^iw  1  would  do  it,  ,t 
aquit  the  Town  of  their  obligation  in  that  pai  ticidar.  d  hi- 
to  Eiform  you  that  I  am  willing  it  four  *>v  tivi>  yr<;.  r(»r  five 
})Oun(Ea  year,  not  be  obliged  to  take  i:  Lon-,a-  or  to  take  it 
during  my  EIf(N  for  (Mudit  poimds  a  yc;ii-.  Ratlu-r  Inclining  t.) 
the  former,  whi(E  is  all  at  present,  fn.m  yours 

Thomas  (d.eney,  l^>rookllcld  .\prill  ISE'* 

El  October  of  this  year,  a  note  frmn  hiui  acknowled-es  lilm- 
self   "  satisfied  and  contciUed  with  wh.-Tt.JLj'  «- 
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hatli  done  in  tliat  way  "  —  i.  hnildin^  liiin  :i  house  and  l>arn, 
and  di.scliaro;cs  the  town  from  furlliiT  uhli^aiion. 

The  people  agreed  to  d\is,  and  >tone:i  well  lor  him,  if  Ik-  wonhl 
release  them  from  the  one  days  work  e;icli  ni:in  lor  six  wars. 
There  is  no  si«;u  of  the  least  disa;:;reenient  in  the  r<-cord,  nor 
does  tradition  bring  us  any,  until  the  coruinL'  "I"  lie^■.  Geo. 
Wliiteficld  to  the  town.  Thursday,  Oet.  lii,  ]  V  IO,  the  •^reat 
Evangelist  on  his  way  from  ]jeiec!stei'  to  Xorl]iami)ton  reaehed 
the  parsonage.  The  land  was  a>lir  under  the  miglity  j  ower  of 
God  upon  his  preaching.  An  idmo-t  electric  Icii-cc  si-emed  to 
have  been  given  to  divine  truth  tlutjugli  his  elo^picnce.  'I'o  sec 
and  liear  In'm  was  the  univerr^al  ^vi^h.  Mr.  C'luncy's  peo- 
ple shared  this  enthusiasm,  and  v/hen  the  great  i)rcat  h»'i'  came 
to  the  town,  they  docked  to  the  meeting  hon-e.  The  pasloi* 
hesitated  ;  it  was  an  influence  he  was  unacnuaintcd  with,  and 
rather  feared  than  favored.  r)Ut  the  llock  were  before  the  shep- 
herd, and  with  characteristic  discretion  he  yielded  to  their  de- 
mand;  not,  however,  before  the  throng  made  the  m^'ciing  house 
too  small  by  far,  and  around  a  great  rock,  -aid  to  be  XorllixNcst 
of  Air.  Baxter  Barnes'  hou^c  they  gathere<l.  Th.'  wonderful 
preacher  began, — kindly  saluting  tluan.  ]!>■  was  glad  to  sec 
tlieni  ;  and  then  passed  to  enquire  tor  tlu-  m..ti\.'-  drawing  llu-ni 
there.  ''Some  of  you  come  to  hear  what  the  babbler  will  say," 
is  a  sentence  remembered  by  a  hrarer  who  wtiil  to  iier  re>t 
during  the  ministry  of  Ib'v.  Dr.  Blu'lps. 

A  'Treat  revivin---  of  religion  (MiMied,  in  v.  hirli  Mr.  (^lu'uey 
hcartilv  labored  and  by  which  tlu'  nligi-ais  character  of  the 
town  was  nuMuorably  strcngtlien('d.'' 

Mlis  grave  i-s  at  BiooklK-M,  a  few  ro-l^-  from  tlio  t-ntranoc  on  the  ri-lit  Inn.l. 

The  oi-itaph  roivls,  "  llcir  Ivos  lun  ic-.I  tlio  15...1y  nf  tlir  lU-v.  Tlumns  nmi.-v.  the 

f  iMl.f.il  I'a.^or  of  Hu>  ('lunch  in  tl.i.  ri;uH>  f-r  rnuro  lh:ni  ".O  IHol  iKor. 
11th,  1717.  Ap;o(ir)7/' 
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A  few  tmccs  of  civil  history  m-al  us  apiain  to  itself.  A  in'w 
life,  from  some  source,  was  visibly  infused  iuto  town  allairs  af, 
the  bo£rimiing  of  the  year  1713.  The  Committee  chosen  l)v  the 
General  Court  petitioned  for  new  members,  beini:  murh  weak- 
ened by  the  death  of  Jose})h  Uawlev,  I\s(|r."  Mr.  lObene/er 
Pomroy  and  Mr.  Luke  Hitchcock  were  elected. 

At  the  next  meeting  new  vigor  is  apparent.  A  list  of  con- 
ditions to  land  grants"  was  determined;  as,  that  tlu'  holder 
should  V' work  upon  y''  land  gi-anted  w  itliin  six  moiu'ihs  fj-om  v" 
grant.  2.  lie  should  come  and  live  on  it  within  a  veai-.  3. 
Shoulddive  on  it  three  years  from  the  grant  and  failing  in  anv 
of  these  particulars  the  grant  reverted  to  the  town."  'J'lu  se 
decisive  terms  quickened  and  consolidated  the  settlement,  and 
infused  both  vigor  and  conlidence  into  im]>ro\"ements  essential  to 
their  prosperity.  Capt.  Pomroy  was  appointed  Surveyor, — **  1 
pence  pr.  acrea  for  Laying  out,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner'." 
Philip  Goss  shortly  had  liberty  to  bnihl  a  horse-l)rIdge  over  the 
corner  of  Wickaboag  pond,  his  neighl)ors  helping  in  the  work, 
rmd  being  relieved  of  their  taxes  for  so  dt)ing.  In  duly,  dohn 
AVilcutt  has  a  grant  of  forty  acres  of  u]>land  free,"  having 
been  at  great  expense  in  building  a  grist-mdl,  and  bei^uu  a  -aw- 
mill  "  wdiich  will  be  very  Lenelitiall  to  the  Town."  Trovprrliy 
plainly  was  smiling  on  the  town,  and  at  the  eiul  of  live  yeaiN, 
and  in  less  than  one  year  aftei-  the  settlement  of  a  minister,  sueh 
was  the  progress  that  the  Conuulttee  petitioned  Ills  ICxeelK  n- 
cy,  Samuel  Shute,  ]->s(p-.,  Captain  (iend  ami  (b)vernor  in  Chief 
over  His  Majestv's  Province  of  Ma^s.  Lay  in  N.  Ivaml  the  (Gene- 
ral Court,"  that  the  ])eoph>  of  Lrookheld,  nov.-  near  lifty  fami- 
lies on  the  ])lace,  ha\e  near  lini-hed  a  vei-y  eonviMiIent  .M-  .ilng 
House,  have  settled  a  church  and  ordained  an  orth«»dox  and 
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learned  minister;     be  made  a  T()\vri-.lii]»,  and  said  Com.  re- 
leased." 

An  act  grantinfr  tliis  ])etiti<)n  was  ])assL'd  Nov.  1  J.  171^,  and 
Brookfield  invested  with  all  tlie  powers,  prlviK  and  autlioi-i- 
ties  to  direct,  order  and  manage  all  the  atlairs  as  other  towns. 
The  town  was  assigned  to  Hampshire  for  its  comity  connection. 
It  remained  a  part  of  Hampshire  until  the  erection  of  Worces- 
ter County,  Apr.  2,  1731,  when  it  was  transferred  to  this,  its 
present  connection. 

By  comparing  the  pojiidation  at  the  dates-  1G98,  wlien  only 
twelve  families  dwelt  here,  and  in  1718,  twenty  ye.ars  after, 
wlien  fifty  famihes  were  numbered,  an  average^  yearly  growth 
of  less  than  two  families  is  shown. 

"  The  Town  being  Disnii.-t  from  y""  Committee,  held  its  first 
Town  Meeting  Dec.  15th,  1718.''  Thus  begins  the  record, — 
"  Voted  :  Left.  Pliili])  Goose,  Moderator."  (If  caekliii:^  is  some- 
times heard  in  town  meetings  since,  what  wondei- ?)  'J'homas 
Gilbert  was  chosen  Town  Clerk.  The  w()rk  ol"  the  day  not 
being  finished"  adjourned  one  week.  Mr.  (lilbert  went  to 
Hartford,  Ct.,  to  be  qualificul  for  his  ofhce. 

The  next  year,  171 Thomas  Ihirnes  and  others  of  the  Se- 
lectmen of  the  town,  ])etiti()n  on  the  ba>is  ol'  an  onler  pa->ed 
]\Iay  1701,  for  a  survey  and  j-lot  for  the  town  -  eiLdit  miles 
square."  The  work  being  done  and  the  plot  loM  or''  mi^layeil," 
another  as  taken  by  'J'imolliy  Dwight,  Surveyor,  is  eftei-eil  tor 
acceptance,  which  was  done.  ^ 

'Huis  this  matron  t()\N  nship  had  territory  enongh  to  spare  por- 
tions to  the  daughters  which  s(u)n  sprung  up  around  hei-,  W  ar- 
ren,  New  Braintree,  ^^'are  ;  and  mor.-  roeeiitly  the  n-uiaiuing 
domain  has  been  partitioned  into  the  three  goodly  uiuni«  ipalities, 
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— Norili  Brookficld,  West  iJrooldR'ld  and  lirookfidd  ;  that 
the  original  "  eight  miles  square  "  is  now  parted  anumg  six 
townshi[)s. 

The  next  year,  1720,  tlie  ''Town  was  of  o]>inion  tliat  the 
power  was  wholly  in  the  Town  to  make  grants  of  land."  Land 
was  almost  the  only  staple,  the  curreney  indeed  between  the 
peo})le.  An  exam])le  occurred  in  1722.  "  In  consideration  of 
thi'ee  pounds  in  nails,  (i.  e.  the  nails  costing  thi'ee  poun-ls,) 
from  y^  hand  of  Mr.  Samuel  Porter  Ibr  use  in  ^ini^lling  y''  Meet- 
ing House,  the  town  made  a  gi-aiit  specified  by  bonmls,  be  it 
more  or  less."  Gratitude,  as  well  as  economy,  is  e\  idem  in  the 
payment. 

A  surprise  which  I  am  sure  others  must  have  while  ]ieru^ing 
these  records  as  well  as  myself,  is  happily  relieved  by  an  aet  in 
1731,  the  first  discovered  trace  of  public  care  lor  conunon 
schools. 

"  Voted.  That  the  Selectmen  ])rovid  Schooll  Dame-;  to  keep 
Schooll  in  y*"  Seueral  parts  of  the  town  for  o  or  4  months  in  the 
Summer  Season." 

"Voted.  That  any  number  of  ])ersons  that  are  mindt-d  to 
build  a  Schooll  lu)use  mav  set  it  uj)  in  y"'  highway  or  conmuui 
Land,  near  y*"  middle  of  the  town."  I'he  same  priuiligr  in 
any  other  })art  of  the  'J'own,"  was  voted  to  any  iK'>irIng  It. 
The  spelling  of  the  votes  shows  it  wa-;  high  tim-'  the  scIkh.I- 
master  should  be  abroad.  AW'  caimot  but  supp<»-e  that  schools 
had  been  kept  during  th(>se  sixty  years  of  life  in  the  ].laei\  In 
some  form,  instruction  was  doubtless  given  to  tlu*  children,  or 
this  and  subsequent  action  would  not  ]>e  f  )und,  as  the  care  for 
education  would  have  ceased  in  that  long  time,  unless  fed  by 
some  rills  of  instruction  invi>it)le  to  the  historian.  In  \l-V-\  a 
vote  of  *'  fifty  pounds  ibr  y'  school  for  y'"  ensuing  year     is  seen. 
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This  sctt?cinent  may  uuW<\  liavc  Ik-cii  In-liin.lliand  with  tliose 
on  the  coast,  and  with  tho^e  in  tho  valK'v  h.-voiKl.  in  the  matter 
of  schools  at  the  outset;  hut  tlic  cmincncr  oi"  (.ur  puhHc  -chools 
in  recent  times,  lias  ]ia])|)ily  shown  a  (h-])<j>iii.))i  tu  recompense 
any  early  neglects. 

Two  events  of  conspicuous  consequence  appear  in  tlie  re'-'.r,l 
of  1748.  The  ])eople  in  tlie  Northeast  part  o{'  tlie  town  liad 
grown  weary  of  their  distance  fi-om  the  sanetiiary,  and  the 
town  being  witliout  a  minister,  by  the  dealli  oC  Ii,-v.  Mr.  Cheiiev 
the  preceding  year,  a  design  for  a  new  ])reeinet  was  loi  in-'d. 
On  tli.e  28th  of  Nov.,  the  petition  of  Capt.  ]Cheue/..a-  V\'itt  and 
others,  for  such  a  division  was  refus^'d  ;  l»ut  a  geiKTens  pi-opo^al 
was  offered  by  the  town  to  grant  the  ]»etition  on  cfi'taln  con- 
ditions. Probably  the  election  of  Mi*.  l>h-ha  Ilardini:  a-  mini-- 
ter,  (the  other  noticeable  event  of  the  }ear, )  \\a^a  large  ele- 
ment in  this  new  precinct  question,  Ibr  a  (piite  tempestuous 
meeting  it  plainly  was,  in  which  the  jx  lillouers  were  repidsed, 
though  they  voted  concuri'ence  with  the  churi-li  in  their  choice 
of  ^Ir.  Harding  as  minister.  'Jlie  meetiu'j;  was  adjoui-m-d  for 
four  weeks;  and  then  after  considerable  Debat,"  \otcd  lor  Mr. 
Harding's  "encouragement  to  Settle  in  tlu*  (b)<p'd  .Ministry  one 
thousand  pounds  old  tenor  cnri'ancy,  iV  tor  his  yearly  Sallry 
Support,  the  Sum  ol'  Wvv  hundred  ]»ouuds  old  tenor.**  'I'his 
almost  over-genc>rous  stipend  makes  us  >u-pect  that  the  rest  ol 
the  town  would  ])ay  a  f]-ec  tax  themselvc-s,  tor  the  ^ahe  of  bleed- 
ing the  ])etitioners  for  the  new  pi-ecinct  down  t<i  <puetiies.s 
through  theii-  share  in  it.  'Jdie  ncLdiixent  ortho^raphv  of  the 
records  beti-ays  a  sadly  discompos.>d  vpii  it. 

A  curious  sliding  scale  wa-  devi-ed  at  this  lU'-i  tnig  f'l*  ^I''- 
Harding's  payment.       Accounting 'the  Same  *'  j.  v.  the  money, 
as  tho'  it  be  in  Indian  corn  at  JO.v.  pi',   bu  lu  l.     Uye,  •".".<?. 
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Wlieat,  AOs.  per  busliel  and  so  tlie  XoOO  tn  ])e  iiu'iv-n^rd  or 
(liminislied  yearly  as  the  [)riees  of  the  grains  vai  icd," — a  rather 
perilous  bargain  for  any  but  a  superhuman  nilni-ter,  and  l«>r 
parishioners,  not  of  like  passions  as  we  are.  TlK-re  is  an  ad- 
vance, however,  apparent  in  adopting  a  nioncN'  basi^  for  pastoral 
maintenance  in  place  of  the  entan^lin^  land  grants  of  eaiTier 
days.  Afterwards,  liberty  was  granted  him  tf)  cut  his  own 
firewood  on  the  common  land,  "  s'^  Mr.  llar(ling  not  to  mak 
"wast  of      wood,  es]>eclally  of  the  youni;-  wood." 

Next  year,  17-49,  Sept.  13,  ^Ir.  Harding  was  ordaine.l.  A 
brief  and  troubled  ministry  was  his  record,  'idie  North- men, 
i.  e.  men  of  the  north-east  \y^n  of  the  town,  pre<^i'(l  theii-  suit 
for  jiarochial  se])aration.  The  eoinlitious  named  by  the  town  in 
the  November  meeting  were  fulfilled  in  less  Ihmi  Icn  (hii/<,  i.  c. 
fifty  and  more  persons,  (and  by  Dec.  eight  more)  sent  tli.-Ir 
])crsonal  Vii(\\\i}^i  for  such  permI>>iou,  a>  had  been  jirescribed. 
They  rested  not  a-t  that.  With  an  astonishing  vigor,  on  the  ."ah 
of  April,  1749,  the  frame  of  a  liieeting  house  was  raised  on  the 
common,  fronting  which.  Col.  Tliuy  Nye's  house  now  stands. 
A  busy  winter  for  woodmen,  hewers  and  Cramer-,  it  mu-t  l:a\o 
been — to  cut,  hew,  frame  and  ei'eet  tlu'  hug<-  tind)er>  some  of 
us  remember  in  that  massive  IVame, — :dl  in  theshnrt  days  of  the 
three  winter  months  I  It  was  an  enerizy  prophi'tii-  of  that  which 
tlie  inhabitants  of  the  North  pari-li  liave  ever  show  n  ;  and  may 
they  never  be  behind  their  ancestors  in  any  onward  pid.Iic  work. 
But  this  haste  made  wa>te.  ddu>  location  was  not  sati<fa<Mnry. 
On  the  lOth  of  Octobei'  following,  a  covenant  was  signecl  by 
forty-two  of  the  iidiaiiitants  predi.-atlng  that  >everal  persons  (»f 
the  proposed  jiarish  ha\e  been  uiica-y  in  the  sitting  of  the 
Meeting  House  wlu  re  the  frame  now  stands."  They  engaged 
to  abide  by  an  arbitration  oi' disinterested  men.     'J'hc  men  Wi-re 
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chosen,  and  (IcclcK-d  tliiit  tli','  hoine  bo  ])uilt  on  the  spot  wIkm'o 
the  frame  was  standinij;.  Ten  years,  liowever,  jtassed  hetbro  the 
buildino;  was  finislicd,  and  iiKh-cd  n-pairiw^  and  fini-hini:  wmt 
on  togetlicr,  for  in  1T(*>1,  the  precinct  N'ott-d  to  take  the 
shingles  off  the  Roof  of  tlie  ^Meeting  honse  and  to  repair  the 
same." 

An  act  for  a  Parish  Incorporation  was  jiq-anti'd  Murc-h 
1750,  and  a  clmrcli  was  end^odicd  Mav  '2^.  ITo^  ;  and  tlie  m-xt 
year,  Jnne  3d,  Mr.  Eli  Forbes  was  ordaiiiL-ij  piistoi-,  lie  was 
a  graduate  of  Harvai'd  C'olle^e,  a  cla«-niatc  with  the  eniiiH-nt 
Judo;e  Cushincr  and  Mather  livlcs,  D.  1).  In  the  year  of  his 
decease,  1801,  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  ])i\  inity  was  conln-r.  d 
on  him.  His  mim'stiy  in  tlie  second  ))recinct  "  as  it  was  ct»m- 
monly  styled,  ended  March  1 ,  1 77 His  j)ati'ioti-m  wa-  — 
pected  by  his  })arishioners,  and  their  demonsti'ations  tuwai-d  Inai 
were  efHcient  in  deciding  him  to  i-emove.  Tradition  relates  that, 
the  suspicious  ])atriots  one  evening  followed  his  chaise,  thrt»wing 
stones,  and  epithets,  yet  hardei-  to  bear.  A  bag  ol"  leatln  rs  and 
a  pot  of  tar  found  on  his  door  stone  one  morning,  determineil  him 
to  resign.  An  aged  lady  who<e  lather  was  at  the  cdiui-ch  meet- 
ing in  which  the  vote  was  taken,  I'elated  to  me  that  on  tin*  iirst 
trial  after  Mr.  F.  had  stated  his  iva-ons,  the  maioiity  voted 
against  his  dismission.  He  then  a'ldre>scd  the  church  in  >nch 
determined  language  that  a  majority  vote  was  gained.  He  pub- 
lished an  ArtilleiT  J'^lection  Seimoii  in  1771,  with  a  somewhat 
testy  ])reface  indicatiuLi;  in  some  o{"  its  statement^,  tliat  the  sensi- 
tiveness of  his  parishioners  may  not  have  been  whc.lly  ground- 
less, lie  died  in  (iloucester,  Mass.,  in  the  pastoral  ofhce.  An 
excellent  portrait  of  him  has  been  M«einvd  (a  copy  from  an  old 
one,)  by  the  present  pastor  of  the  church.  It  is  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Fiist  Congregational  C'hurclu 


Ketnrning  to  t1u;  first  ]):u-isli,  tlif  pcoj.lr  Imd  scarci'lv  attaliicl 
their  composure  over  tlie  se)):iratioii  of  tlie  North  j):iri>h,  wlicii 
a  Ircsh  difheulty  heui;an  ainoiiij;  them<cl\:(.'s.  In  the'  year  17r>o, 
the  project  of  buihHug  a  new  nieeliiiL:;  huuse-  hccaine  a  .soui-rc  of 
trouble  and  contention.  As  often  since,  the  (picstion  ol"  Lica/i/i/ 
divided  the  peojile.  Thi'ce  locahties  wen-  in  dispute  ;  —  lir^t,  on 
tlie  top  of  the  liill  wliei'e  tlie  meetiiiii;  liou^e  (hen  stood  ;  second, 

on  the  plain/'  where  it  nov)  stands;  and  tliirtl,  ''Mr.  Scth 
Banister's  lawn,"  where  the  cliurcli  echflces  of  llrooklicld  are 
now  seen.  The  ))eople  South  of  the  hill  ^\■ould  not  v.illin^ly 
go  up  tlie  hill,  as  they  had  done,  iniu-li  h>s  i^o  over  it,  as  cU  nIivJ 
to  do  ;  those  West  of  the  liill  wouM  ^o  up  il  a~<  tlu.y  had  done, 
but  would  not  go  over  to  tlui  "  lawn."  'Idie  C(»ntest  as  shown 
in  the  petitions  and  jirojects  for  prccincl  meetings  was  aiuu-ingly 
acute,  not  to  say  acrimonious.  The  hill,  i-mphatirally  t/ii  i'/xl 
the  town,  in  opinion,  as  wrll  as  in  ti-rritorv.  lu.ili  di\  i>ions 
called  meetings  one  after  another  to  act  on  mere  ti-niativr  o))in- 
ions.  A  series  of  these  ])recinct  skirmivlit'.>  at  length  divw  a 
proposal  from  the  West  side,  to  give  uj)  ''the  plain"  i-ntiivly, 
and  to  unite  on  the  hill-top.  They  were  a  little  too  late.  '1  lie 
South  side,  with  the  exam|>le  of  the  North  piveinet  before  theui, 
determined  to  cut  the  knot  by  a  deei-ive  act.  They  >et  uj.  the 
frame  of  a  meeting  house  "on  Mr.  iiani-ter's  lot,"  in  an  iiicri- 
dibly  short  time,  exi)ecting  to  decide  ihe  (ji/rsdoti,  by  <loing  the 
thing'.  I5nt  timber  and  ^elf-will  were  rather  more  j-lenty  than 
yielding  self-sacrifice,  and  belore  the  echo  of  the  liewcr"b  axo 
had  died  away,  the  General  Court  were  moved  by  the  \\  est 
side  to  arrest  in-oceeding-^  and  to  stMid  a  committee  lo  virw  and 
advise.  They  came,  and  after  ]>atiently  hearing  the  jmriie^,  the 
committee  advised  a  separation  and  the  erection  of  a  thir.i  l.a^i^h. 
Their  report  was  accepted  Nov.  S,  17:)  1,  but  the  new  hou.e  bn- 
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gcred  in  fiiiisliinrr,  as  did  its  IMlow  in  tlir  Xortli  parish.  A 
cliurcli  was  not  gatliered  until  April  15,  ITot).  It  was  Inrmod 
of  twentj-five  males  and  fourtLMjii  leuiak-s.  Two  years  afl-T, 
or  May  24th,  1758,  ^'athan  Fi>kc,  A.  M.,  was  ordained  j.as- 
tor.  He  continued  in  otlice  tnrtv-on*,'  }i'ai->,  and  died  unattend- 
ed, Sabbatli  night,  Nov.  24tli,  IV'J'.'.  ''At  night  lie  retiivd 
apparently  in  good  health,  and  in  his  sleep,  his  spirit  departed 
to  its  eternal  home.'' — (^llci'.JIr.  ]\'(ir(l's  l'\'itrriil  S>  r/No/f.) 

His  education  and  talent  made  him  superior  to  most  oi'  the 
men  of  liis  time.  He  became  a  Doctor  in  Divinity  in  IT'.'i'. 
He  was  a  classmate  of  Governor  John  Hancock.  An  uiuiMial 
fondness  for  writing  and  i)ublishing  gave  him  preeminenc,«  over 
any  pastor  settled  in  these  chni'clics,  in  the  mimher  and  amount 
of  publications.  A  famed  literary  club  known  a^  the  *'  Minei-va 
Society,"  gave  occasion  for  a  series  of  e>says  by  him,  somewhat 
in  the  style  of  the  iS/>C6"/a/or,  which  were  published,  lli-^  his- 
torical sermon,  preached  "On  the  Last  Day  of  the  Year  1775," 
the  first  local  history  written  ol'  the  town, — thouLdi  singularly 
inaccurate,  yet  as  a  first  effort,  deserves  the  gratitude  of  posteri- 
ty. He  erected  the  house  in  which  Ib-v.  Mr.  Stone,  his  succes- 
sor, lived  and  died  and  bestowed  upon  the  lOvangelical  (Inireh 
•and  Society. 

The  first  church,  though  again  reduced  by  the  division  f m- 
ing  the  tliii'd  ])ari.>h,  nobly  v.-ent  Ibrwanl  to  build  and  tinish  a 
new  sanctuary.  This  was  done  in  17.)5,  The  recoiil  i^xNorthy 
a  place  liere.  "Jan.  -Ji^nd,  1 755,  Vote^l,  do  build  a  >beling 
House  for  public  worship  at  the  turning  of  the  County  rod.* 
near  the  North  l^ast  Corner  of  a  plow  Field  belonging  to  John 
learns  being  on  the  Tlain,  in  said  fu->t  Pi-Ci-inct."  *' \'oted, 
That  said  Meeting  house  be  built  with  timber  and  wood." 
"Voted,  That  the  meeting  house  shall  be  Ibrty  five  leet  m 
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lengtli  and  tliirly  five  {'vvi  in  w.mIiIi/'     At  tlio  snino  JiKH-liiic:  a 
committee  was  cliosen  "  to  aj. ply  to  the  2\u\  ami  o<l  I'lTclncts 
in  said  town  for  tlieir  proportion  of  ri^lit  in  tin-  old  nu't-tiii:^ 
house  frame."    Anim()>ity  to  the      'Jnd  I'rL'cinct,"  is  sem  in 
A'otes  refusing  Jal)e/  Upliam,  and  (others,  It-ave  to  he     sett  oO"' 
to  join  it.    A  conmiittce  w  as  chosen  to      to  fToneral  (,\»urt  and 
resist  sucli  petitions,  hut  in  AuL,qist  their  ri^'or  wa-^  relaxed,  and 
the  negative  votes  were  "  K(,'eon<I(h4\'d  and  I  )i^annull^•d." 
■   The     Pewfloor ''  \\  as  estimated  hv  a  eonunitte*  —  none  to  he 
more  than  £o  10s.  nor  loss  tlian  '2'j  >hillings.    'riii>  was  a  j)eriod 
of  vigorous  agitations  in  the  now  triplicated   parish,  hnt  the 
mother  showed  marked  dignity  and  skill  in  con(hifting  lierself 
toward  the  sensitive  daughters.    The  snperior  men  jilaiidy  were 
there,  and  tlieir  calmer  judgment  and  higher  charat-ter  imparted 
pleasing  wisdom  to  their  conduct  of  allairs.     lUit  the  heaving 
tides  of  the  time,  eitlier  l.roiiglit  all  the  hitent  di^-entcnts  uiih 
the  pastor,  (Rev.  Mr.  Harding.)  to  the  surtaee,  or  gave  templ- 
ing occasion  for  tlieir  utterance.     Pending  a  -cheine  to  assess  all 
the  inhahltants  of  the  three  pivcincts  to  pay  the  L^rant  (.f  .l'')!, 
made  to  I\Ir.  llavdlng  as  settlement,  this  slgniticant   voti'  i^  re- 
conU'd  :  that  "  said  flr>t  precinct  will  reliiupii^h  to  the  third  pre- 
cinct in  said  town  all  tlieir  right  and  (dalm  to  the  Kev.  l-di>ha 
Harding  as  a  mini-ter  live  and  clear  of  any  demand-  f.-r  .-r 
towards  Ills  settlement,  ])rovIded  the  said  l/iinl  precinct  will  re- 
ceive the  said  Mr.  Harding  as  a  mini^ter." 

•  Another  vote  sent  '[^homa->  Hilhert  to  the  General  Court,  for 
their  determination  as  to  which  j.recini^t  Ilcv.  Mr.  Ilanhng 
"shall  heloni:;"'  and  "that  there  may  he  nothing  said  hv  tho 
Society  receiving  him  as  to  paying  their  proportion  of  hi^  settle- 
ment." These  votes  occur  in  ihe  first  three  meetings  after  tho 
oreani/ation   of  the  third   parish,  which  was    Nov.  8, 


48 


These  ])ointccl  discontents  llicir  ('{IW-t  in  frnvinL;  hini  to  Re- 
sign, and  May  7,  1755,  a  council  of  tive  clmrclies  assemljlcd, 
and  after  tenderly  hut  plaiidy  stating  his  ca^r,  tcrun'uated  this 
never  very  happy  connection. 

In  the  American  Quarterly  Ilegister/  he  is  hriefly  mentiom-d 
as  "  a  gentleman  of  great  henevulcnce,  and  his  j)uhlic  ministra- 
tions were  serious  and  adapted  to  edify  and  henefit  his  lu-ai-crs. 
He  was  distinguished  for  his  juoltily  and  liu-raiy  ac<piisiii,)n<." 

Two  years  after,  February  1,  1757,  Mr.  Xi'Iu-miah  Stmng  (,f 
Hadley  was  chosen  pastor.  Me  declined,  hccause  the  encour- 
agement for  liis  maintenance  was  so  sleiidcr," — "  .€  15  l.iwfMl 
silver  money  tlie  first  year,"  to  increase  to  ,£Gt)  ])y  the  sixtli 
year,  and  to  continue  at  that,  al<()  thirty  cords  of  wt»o(l,  cnril- 
wood  length  and  delivered  at  his  door  ;"  was  the  ofler.  In  his 
refusal  he  speah's  of  the  insuliielency  of  tlie  ^uui,  in  sudi  a 
place,  where  I  shall  be  necessitated  to  expend  extraonlinarirs 
in  Ways  of  Hospitality,"  showing  that  Brookileltl  was  then,  as 
ever  since,  a  fiivorite  stopping  ])lace  for  good  men  on  journeys. 

A  call  to  Joseph  Parsons,  Jr.  of  liradfoid,  the  same  year,  was 
successful,  and  Novend)er  "23,  1757  he  was  ordained.  His  ex- 
cellent ministry  was  clo>e(l  by  death  in  the  bc.diniing  of  1771, 
in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  nge.  Durin;:  tlie  la<t  three  yi  ;n  s 
of  his  ministry  he  was  so  feeble  as  to  he  unable  to  j>rearh,  and 
affectionate  references  in  the  records  of  the  time,  n-veal  a  nnilu- 
al  esteem  between  i)C0j)le  and  pa-tor.  At  the  ni'M-tiii,^  in  March 
after  his  decease,  Dea.  Thos.  liieh  was  directed  "  to  procm-e  S: 
set  u^)  at  the  liev.  Mr.  Jo^.  Parson's  grave  proj.er,  decent  grave 
stones  in  memory  of  the  dead."  Twenty-four  .shillings  were  to 
be  expended. 

Rev.  Ephraim  Ward  succeeded,     lie  was  orvlaiiunl  October 
♦  Vol.  X.  p.  .03. 
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23, 1771,  ju^t  astlio  sliadow?,  of  the  l^ovolutlo!!  hcL^an  to  darkiwi 
the  horizon  of  tlie  land,  lie  was  fstecnu-d  tlii-oiiLdi  liis  p^stni-- 
ate, — wliich  was  Utile  sliort  of  41  years,— as  llic  uvIkiwc  Cliris- 
tian  scliolar,  illustrating  the  n;race5  of  tlie  vIllaL^;  pastor.  So 
admirably  pictured  by  tlie  godly  IIerl)ert  — 

*•  as  a  tender  fatlicr 
Dotli  teach  and  rule  the  Church  and  i.^  ohry'd, 
And  reverenced  hy  it,  sn  much  tlic  rather, 
By  how  much  lie  deiiglited  more  to  lead 

All  by  his  own  exanijde  in  the  way, 

Than  punisli  any  wlicn  ihcy  go  astray." 

His  colleague  and  successor,  Eliakiui  Plielp-,  D.  D.  enrlrlies 
our  festival  by  his  presence.  He  entered  on  liis  mini-try  licrc 
October  23,  181G,  wliicdi  was  the  forty -fifth  anniversary  of  Mr. 
Ward's  ordination,  and  sliared  with  him  tlie  cdioice  intimacies  <.f 
tlie  joint  pastorate  about  two  years.  Ten  years  and  two  days 
from  his  ordination,  October  25,  I82t>, — li*-  was  released  from 
his  charge  that  he  might  a^^ume  tlie  j)recept«tr>hip  oi'  a  once  fimed 
*'  Classical  Female  School,"  which  for  some  yeai  ^  llourished  here. 
Rev.  Joseph  I.  Foote  was  installed  on  the  day  of  Dr.  Pheljis* 
dismission;  memorable  for  his  reseandi  and  reproduction  ot  our 
loo  long  neglected  ainials,  alter  a  ministry  ot"  m-arly  six  year<,  re- 
tired, and  after  some  years  of  labor  in  uiIkm-  jihu-e.-,  difd  by  a 
casualty  on  the  day  before  which  he  was  to  have  bei-n  inaugur- 
ated President  of  Washington  C^dlege,  Teiui.  Ot"  him  and  his 
several  successors,  who  all  now  are  living,  :>ome  l\iture  ninialist 
"will  weave  the  cdiaplet  of  deserved  honors. 

But  it  is  more  than  time  to  present  a  few  of  [ho  honored  cit- 

zcn  names  adorning  our  history.    Jo>eph   I  > wight,  lirigadier 

General,  juid  jud^e  in  the  county  court,  rx'th^hire,  fu*  a  time 

resided  here.    11  is  military  careif  was  diirfly  in  counrcti.m  with 

the  ex])edition  to  Loui.->burgh  in  17  i.j.     lie  wa-  one  of  the  gover- 
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nors  council,  ^^■h]rh  at  tlint  |KTio-|  was  an  < mln-nt  station,  and 
connected  him  with  the  vhwnnvn  of  l,is  ,l;,v.  Jcshua  Vpham 
was  son  of  a  pliysiriaii  in  iJrookfichl,  honi  1  7  1 1 .  IK-aiul  Dwi^rl.t 
were  both  graduates  of  Ilarv:n<l  ('nlh._,,  ,„d  tVon.  th.-ir  uni- 
nence,  doubtless  contributed  nuicli  in  tli.'  -n.wtli  of  the  town.  I.v 
gnidino-  public  attention  to  it  and  },eiv„;Hh"ii._:  sctth  r^  toch.M.>c 
homes  here.  General  Dwi-lit  remove.l  tofinat  liiirrin-ton, 
where  he  died  June  9,  1TG5.  ()uite  earlv  in  lif  •  Jud-e  I'pham 
(as  he  became),  built  here  one  of  the  first  woolen  factories  ever 
attemj)ted  in  this  country,  (1708.) 

The  ^reat  colonial  contest  foi-  freedom  with  the  moth.-r  coun- 
try found  him  a  loyalist,  or  toiy,  as  then  stvl.'d.  This  rciimvcd 
him  to  Boston,  and  soon  after  to  New  Yoik,  where  he  i'.iurd 
tlie  British  army,  and  served  as  aid-dc-eanii)  to  L<.i-d  1  )ureh<'stcr, 
and  afterwards  colonel  of  di-a2;oon<.  In  the  service  of  the  Tiov- 
ince  of  New  Brunswick  he  went  to  London  in  ]8U7  an<l  died 
there  the  next  year. 

Judges  Dorr,  Merrick,  Crosby  and  Foster,  all  ininghd  freelv 
in  town  and  ])arish  afl'airs,  im[«;ii-tii)L:-  their  cnltnre,  wisd.mi  and 
energy  to  its  proceedings,  and  comniuuicating  the  honors  of 
their  In'gh  official  stations  to  tlieir  town  hoine<. 

Josej)!!  Doi'r,  Judge  of  the  Court  ot"('"niinon  IMea^aml  Judi:*-' 
of  Probate,  came  to  IJrookfield  fi'om  Ward  —  n«>w  Aubui-n. 
He  graduated  at  Caml)ridge,  17ol\  and  after  filling  sevi-ral 
])ublic  stations  died  in  thi^  town  ()cttilM«r  'W,  1S08,  aged  78. 
l^liny  I\Iei-rick  was  son  ol'  the  ministei-  of  WilKi-aham,  where  he 
was  born  Sei)tember  Tl,  17.")').  lie  gr;i<luate(l  at  Cambridge, 
177G,  and  studied  divinity  with  a  clerL'ymnu  in  Springflidd.  and 
preached  occa^^ionally  for  sevei  al  year-^.  Hi-  fe.l)le  health  hiti- 
dered  him  from  settlement.  T<>  inij-rove  it,  he  -]>ent  two  years 
as  a  teacher  in   \'ir"inia,  and  lindiiii:;  no  essential  benefit,  re- 
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turnefl,  and  after  tlic  requisite  study  of  tlie  law  at  lirid^^  u atrr, 
was  admitted  to  tlie  Ijar  in  riynioutli  County,  17>7.  In  the 
spring  of  1788,  he  came  to  Brookilcld,  wIrtc  he  remained  until 
his  death,  March  2,  181-1.  lie  was  made  Justice  of  the  Ccunt 
of  Sessions  in  1807,  and  cliosen  Senator  for  the  county  in  l^^OS. 
His  residence  yet  stands  next  to  the  first  ]\lectini:  IIuu^e  of  the 
Evangelical  Congregationall^t  Church.  Ih/u-ed  to  e.\|'i-rss  his 
great  attachment  to  his  pastor, —  llev.  Mr.  Stoiu-, —  Ijy  saying 
that  if  any  man  spoke  evil  of  him  in  his  pi-ocnce,  lie  would  iu- 
stantl}^  knock  him  down.     He  had  lived  in  \"ii-;iini;L  ! 

Oliver  Crosby,  a  native  of  Iji'ookfield.  hnni  June,  17'''>,  he- 
came  a  justice  of  the  Court  of  Conuuon  IMeas  in  iSl  I,  and  the 
next  year  was  elected  a  Senator  for  the  county.  Thougli  not 
publicly  educated,  he  raised  himself  to  rare  eminence  by  s»-ll- 
culturc.  He  was  for  some  years  one  ol'  the  cliiel"  men  of  Drooi;- 
field.    His  decease  occurred  July  24,  1818. 

Jabez  U})ham,  son  of  Phineas,  was  born  in  BrooklieM.  l^y 
self-exertion  he  <zained  a  dt^^ree  at  Canibiidi^e,  17^  ).  lb'  at- 
tained  distinction  as  a  lawyer  and  was  twice  elected  Uepre-  nt- 
ative  to  Congress. 

•  Rut  the  name  ever  preliminent  in  the  annals  of  iHonl-fu-ld, 
is  that  of  Jedediah  Foster,  k^-oni  that  hom^'  of  good  men,  the 
town  of  /Vudover,  he  came  here  to  begin  hi->  public  life  not  lar 
from  1745,  graduating  at  Canibri.lge  the  preceding  year.  Il»' 
was  chosen  ]Maj or  of  forces  raisetl  in  17.V1,  when  the  I-'rendi  an>l 
Indians  endangered  the  country.  Intlie''  Trovincial  C<'n.;rev> 
he  had  a  seat,  and  the  people  (diose  liim  i-olonel  l)ef)re  there  was 
a  government  to  i^^ue  commissions.  He  wa^  Judge  ot  Probate 
and  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  March  177'.',  he  was  in  the 
Conventiou^at  (Cambridge,  as<i>mbled  to  f.>rni  a  constitution,  and 
one  of  the  committee  lor  ib-afling  it.     Put  his  citi/.en  characlcr 
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should  be  specially  comineinorateJ  In  these  padres.  The  perusal 
of  our  records  will  show  tliat  no  man  has  cvi-r  ilwi-lt  imion;^'  us, 
who  licld  so  many  local  trusts, —  lived  in  sueli  intimate  syni|»a- 
thy  with  the  ]K'0})le,  cared  for  and  served  tlu  in  so  ahundantlv 
and  excellently, —  and  yet  so  far  excelled  tliem  in  station  and 
character.  lie  projected  and  carried  through  more  that  i^  to  he 
prized  in  our  town  life,  than  could  he  recounted  for  hours.  In 
church  affairs,  and  for  a  time,  in  ei\il  eoneern^,  Deacon  Ih  ni  v 
Gilbert  is  more  frequently  visible  ;  and  he  and  his  descendants 
may  justly  claim  an  estimable  preeinineiuv  in  the  early  histo- 
ry of  the  town.  Their  ancestry  and  |)Osterity  were  alike  honor- 
able. Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  seen  in  history  in  company  with 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  is  supposed  to  have  been  anion;:;  the  ances- 
tral connections. 

No  one  perusing  our  early  records  will  fail  to  see  that  Fos- 
ter and  Gilbert  bore  the  trusts  of  the  town  more  fully  by  far 
than  any  other  citizens.  We  esteem  that  to  be  the  highe^t  style 
of  citizen  manhood  which  gains  and  holds  the  atfectionate  con- 
fidence of  the  worthiest  of  the  eonuuoii  people  throuL'h  all  the 
tests  of  every-day  life  ;  and  at  the  same  time  tinds  high  iM.viiion 
fliven  to  it  amono;  eminent  statesmen,  jui-ists  and  scholars  of  the 
times.  Few  men  more  completely  unite  these  conditions  than 
Judo-e  Foster.  Let  an  illustration  of  each  class  sutlicc.  Some 
years  before  his  death  the  chui-ch  in  this  town  made  choice  «.f 
liim  for  deacon, — "He  suspended  his  answer,"  say  the  record^ 
"  till  the  church  consented  to  introduce  TateaJid  I'.i-ady's  IV-alms, 
on  trial,  then  gave  it  in  the  ailirmati ve."  Tims  he  achieved  a 
reform  in  that  proverbially  sensitive  jiart  of  public  worship,  the 
sinciu'T,  and  that  in  a  somewhat  stubborn  L:en<'i-at ion,  bv  couj.l- 
ing  a  sacred  public  benelit  with  his  acce|>tance  of  a  humble  ot"- 
fice  which  his  station  in  lile  enabled  him  to  honor  by  acci'ptiug, 
rather  than  to  derive  honor  I'lom  it. 
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The  otlior  illiisti'ution  : — As  tlie  Proviiu-lal  Coiij^n-cs-  :it  Pliil- 
adelphla  was  clis})orslnn;,  in  177.')^  (iiMifral  \V:isliin::t(iii  in.juirod 
who  were  tlie  Massachusetts  m^*n  on  whom  he  couKl  osj>c'cially 
rely  in  the  great  struggle  be' fore  the  coU)nies.  Mr.  l"\)->tor  of 
Broohfield  was  named  amonj^  otliers  as  one  to  whom  the  (Unn- 
mander-in-Chief  could  confKle  his  counsels,  and  from  wIkmu  he 
could  expect  unwavering  fidelity  as  a  i):itriot.  A  man  so  mi- 
nutely careful  for  the  %s'elfare  of  a  vilhig  •  chui-rh,  and  so  wise 
in  advancing  its  prosperity,  and  s(j  beloved  by  them  ;  and  mai-ked 
in  the  distant  council  chamber  of  tln>  comparatively  unactjuaint- 
ed  colonies  as  one  of  a  few  upon  wliom  the  newly  chosen  chief 
could  place  s])ecial  trust,  presents  a  character  of  cniiiu-nt  com- 
pleteness and  worth.  It  deserves  our  ailectionate,  i-cvrreut 
honor.  We  ought  to  devise  some  memorial  to  ke«'j»  hi>  name 
on  the  lips  of  generations;  some  broad  avenue,  somr  jtii/ed 
school,  or  public  institution  dear  to  the  heai'ts  of  the  propK'  ami 
rich  in  benefits  common  to  all. 

In  the  other  ])recinct,  the  North,  at  that  period,  the  names  of 
A^-ers,  Bigelow,  Hale,  Gil1)ert,  Adams,  Witt,  Totter  and  otlu-rs 
were  borne  bv  men  of  comprehensive  enterpi-i^e,  and  »)f  gri-at 
executive  force  of  charactei'.  They  weie  n-ally  clioice  ni'-n  l'>r 
•fraining  the  precedents,  and  jiuttini:  in  motion  a  well-oi-d.aed 
and  efiicient  town  life.  They  deserve  a  I'uller  tribute  than  will 
ever  be  written  of  tluMu. 

Passino-  the  unevi'utfnl  lull,  whicli  f  )lIowed  the  stormv  do/.eu 
years  in  which  date  the  divi-vion  of  the  town  into  threi-  ]»recinet>, 
— the  building  of  thre(»  meeting-hon<es — tiie  di^mi>si(>n  nfcine, 
and  the  settlement  of  three  lu'W  mini-ter>, — a  doeket  of  labors 
deserving  a  period  of  repose — we  reaeh  the  lir>t  recordi-(l  tokuis 
of  the  Ivevolution. 

May  17,  177o  a  meeting  was  held.    Je.lediah  lM.>ter,  moder- 
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ator, — to  choose  a  coiiiinitti-e  lo  se-iid  "  A  Letter  of  tli;iiik'<  t.» 
the  Town  of  I>oston  for  llieir  car*^  in  Statini:  a  lisl  of  tlie  In- 
fringements and  \'i()hitions,  of  lliulits  *  *  made  liv  tlie  Conrt 
and  Parhament  of  Great  lii-itian,  and  to  ^how  that  tlie  town 
fully  concur  with  the  Town  of  liuvton  in  Sentiment,  etc." 
Names  from  each  of  the  precine.ts  are  on  tliis  committee.  The 
letter,  doubtless  from  the  pen  of  Fo.ster,  after  bein^  twice  read, 
was  recorded  on  the  books,  and  ^eni  to  ljosti»n.  One  sentence  of 
.this  letter  sliould  be  in  every  lirooldlekl  liousehoKl.  This 
Town  will  ever  be  ready  to  assert,  and  in  e\eiy  le^^al  and  ]»nt|>- 
er  way  maintain  those  Ilights  and  LiOcr/if  s  fur  our  c/iilflren, 
which  were  with  so  much  Labor,  Blood  and  'J'reasure,  pnrelia^ed 
by  our  ancestors  wdiose  memory  is  and  ought  to  be  oteenied  by 
us." 

The  patriotism  of  the  entire  dociunent  seems  at  tliis  di>tancc 
almost  sublime.  It  would  toueliingly  l)efit  a  town  meeting  (hn*- 
mg  the  iniquitous  rebehion  raised  by  the  oj)pressors  at  this  day. 

December  27,  1TT3  a  meeting  was  held  and  two  K-tter^  fiom 
the  town  of  Boston  were  read.  Fo^tei',  liaKlwin,  Uice,  I'pham 
and  Gilbert,  were  chosen  to  consider  and  repoi  t  a  pi-oper  re- 
solve relative  to  tlie  importation  of  tea  from  (inat  liriii.in. 

And  such  other  matters  as  are  i)ro[)er  ibr  this  town  to  do  at 
this  difHcult  time." 

*'  Li  about  one  hour,"  the  commiilee  returned  and  reported, 
(after  ])reamble,)  "we  think  it  oui-  indi-pen-able  duty  in  the 
most  ])ublic  manner,  to  let  the  world  know  (.ur  ulter  abiiorrenc(? 
of  the  last  and  most  detestable  scheme  in  the  introdu.-tion  of  te.i 
from  Great  Bjritain,  to  b-  pedled  out  atnon-  n<,  by  uhieh  means 
we  were  to  be  made  to  swallow  a  poix.n  mori-  talal  in  its  c-lli-ets 
to  tlie  natural  antl  jiolitieal  rights  and  i)rivilege  of  the  peoj.le 
of  this  coimtry  than  rabbanr  v\,ul<l  br  to  (In  nutuialbolyr 
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Alas  for  tlie  Clilnii  sots,  tlio  pi-Ide  of  our  mntlicrs  !  This 
burst  of  ])atriotic  rlictoi  io,  liowevi-r,  is  f  )ll()\vi'il  1)V  sciitciic»->  <jf 
nobler  patriotism.  "  Loyalty  Sc  tldriitv  to  our  must  gracious 
King,  George  tlie  Thinl,  &  clue  obedience  to  the  guvc-rnmeut 
under  him,  by  Divine  Providence  &  by  F.aw  cstabli-lu-d  in  this 
Province,  we  will  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  maintain  and  de- 
fend. An  uninterrupted  Friendship  &  Connncree  witli  the 
Country  of  our  Fathers'  nativity,  we  n  ish  tu  continue  to  the 
latest  Generation  ;  bat  our  dear  hoi/^/tl  ri^hfs  ,y  jjrirUcLrcs  wc 
will  never  tanielij  <^ive  vpy  Further  on  thev  say,  of  our 
dearest  civil  &  reliirious  ])rivile"<'s  when  wrested  iVom  u^,  wo 
shall  not  think  our  lives  and  pro[)erty  too  nuich  to  be  sp.-nl  in 
their  defence  and  recovery."  The  seH-denial  ami  determined 
sacrifice  in  those  words,  prophesied,  as  tliey  deserved,  the  bur- 
cess  which  crowned  the  wearisome  strife. 

In  May  1774,  another  letter,  nuu-h  hke  tlie  former,  was  sent 
fo  Boston.  "  June  21.  At  a  very  l"ull  meeting  ol"  tlie  iidiabit- 
ants,"- — after  reading  several  letters  fi-om  commiltees  in  IhiNum 
and  Worcester, — three  citi/ens  wei-e  disputed  to  wate  on  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ward,  and  desire  him  to  attend  and  oj-eii  this  meet- 
ing with  prayer,  and  the  re(piesl  wa>  compli-nl  with  in  a  very 
sollom  manner."  Letters  and  coven.'ints  were  then  reail  "ami 
lon<T  debate  thereon."  A  number  of  iiersons  sii:;iUMl  the  c«)Vc- 
nants.  Aconnnittee  of  six  were  chosen  to  inspect  the  1  railers 
of  this  Town  and  see  that  they  do  omply  with  tlie  covenants, 
and  to  see  that  every  person  had  the  otier  of  signing  the  cove- 
nant, and  also  to  take  care  that  pedlars  do  not  sell  any  goods  in 
this  Town." 

These  patriotic  toini  mccHiii^s  wei'e  fre(pient,  and  m  tlnan 
instructions  to  Pepresentatives  and  other  ()llieer>,  very  ably 
drawn;  correspontlence  with  the  chief  towns  and  local  com- 
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mittoes,  all  sliow  tlio  prosonco  c»r  aotlvo  and  sln.n-  leadcTs. 
Jedediali  Foster  \va.s  chosi'ii  Ropromtativc  to  Ouncral  Court, 
and  in  December  to  a  Prox  liu-ial  Coiii^re^^  to  he  hold  at  Cam- 
bridge; and  at  the  same  meetiiii^  ''Voted  iiiK-mim(.u>ly,  that 
this  town  do  fully  approve  of  the  association  of  tlu'  Contim'utal 
Congress,  and  that  they  will  strictly  adliere  to  the  .vime  in  all 
respects."    Also  voted,  That  the  ministers  I..-  dc<irvd  to  iioiiiV 
contributions  for  the  Boston  sufferers  ^md  l)a\  l(I  lIit<-hrock, 
John  Baldwin,  and  Seth  Banister,  Jr.  (one  fi'om  eaeh  j.ixclm-t,) 
were  chosen  to  receive  the  same  and  tj-anspoit  thnn  to  r*ost«)n. 
A  corps  of  minute  men  was  resolved  on,  to      he  immcdiatelv 
equiped  with  an  efl'ective  fire-arm,  rarlridixr  hox,  knap-^ack,  and 
thirty  rounds  of  Powder  and  hall,"  and  that  they  shouM  '*  take 
extraordinary  ]);iins  to  accpiire  the  skill  of  (  (unpleat  soldier^." 
These  were  in  addition  to  the  regularly  cin'ollrd  militia,  (i'-n- 
erous  provisions  for  J^aying  these  mimite  mm  for  training  time 
was  also  made.    A  curious  covenant,  as  'tis  styh-d,  was  ilraw  n, 
to  wdiich  one  enlisting  should  suhserihe.    Th<'  lu-art  of  tlie  tnwn 
was  swelling:  with  the  keen  throes  of  fear  and  drtcrmiu'-d  '■  ic- 
rifice  if  called  to  it,  in  the  coming  content.    'J\)wn  meetings 
were  frequent,  and  ''  long  debate,"  is  a  re])eateil  dex-riptinu  «>f 
t^iem.    In  reverent  admiration  and  snrpri^*',  we  come  up. mi  the 
records  of  a  meeting  hehl  May  ilJ,  17Tt>.    ''The  (pi«xti..n  was 
asked  in  the  words  of  a  re^olve  ol'  the  (ien -  nd  ('nun  wheiher 
this  Town  would  support  the  Hnu'hle  Con  jre-s  iu  the  measure 
if  they  for  our  libertv  should  stv'  lit  to  detdare  llu*  cnlonies  In- 
dependent of  Great  Britain,  (ind  it  j)fissrtl  in  thr  njlirmri/ivr  al- 
most  unanimousli/y    ]I(Mior  to  the  Bronkfield  patriots!  Tiicir 
declaration  of  IndeiuMidence,  is  one  month  and  twidve  days 
older  than  that  of  the  Congress.     F..rem<.st  in  declariui:,  m.iy 
tliey  be  tiie  last  in  resigning  or  lu'trayiu;;  tlif  j.rieeless  k'ree- 
doni  so  gloriously  won  I 


57 


Near  tlic  close  of  this  year  (1T70)  a  record  of  slni:ul;ir  In- 
terest occurs.  A  bounty  of  XGO  is  k-vicd  to  he  paid  i<»r  (^ne 
hundred  fire-arms  with  a  bayonet  affixed  tliercto,  provitlcd  ihcy 
arc  wholly  manufactured  in  this  town  within  one  year."  Where 
\vas  the  Brookfield  armory,  and  who  made  nmskels  and  bayo- 
nets hei'e  eio-hty-four  years  aj^o  ? 

At  the  March  meeting  next  year  (1777),  it  was  "  Voted, 
That  the  Town  may  wear  their  hats  exceptin;^;  when  tliey  .^peak 
in  publick  in  Town  meeting."  At  the  same  meeting  A  h-t 
of  the  price  of  articles"  was  adopted.  These  lists,  connu«>n  to 
the  towns  at  that  time,  were  fatal  cliecks  to  specuhitoi-s  and  na  r- 
cenary  plunderers  of  the  })ublic  in  tlie  time  of  general  ihstress. 
A  few  of  the  items  will  )-e])ay  C()})ying. 

Farmiuii  labour, — from  the  20ih  dav  of  dune,  to  tin-  '2<>th 
day  of  August,  shall  not  exceed  8  sliiliings  per  ihiy,  and  from 
the  20th  day  of  NovV  to  the  20th  day  of  Jan'y,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed \s.  6d.  per  day.     Indian  corn  meal  shall  not  exceed  :]s. 
per  B^.,  good  grass-fed  beef  2.]  ])ence  per  lb.,  stall-f'  d  d<>., 
Good  butter,  9|  pence  per  lb.,  firkin  do.,  8J  per  lb.    CJood  yard 
wide  Tow  cloth  25.  ])cr  yard.    Striped  y'd  wide  flanel  b/. 
Good  Walnut  wood  8  ft.  long,  Ss.  \)cr  cord.     Oak  do.,  7.s-., 
"  each  cord  to  be  delivered  at  the  doov  of  the  buyer."    "  .\ 
good  meal  of  meat  victuals  of  the  connnon  soil  ^jh.ill  not  exceed 
9<:/."       For  making  men's  shoes  shall  not  (>\ei'ed  '2s.  SJ.  p.^r 
pair."    "  A  Doctor  shall  not  exceed  Tu/.  (sixpence)  \n-v  mile  in 
his  charge  in  ti-avel  to  visit  his  Tatience."       For  men'.s  com- 
mon boarding  by  the  week  shall  not  exceed  7>-.''     In  suggestive 
sagacity  the  i)rices  of  N.  F.  toddy  and      j-hlii*  "  and  other 
strong  drinks  iwv  put  at  tlie  foot  aixl  mo^t  ob^•an•e  part  of  the 
louf  fde,  as  if  thev  were  the  last  artii'les  ever  to  be  needed  (»r 
bouMit.     Well  for  the  town  had  they  been  always  so.  How 
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long  tills  miinlciiKil  })rotL'cti()n  \va<  kept  in  furco,  oi-  what  sixriril 
good  came  from  it,  does  nut  appcai'. 

But,  keeping  step  with  tlie  ])r()givss  of  fivedom,  in  Aj.ril, 
1777,  "Voted,  That  tlie  iidiabltants  of  this  town  will  lun  cudv 
strictly  adhere  to  and  ohserve  the  act  of  the  CuMieral  Court 
called  the  Rc^gulating  Act,  liiit  also  use  our  utin(jst  endeavors 
to  detect  and  bring  to  ])unishmi'nt  those  unfriendly  seliish  per- 
sons who  at  this  important  crisis  ^hall  llu'  elironterv  to 
counteract  the  good  and  wholesoniL'  laws  of  this  SiaU'."  in 
[November  of  this  year  a  committee  ol"  nine  pci  ^oii-^  were  appoint- 
ed "to  provide  for  the  famiHes  ol"  the  non-commi^-^iDned  oilleers 
and  soldiers  that  are  in  the  Continental  Ai-my."  'I'he  next  year, 
March  25th,  1778,  "Voted  to  accept  of  the  Conleilei-acy  of  the 
Continental  Congress  and  to  ejijoin  it  to  their  (»'ur)  K>  pi\M'n' 
tatives  that  they  consent  to  the  same."'  And  in  the  same  ready 
mind,  the  next  year,  May  20th,  177'd,  they  voted  lor  a  State 
Convention  "  for  the  sole  ])urpose  of  forming  a  new  Constitu- 
tion." In  Octobei'  of  this  year,  a  shach^w  spreail  (tver  the  town 
in  the  death  of  the  lion.  Judge  Fo.-ter.  From  the  beginning 
of  the  great  era  of  struggle  for  National  Lib'-rly,  he  i>  eou- 
stantly  seen,  not  alone  presidiiii;  over,  but  shaping  and  ailminls- 
tCilng  the  counsels  of  the  town.  'J1ie  ]>ul)lic  mind  .sifely  trust- 
ed in  him  in  those  dark  hours,  au'l  with  eminent  wisdom  and 
fidelity  did  he  guide  the  conliding  people.  We  can  hardly  over- 
rate the  pressure  upon  the  inhabitants  at  that  time;  one  mtm  in 
SCVOl'm  North  precinct  had  b.  ru  drafted,  and  not  nmeh 
different  could  it  have  been  through  all  the  town.  in  the  year 
1777,  they  voted  to  raf^e  wo  money  lor  schooling,"  far  spent 
^vas  their  revenue  ;  and  ibur  year>  aft*M',  they  were  obliged  to 
liire  money  to  C(iuip  the  soldiers  bef)re  they  could  leave  ti)wn 
for  the  anny.     Jhil  I)i\ine  Trox  id.aiei-  did  not  leave  llu'  people, 
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led  tliroiigli  so  many  dellvenmccs,  williout  m'tdcd  K-adors. 
The  year  of  liis  father's  deatli,  l)\vii/ht  Foster,— born  in  liruok- 
field,  Dec.  7,  1757,  graduated  at  lii-own  TnivL-rsiiy  (177  I,;  a 
lawyer  for  a  tunc  in  Providence,  ]l.  1., — rtturn^'d  to  hi-  native 
town.  lie  was  a  young  man  of  rare  j.roini>e  and  his  town-nu-n 
discerned  it.  At  tlie  town  meeting  in  May,  Voted  :  Mr. 
Dwight  Foster,  Moderator,  l-lo  yeas  in  favor  of  tlie  new  Con- 
stitution and  11  against  it  !  "  This  curt  record  sliows  his  fn-st 
public  service, — tlie  hig.liest  tlie  town  could  confer  ;  and  at  al- 
most the  fi]-st  opportunit}'  after  his  return,  llexerenee  jnr  the 
father  doubtless  quickened  tlie  heart  oi'  the  })eople  t<j  Iioikh*  the 
son.  It  was  an  auspicious  omm  to  pieslde  in  such  a  meeting  at 
the  outset  of  his  j)ublic  life  ;  and  three  weeks  later,  May  1^1,  he 
was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  General  Coui  t.  He  was 
then  22  years  of  age.  At  the  same  meetmg  a  long  and  states- 
man-like document  was  read,  said  to  be  in  his  handwriting.  It 
relates  to  the  ratification  and  adoption  of  the  Constilniion  Ibr 
the  State.  He  was  chosen  delegate  to  the  convention  held  in 
Boston  the  next  month,  "To  complete  the  Constitution  an<l 
Frame  of  Goverinnent."  His  great  eminence  came  from  labo- 
rious industry,  "  rising'  before  it  icds  liglit  ''  for  .study.  He  was 
a' model  to  young  men,  in  me'thod,  order,  promptness  and  the 
great  facility  in  the  management  of  business,  which  come  from 
it.  "  Though  of  delicate  and  uncertain  lu^dtli  "  Ik*  accomplish- 
ed much.  In  addition  to  the  honors  named,  he  wa^  the  .succes- 
sor of  Judge  Spra^ue  in  the  oilice  oi'  lli-h  Sherili' of  the  Coun- 
ty,— Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Conuuon  pleas,  t'or  ten  years, 
— an  Elector  of  rresideut  and  Vice  Fresident  when  Washing- 
ton was  chosen  Chief  ^lagistrate  the  second  time, — a  nuMnl)er 
of  the  Governor's  Council, — a  K<  presentative  in  Congrrss  fnuu 
1793  to  1801,  and  a  Senator  ihniug  the  two  succeeding  years. 
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He  died  April  20,  1823,  at  the  ni;c  of  sixty-six.  Hon.  J;i1,l.z 
Upliam  sliares  with  liiin  the  lienors  of  rL-pi'i'scntin^  the  State  in 
Congress.  Mr.  Foster  alone  of  our  eiti/.ms,  had  a  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

In  1781,  the  town  was  districted  by  Parishes,  as  the  precincts 
are  thereafter  styled.  This  was  done  in  order  to  raise  soldiers 
for  three  years,  and  coinniittees  were  chosen  to  eidist  and  hire 
men.  They  were  empo\N-ercd  to  "  hire  sucli  sum  or  sums  of 
money  "  as  they  needed.  The  enlistment  of  Continental  soldiers 
was  a  work  of  conspicuous  concern  during  this  period. 

As  the  tasks  of  the  Revolution  weiv  ending,  the  new  (pies- 
tions  of  self-fiovernment  cnuaiied  anxious  attention.  J\ntire 

t~>  .  ■ 

pages  of  the  records  are  filled  v>ith  re]»orts  imd  resolves  uj>oji 
the  fundamental  question  of  civil  ^overinm  nt.  Numerous  and 
elaborate  instructions  were  drawn  up  for  I'epresentaiives.  ()iie 
is  "  To  the  Respectable  Capt.  Rhinehas  Upli:nn  our  liepre>enla- 
tive." 

In  1784  the  representative  is  most  loyally  instructed  tlius  — 
"  Thirdly,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Town  tliat  the  articles  of 
"Confederation  and  })erpetual  luiion  between  the  Thirtt-eu  I  lut^  d 
States,  being  ratified  and  established  by  each  State  in  the  l  iiion, 
are  solemn!//  bindiuL,^  on  the  scvcrnl  flutes  :  ami  thut  no  a(t(  >uj>t 
ought  to  be  made  to  (lissoirr  or  ir^ahoi  thr  samr  ;  but  on  the 
other  hand  if  we  mean  to  support  our  dii^nity  as  a  nation,  t  rrrt/ 
effort  ought  to  be  used  to  strengthen  the  Vnum  and  rendt  r  the 
Bonds  indissoluble.'' 

This  specific  instruction  might  usefully  \>o  co])icd  for  not  .a 
few  represcntin2;  the  people  at  this  day.  Inlamy,  endless  infa- 
my be  on  the  heads  of  sons  who,  af"ter  all  tlu-se  years  c»f  bh-<-mg, 
have  degenerated  to  traitors  to  the  noble  town-meeting  loyalty 
of  our  fathers. 

\ 
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In  1785,  a  division  of  tlie  count y  was  iir;^'od  l>y  tlic  towns  in 
tlie  north  part.  A  lon^;  und  able'  protest  was  presented  against 
it  by  Foster,  Hall  and  Uphani. 

The  Shays  rebellion  has  little  place  in  the  town  records. 
Many  of  the  citizens  served  as  soldiers,  and  the  rebel  leader  him- 
self had  served  as  a  hired  man  with  Daniel  Gilbert,  Ksip-.,  in 
the  North  Parish. 

A  violent  attack  of  economy  was  exjierienccd  by  the  town  in 
May  of  the  next  year.  "Voted  :  'J'hat  the  ])er<on  who  shall  be 
chosen  to  represent  the  Town  shall  return  all  the  money's  lu* 
shall  receive  over  and  above  bd.  per  day  for  his  services  at  the 
General  Conrt,  exclusive  of  travelling  fees,  to  the  Treasmvr  of 
said  Town  !  " 

In  1791,  tlic  question  of  dividing  the  county  again  returned, 
and  the  selectmen  of  eleven  adjacent  towns  were  to  be  iuvii.'d 
to  call  meetings  in  those  towns  to  choose  connnittees  to  a  cou- 
ference  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Josej)!!  Keed,  lOsip*.  Nu  re- 
sult appears  on  the  records.  In  October  of  this  year  is  found 
the  first  recorded  warrant  f  )r  a  meeting. 

In  1799,  an  article  in  the  I'own  warrant  sliows  tliat  Nicholas 

Jenks  and  others  had  prayed  to  be  incorporated  as  a  separate 

religious  (Baptist)  Society.     A  protest  was  vott-d  against  it, 

because  the  petition  was  in  its  ])rincij>les  exccptinnable  and  in  ils 

operation  would  tend  to  the  injury  not  (»nly  to  the  inhabiiants 

aforesaid,  but  of  the  society  thems'-l\ es.     It  states  the  opm- 

ion  that  the  rights  of  conscience  ought  ever  t(^  be  held  sacred, 

and  that  all  denominations  of  christians  demeaning  thi'mM-lvt's 

peaceably  have  an  inalienable  right  of  worshijiing  their  Creator 

agreeably  to  its  dictates."    The  jTotot  filled  and  the  I',  ij.tl^t 

Church  and  Society  of  East  lirouktleld  i>  the  result  of  the 

petitioners  endeavor. 
C 
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Tlie  century  closed  inidcr  tlic  >lia(lf)\v  of  tliat  <^i\'M  iiatloiKil 
bereavement,  which  also  closed  an  cia,  the  death  of  WashiiiLrlon. 
The  town  witli  patriotic  reverence  calk-d  its  eminent  citiy.cn, 
Hon.  Pliny  Merrick,  to  pronoimce  an  eulo^v  on  the  beloved 
Father  of  his  Country;  for  wlilch  service  done  f>n  tli.-  '22n(\  of 
February  following,  he  received  "  the  thanks  of  the  inliabiiants," 
with  tlie  request  of  a  copy  for  pnl)li(  ation. 

This  century  of  town-life  beinnnin"-  a^  it  did,  amid  savn<:c 
tragedies ;  the  settlement  in  the  wilderness  far  IVom  neiLrhljors  ; 
with  no  extended  natural  feature,  like  sea  coast,  great  rivei-,  or 
national  road,  and  with  no  surpassing  soil,  or  forests,  or  mines, 
was  yet  a  remarkably  prosperous  century. 

Superior  personal  cliai'acter  can  safely  he  claimed  f  u*  many 
of  the  early  settlers.    Their  enterpiise,  wi^deui  and  culture, 
gave  the  town  a  memorable  (Muinence  amouL:  the  sister  setth- 
ments  which,  before  the  close  of  the  centui-y,  surroundeil  it. 
The  names  of  Gilbert,  Foster,  Hale,  ^K  i-rlek,  Crcsby,  Tpham, 
Ayres,  Reed,  Hamilton  and  Hitchcock,  are  ^et  in  our  early  his- 
tory by  counsels,  acts  and  beneficent  public  intluenee,  whi(di 
•would  adorn  any  annals  and  en.-ure  success  to  any  ri-ing  sc-ttb*- 
iiient.    These  are  but  a  i»art  of  the  name-^  that  claim  the  grateful 
esteem  of  the  posterity  em-iclu'd  by  tlieir  endurance,  wi>dom  :uu\ 
sacrifice.    Each,  family  discerned  tin.. ugh  the  drepeniuL^  sha.lows 
now  settling  on  them,  sei'ius  ahno.-t  entitled  to  special  mentmu. 
The  municipal  acquirement-  found  anmng  our  fither>  ratiur 
surprise  us.    No  roads,  bridges,  or  large  city  from  N\liieh  to 
bring  the  implements  or  fruits  of  mecliani-^m  aide(|  them.     I  utd 
about  the  close  of  the  iormer  century  not  a  \\heel  vehicle  had 
passed  from  the  River  to  r>o>ton.     On  horseback  all  riding  was 
done  ;  and  as  horses  were  few,  the  ukvU  blind,  crooked,  rough 
and  i)erilous,  travel  was  slow  and  inliV(pient.     A  short  di-tancc 
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made  a  lonn;  and  jxM-iloiis  journey.  We  \von<lor  at  tlie  rapiti 
not  at  the  s/oio  growth  of  the  town.  The  cunturv  had  h.-m 
truly  a  prosperous  one.  The  town  was  well  a.lvancc(l  In  cul- 
ture and  mechanic  arts  at  the  close  oi'  it.  Seven  ^aist-niills. 
six  saw-mills  and  three  ful]inn;-niills,'-  were  counted  in  it  tun 
years  before  the  new  century  began.  "  Mr.  Jenks,"  says  an 
annalist,  "  besides  his  mills  prosecutes  the  hlacksniiths'  business 
largely,  and  has  two  trip-liannners  and  a  grindstone  carried  1)V 
water."  "Ellis  &  Company,"  he  add^,  ''annually  dre^s  about 
5000  yards  of  cloth  at  their  works."  They  had  reached  the  art 
of  coloring  scarlet,  equal  to  that  imj)orted,  an  art  which  lew 
in  this  commonwealth  have  attained  unto."  Earlier  is  narratrd 
the  establishment  of  "  one  of  the  first  wollen  tactories  ever  at- 
tempted in  this  country"  by  Joshua  Upliani  in  ITli^,  and  the 
bounty  offered  for  one  hundred  nmskets  manufaciuretl  in  the 
town,  show  a  remarkable  advance  in  those  traiKs.  Watches 
were  made  in  the  South  parish  by  Mr.  ICpliraini  Kinir-^bury, 
about  1799,  several  years  before  they  were  mad^'  in  Wore.  -i.  r. 
Mr.  Cyrus  Dean,  now  living  in  Brtioklield,"  learn-Hl  ids  trade  of 
that  watchmaker,  and  still  occupies  the  original  sli^p.  A  Print- 
ing Press  was  set  nj)  here  by  Isaiah  Thomas  of  W'oree-ter  in 
1794,  "  a  Printing  Mouse  and  Bookstore,"  he  ternx  d  it.  In 
connection  with  an  apprentice  nanifd  Waldo,  a  n*'Wvpaj."r  was 
offered  to  the  pui)lic  in  Se[)teniber  of  that  year,  called  "  '1  he 
Worcester  Intelligencer  or  Ih-ookfield  Advertiser."  This  name 
gave  place  to  "  The  .Moral  and  Political  Telegraph  or  In-.-.k- 
field  Advertiser."  The  ownershij)  and  title  were  again  changed 
to  The  Political  llepositoiw  and  l-'anner's  Journal,  by  10. 
Merriam      Co.,  179S."     \\u\  a  sliort  lite  was  the  poi  linu  of  the 

*  While  these  p  i-^-cs  urc  in  prv^s,  Mr.  Di'uu  died  ul  lirookticM,  Au-ust  l-n)tb, 
18GG,  aged  83  years. 


varied  experiment.     The  editors  strnnp'ly  ovcrlookc-d  lo(;d 
news;  or  what  are  now  items  of  inti  iv>i  liave  only  l.ric-f  men- 
tion.   Tlius;— "  Tnesday,  Marcli,  li's  17'.''.',  llic  Pr.-sitk-nt  of 
the  United  States  lodnjed  in  this  town,  on  'J'hursday  night  last, 
on  his  way  to  his  seat  in  Quiney."    No  more  is  said.    A  rc- 
puUican  qnietness  toward  di^mity,  truly  I    The  numlK  rs  1  liave 
seen  relate  very  little  of  aflairs  in  the  town  or  region.  The 
"business  and  bosoms"  of  tlie  iiilialtitants  are  vcrv  tlimlv  visihlc 
in  the  columns.    The  letters  by  Po>t,  howi-wr,  an'  all  i-uhlivh- 
ed.    The  office  Iiere  served  for  peoi)le  in  Paxton,  Jlanlwick, 
New  Braintree  and  all  the  Brookfields,  and  even  then  the  wrvk- 
]y  list  is  smaller  than  some  single  establishments  now  rccfivi-  in 
as  many  days.    To  the  honor  of  the  newspaj'fi-,  an  i-ntcrpri-ini; 
article,  a  column  in  length,  is  found  in  IT'.''.',  ad\ ncating  :md 
projecting  a  canal  from.  Wurccsfcr  to  ]^ri)vi'l>nr>\  11.  J.  Thirty 
years  after,  the  vision  became  a  reality.    lUit  ihouLih  the  news- 
paper failed,  the  printing  did  not.    Ehrnezc-r  Merriani  earrif<| 
on  the  business  of  printing  books,  etc,  for  fifty  yrar<,  dyinu"  in 
1858,  at  theao-eof  80.    That  'MM  intin-  Ilouseand  r.onk-ton- *' 
were  educators  for  all  the  region.    Many  of  n-^  renu-mlu'r  tbe 
curious  awe  felt  as  we  walked  bv  tli(>  l^ng,  low,  old  and  unpaint- 
ed  "PrintiufT  House."     A  mv.-terv  which  stinuilated  the  finest 
aspirations  of  young  and  growing  miiuls  was  up..n  it.    \\  ell  do 
I  remember  how  precious  a  single  eapilnl  1*  \n  a- e<teemr.l,  whi.-h 
a  lad  had  brought  from  the     house."    Th-  sj.iril  <»f  kuowle.lgi* 
seemed  to  lurk  in  the  dull  lead.    The  Inwu  i-^  indehted  to  the 
enterprising  man   who  kept  th;it   hun.M.'  lainj)  burning  lim* 
throucdi  all  those  years,  au<l  in  n.Mitiou  to  all  (»thrr  benefits, 
trained  and  sent  from  it,  that  trio  of  sou.  who  have  put  the 
whole  English  speaking  world  uud.-r  ohligatinus  bv  their  graml 
enterprize,  the  pnblieation  of  their  unrivalled   Dietlonary  of  the 
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Englisli  Lan!:i;iiagc,  ])y  Noali  Wubste-r  I  Tlicir  succ.-»..r  in  the 
art  may  be  creating  obligations  on  posterity  by  iVaniing  into  the 
printed  page  tlie  records  yon  are  now  perusing,  gratriul  iT;id.-r. 

For  tlie  early  settlers,  there  were  but  lew  physical  eonih.rt'^. 
Tlic  stern  necessities  of  life  were  very  seantily  softened  in  their 
pressnre  by  what  we  term  comforts.  Coarse  was  their  fare, 
rongli  and  scanty  their  garb,  and  very  rude  their  dw^-llin^s. 
AVhat  to  us  would  be  extremely  plain  food  v/as  nearlv  luxnr\-  to 
tliem.  The  scarcity  of  cattle  made  meat  unconnuon  in  tlie  diet 
of  the  early  inhabitants.  And  groceries,  as  we  term  them,  e<.uld 
scarcely  Lave  been  known.  Birch  bark  foi-  ])aper  and  a  iKn'of- 
tion  of  alder  bark  for  ink,  was  the  outfit  of  many  a  brave  itoy 
and  sprightly  girl  even  after  schools  were  established  by  law. 
Through  all  the  earlier  years  an  overshadowing  dread  oj-pj-e>M-d 
the  dwellers.  Menior}^  and  imagination  thronged  with  vi>i(.ns 
of  lurkin<i  Indians,  and  the  boundless  lorests  on  evei'v  siile  of 
them  Avas  indeed  a  land  shadowing  with  wings."  T\\v  how  l 
of  the  wild  am'mal,  the  inexpHeable  sounds  and  sights  eoming 
from  the  nnpathed  woods,  and  the  fd)ulous  terrors  told  ovrr, 
in  the  grim,  cavernous  chinni(>y  corners,  all  eonspir.  d  in  diiru>ing 
a  secret  and  oi)pressIve  dread.  It  was  a  r*  utury  <.f  gh<.-!ly 
'talcs.  The  traces  of  an  old  cellar  are  still  Ni-ibK',  \s  hen'  du.-It 
a  reputed  witch  wdiose  incantations  were  creduh^udy  n-eii-  d  in 
my  boyhood.  It  was  in  a  wild  ibre^t  far  from  ollu  r  dwellin-s. 
Imaginative  and  irreligious  people  felt  those  delusions  more  than 
otlicrs. 

But  an  intensified  social  tlepeiidcnci^  an>l  confidence  in  earh 
other,  brought  some  compensating  relicts.  Neighl)ors  valued 
each  other  in  a  mann(>r  unknown  to  u>.  They  ear.-.i  for,  pjo- 
tected  and  loved  one  another,  and  had  th.'  n«wards  of  it.  Few 
fiunilies  were  blighted  by  drunkenness  or  by  any  vice.     A  drunk- 
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ard,  or  a  broken  character  was  an  aMiorrcl  anoiiKilv,  we 
lieve,  for  the  first  fifty  years.  Life,  too,  was  lorii;  and  vi'_'-»>rou'<. 
In  1782,  a  I\Ir.  Green,  above  00  years  of  ai^e  followed  his  flftli 
child,  a  woman  in  her  C}2(\  year,  above  four  nnk-s  to  lier  f^ravc, 
"  riding  erect  and  steady  on  a  Hvely  liorse.*'  lie  died  in  Xev/ 
Hampshire,  above  100  years  old.  In  the  same  year,  17^2,  di..-d 
in  this  town,  Elizabetli  Olds,  in  hcj-  02d  year.  Sbe  counted  10 
children,  73  grand-children,  201  grcat-gnind-eliildi-en,  rind  two 
of  the  fifth .  generation  ;  two  of  lier  daiiglitei\s  beiriLT  ;^M-and- 
mothers,  making  a  total  of  her  descendants  2St»  ;  and  of  tliesc 
all  but  54,  or  2-32  were  livinir  at  the  time(jf  lier  decease.  Ab<tul 
the  time  above  mentioned,  the  last  snrvivor,  as  was  supj-jsi d, 
of  Lovewell's  fight  of  May  8,  172."),  was  li^•ing  here,  Mr. 
Thomas  Ainswortli.    lie  died  January  171*1,  aged  85. 

These  narrations  suggest  anotlKa*  feature  of  our  toNvns, — the 
burying  places.  The  world  over,  parcels  of  ground  de\  (.ti-d  as 
resting  places  for  the  dead,  are  found  ;  though  in  many  neigh- 
borhoods the  less  secure  and  less  natui-al  mode  of  private  or 
home  lots  are  seen  ;  and  generally  fr"Ui  change  of  occupants, 
fallen  into  unsightly  neglect,  or  on  tln  ir  ^\  ay  to  it.  Such  a 
burial  place  is  scarce  to  be  found  in  the  original  lirooktield.  In 
the  true  friendliness  of  fellow  mortality,  dust  mijigle^  with  du-t 
in  common  grave-yards,  rathei*  than  in  selti-.li.  i^nl.itcd  little  en- 
closures scattered  over  all  th(>  huub.  The  jdace  (•!"  the  earliest 
burials  here  is  not  known.  Tradition  indicate^  that  it  was  near 
a  road  coimectini'-  the  I'oster  Hill  with  tlu*  main  r(»ad  ea^l  ttf  the 
meetinghouse.  An  agi^l  citi/.eu,  Mr.  Telatiah  1 1  itchetK-k,  who 
deceased  some  years  ai:::o,  was  aecu^tomi  d  to  poiut  i>ut  the  gi\'ives 
of  the  six  men,  (slain  in  1710,  in  the  m- adow  Northeast  ol'  tin' 
present  Ivailroad  station,)  near  the  enti-ane,>  to  what  is  kn<»vvn 
as  the  old  Imrving  ground.     Two  nu  n  killed  hy  the  Indians 


67 

between  West  and  Nortli  P>ruoldlL-l(l  aiv  said  to  liave  U'cn  tlic 
first  buried  there.  One  tradition  i.<,  that  the  six  nu-ii  were 
buried  there  beeause  tlie  foi;  coneealcd  tlic  j)rocehsion,  as  pcoj.lc 
gathered  to  bury  tliem,  from  tlie  liuhans.  This  may  have 
determined  the  site  to  that  ground  ;  hut  the  rca])ings  of  ih-atli 
for  nearly  iifty  years  before,  nnist  havo  made  some  common 
garner  needful,  and  so  distinct  as  to  be  di-cornabh- till  now.  On 
this  account  I  douljt  llie  tradition  found  in  tin-  1 1  i-torii-;d  I  )is- 
course,"  and  mentioned  above.  The  old  ground  "  was  jirob- 
ably  the  first  and  onli/  ground.  There  was  no  such  diNjicrsioii 
as  the  note  referred  to  supposes.  Inhabitant^  were  licrc  all  the 
time,  and  graves  })oi-petu;dly  marl;  tlic  d\srlhn^  phicrs  of  www. 
Through  the  entire  forty  years  ]»recee(hng  the  la<t  century,  the 
living  were  here,  and  death  was  (h»ing  its  v.-ork  am«>ng  them. 

"At  a  le^i-al  me(;tin^'-  of  the  inhabitants  oi'  ]>roohfiel(b  on  the 
twent3'-fifth  day  of  October,  ITo*;,  Cap'.  Nathaniel  Woolc.i, 
Mod^  Voted  tliat  live  acres  be  staked  out  {uv  a  liurying  place 
in  the  Ministry  Ivott." 

"  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  Oommittee  to  stake  t»ul  i^ald 
five  acres." 

-  "On  Monday  y''  17  day  of  Ai)ril  IVtiO  (adji.urneil  to  the 
27th)  Voted  to  accept  tlic  ].lan  oi"  live  acres  as  it  was  staked 
out  by  the  Connnittee  and  planned  by  .M  i  .  .hi i:ir ,  Whiieomb, 
Surveyor;  and  ordered  that  it  be  put  into  tlu-  book  ol  Kecords. 
Said  five  acres  to  be  I'or  a  burying  place." 

There  is  in  the  book  a  Surveyor'^  sketch,  with  tl>e  boundary 
marks  given. 

In  the  warrant  for  the  Maieh  m-  rting,  1808,  tlic  riftccntli 
article  is  as  f  )llows  : 

"  To  see  if  the  t(uvn  will  fence  the  I'.urial  ground  in  the  third 
Precinct  or  grant  the  Lan.l  to  the  said  urd  I'rcciuct  and  allow 
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them  the  rents  now  due,  ni)on  condition  that  any  individual  uf 
said  Town  may  make  use  of  the  same  ;  or  otlierwise  to  do  and 
act  upon  said  subject  as  they  sliall  think  proper." 

Voted  to  refer  the  substance  of  this  articl.-  u>  Mcs.r^.  Thomas 
Hale,  Esqr.,  John  Gleason  and  Lt.  Rufus  Hamilton  as  a  Com 
mittee." 

March  13,  1800.  "  Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  Connnitt.v 
respecting  the  Burial  Ground  Ijeloiiixiiii;  to  this  'J\,wn,  aiul  that 
Capt.  Simeon  Draper,  Lt.  Jason  Ijii^elow,  Lt.  liohert  Gutler  he 
a  Committee  to  spend  the  money  now  due  tor  Keiits  of  said 
Burial  ground  in  building  and  repairing  the  feiiec  of  said  Lurlal 
gromid." 

The  following  is  the  re})ort  referred  to  in  the  -^th  artiele  (.f 
the  warrant.  (The  article  under  which  the  above  vote  v,:is 
passed.) 

".We,  the  subscribers,  being  aijjiointed  by  the  Iidiabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Brookfield  a  Connnittee  to  take  into  con-^iriiMalioii 
the  Propriety  of  the  Towns  fencing  the  burial  ground  in  the 
8rd  Parisli  in  said  Town,  or  grant  the  said  bui  ial  gi-nund  to  the 
said  3rd  Parish  with  the  Rents  which  may  b.'  now  due  to  said 
Tow),  agreeable  to  an  article  in  the  warrant  for  Mareh  nu'ct- 
ing,  1808.  Your  Connnittee  having  attended  to  tin*  business  of 
tlieir  apj)ointment,  ask  leave  to  report  as  our  Opinion  that  it  is 
not  expedient  to  grant  the  saitl  bui-ial  ground  to  tiie  I idi.d'itanis 
of  3rd  Parish,  as  there  are  many  Peoj.le  in  the  other  I'arishes 
that  have  buried  their  Friends  in  said  ground.  l>ut  wc  would 
further  report  as  our  o})inion  that  the  'J'own  should  as  soon  as 
may  be  convenient  compleat  a  good  Wall  a'ljoiuing  lh«'  post 
Road  and  make  a  good  and  convenient  gat*-  lor  P»'ople  to  pa.ss 
and  rei)ass  to  said  bin-ial  ground  and  al>o  to  rebudd  so  much  of 
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Fence  on  tlic  Kast  side  of  "^aid  Imrial  <toum(1,  as  may  l>e 
compleated  wltli  the  lieiits  now  (liu>,  and  the  Kmiaindcr  as  soon 
as  the  Rents  may  be  sulHciont  for  the  Pui-posts  whirh  is  sub- 
mitted. 

Tliomas  Hale, 
Kufii^  Hamilton, 
March  13,  1809.  John  (Jlcason. 

N.  B.    We  find  due  to  the  Town,  §03. 

The  affairs  of  the  present  centnry  ])n>i>(Mlv  bclon;:'  to  tlic  T/  i- 
cc7itC7inial  orator.  I  will  not  much  invadr  his  field.  Civillv, 
the  main  events  are  the  erection  of  tlie  three  prcrinrts,  of  iho 
former  centnry,  into  t/ircc  foirns/ii/js.  North  Hrookfield,  the 
first  to  separate  ])ai*ochially,  came  first  to  sej)arate  town  estate. 
The  first  recorded  movenient  for  it,  is  a  petition,  not  very  sti-oni:- 
]y  drawn,  or  honc)ral)ly  signed,  dateil  .Inne  iM,  ISKi.  faih  d. 
■  The  next  year,  a  much  I'nller  and  more  snital.le  p<'tition,  p- r- 
suaded  tlie  Leo-islature  to  con>titute  the  nreeinct  a  tow  n.  The 
act  passed  February  27,  1S12.  The  ft>rtunes  of  a  jtoliiiral  jMr- 
ty  were  so  much  de|)endent  on  the  success  of  the  j>la?i,  that  th«  y 
helj)ed  it  forward  very  efhciently.  T\\v  (li\at  liider  liail  ends 
as  hifdi  abo\'e  theii's,  as  the  heavms  aro  abo\  r  ih.-sc  hills.  He 
has  been  and  is  makiii^  those  ends  sure.  Tlit-y  failed,  in  the 
first  party  trial  after  th»,'  act.  The  tii--t  towu  meelinir  wa,s  heM 
Tuesday,  ?^hirch  10,  ISFJ.  Daiuel  (.illKii,  Esq.,  was  .Mod-an- 
tor,  i\Ios(^s  Bond,  I'own  Clerk. 

Immediate  prosperity  smiled  (»n  the  new  Town.  'J'he  manu- 
facture of  slices  for  distant  market^  h.-i^an  n-'ar  this  tim«',  <juiek- 
cnino-  all  the  ])ul>e>  of  indu^trv  ;  busviuLr  manv  hand>  before 
idle  ;  makim::;  a  market  Ibr  product*  of  the  >oil,  belore  Mnsah-.*bh', 
and  bv  •n-owinn-  ri'sources  dit]'uNiu-_:  the  culture  and  c«iinOirls  (•! 
life  to  an  extent  reacdied  in  but  few  town^.     .M.;ny  young  men 
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wore  drawn  fi-om  other  towns  and  states,  n-lvlncr  nundiors,  ctrt 
gy  and  cliaracter  to  tlic  town,  which  have  rai^  d  it  to  a  prai-;.,- 
worth}^  rank  among  lier  neigldjors.  Its  laR-  patriarrii  jKi-^tMr, 
Thomas  Snell,  D.  D.,  puljli^ht-d  sevci-al  narratives  of  town  and 
parish  history;  a  sermon  on  tlie  foitlcili  annivi-rsarv  of  his 
settlement  June  24,  1838  ;  a  sermon  on  tlio  fiftic-th  anniversary 
of  his  settlement  June  27,  18-18;  a  Historical  Skctrh  of  the 
Town,  May  28,  18o0  ;  a  Discourse,  containim:  an  lli^toii.  al 
Sketch  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  In  North  lirooklield 
one  hundred  years  from  its  organization,  May  'J^,  ]^'r2.  The 
local  history  of  the  town  has  hence  been  cjuite  well  cared  for, 
and  will,  w^e  trust,  be  more  so  in  future. 

In  1848,  the  two  remaining  parishes  fifier  a  romp.anion^hip  of 
nearly  a  century,  took  each,  tlie  forms  of  a  scjiaratt'  township. 
Both  held  their  first  town  meetings  Marcli  'JT,  1"^!^.  In  the 
original  settlement,  thenceforth  knov.n  as  \\\->t  Urookheld, 
Alanson  Hamilton  presided  at  the  first  m.-etiug,  Jacob  Dupee 
was  chosen  Town  Clerk.  This  meeting  was  oj.ened  with  prayer 
by  Rev.  Leonard  S.  Pai'ker,  then  pallor.  In  Dronkti-  ]d,  Ahr<  1 
llice  was  the  first  Moderator,  ami  Wa^hinglon  Tul'is  the  fir.^t 
To\yn  Clerk. 

Thus  the  ancient  Quaboag,  first  n  gfimmei-ing  plantation,  its 
light  almost  put  out  in  blood  ere  its  infancy  was  pas><ed  ;  then  a 
trio  of  precincts  or  eccdeslaslical  muuicipaliiie><,  showing  that 
religion  preceeded  in  importance  all  othcj-  jmblic  concerns  ;  thex* 
parishes  then  ripening  into  townsliips,  [\\\\<  coniph-te  I  in  two  cen- 
turies the  progress  from  the  most  elemental,  to  the  niaturest 
forms  of  civilized  life  under  r(>pul)lican  institutions.  Through  a 
wastino-  and  very  critical  revolution  throimh  much  internal,  as 
well  as  public  C(Mil!ict,  the  ance<tiy  and  the  posteiity  kept  a!i\c 
the  spirit  and  form  of  true  freedom  and  l!ie  siniph- chnrcli  polity 
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whicli  sliapcd  and  educated  tliat  freedom.  Tlie  ])lain  vital  doc- 
trines of  tlic  gospel  have  been  preaelied  ;  tauidit  in  fanill!-s,  in 
sabbath  schools,  and  in  the  social  intercourse  of  the  jjeoplc  ;  and 
patriotism,  education,  peaceful  and  cultured  social  life  have 
been  the  visible  results. 

Reverently  we  listen  to  the  wliisi)er  of  our  forefathers  as  the 
poet  utters  it : 

**  Blood  of  ours  is  on  the  meadow, 
Dust  of  ours  is  in  the  soil, 
But  no  tablet  casts  a  shadow 

Where  we  sUiniber  from  our  toil." 

But  better  than  any  tablet  with  its  shadow,  sball  be  tbe 
monument  of  our  unfaltering  fldeliry  to  the  n-li^ious  and  civil 
principles  which  made  them  the  men  they  were,  and  which  as 
faithfully  clierished  by  us  as  by  them,  will  ina];e  us  worthy  of 
them. 

You  will  expect  me  to  recall  a  grou])  of  three  reverend  men 
whose  lives  and  toils  so  remarkably  interblend  on  this  soil,  and 
in  the  yet  unwritten  history  of  this  generation.  I  mean  the 
pastors  Fiske,  Snell  and  Stone.  Hand  in  liand  they  art'  st-en 
together  through  the  larger  half  of  this  c-entuiy,  (the  wives  too 
•of  their  youth  beside  them),  until  tlte  last  in  thi^  grouj)  had 
added  to  our  historic  treasures  his  half-centui-y  s(Minon.  'Jlici'.- 
last  meeting  was  in  the  jmlpit  of  the  second  in  oi  »h'r  of  ago  and 
settlement  (now  the  sole  survivor*)  at  the  installation  of  his 
colleague,  Kev.  i\Ir.  Cushiu"-.  In  t!u^  reli"ious  lile  under  tlu  ir 
ministries  in  the  service  of  C-hrist, — in  stdiools, — in  domestic 
culture,  in  awaking  and  forming  the  mind  of  this  generatum, 
who  can  estimate  their  benetlcent  intluence. 

♦Thomas  SncU,  D.  D.,  diol  M;iy  4,  IStVJ,  ngc.l  87.  John  Fi>kc,  D.  D.,  did 
Marcli  15,  ISjO,  aged  84.  Uev.  Micab  fcJloue  died  September  21,  IbjJ,  in  tbc 
82ud  ^ear  of  bis  age. 
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Tlic  profound  Edmund  IjuiIu-  said  when  unc-icnt  opinions 
and  rules  of  life  are  taken  away,  tlie  loss  cannot  pus^il)ly  l>e 
estimated."  It  Ijeliooves  us  to  he  mindful  le-^t  the  remi>\  al  of 
our  ancient  men  "  efl'ects  the  extin<-il'jn  of  anei«-nt  opiniuns 
and  rules  of  life." 

As  we  began — so  will  \\q  close — ih mlfully  aceej)ting  the 
welcome  we  find  and  feel  Irom  each  other,  fjum  all  the  j)ast, 
and  from  the  scenes  amid  whicii  we  a-^sL-mhle. 

An  eminent  poet,  who  in  his  hoyhood,  dwelt  in  the  par>(»na<;o 
at  North  Brookfield  for  a  time  as  a  j)upil  to  his  uncle,  the  pastor 
abovenamed,  has  woven  into  verse  for  another  like  occasion,  the 
story  of  this  observance. 

*'  Two  huiuhcd  times  has  June  renewed 
Her  roses,  since  the  d:iy 
When  here,  amiil  the  lonely  v,oo<l 
Our  fathers  uict  tu  prny. 

BesiJe  this  gentle  ^^t^e^un,  tint  striycil 

Through  pathless  wuodhunl.s  tlu-n, 
The  culm  heroic  women  juayed 

And  grave,  un  l.uinted  men. 

Hymns  on  the  ancient  silence  broke 

From  hcarl.s  that  faltered  m-t. 
And  undi;^seml>ling  lips  that  .s(x.kc 

The  free  and  giiiMess  tlmiight. 

They  prayed,  and  thnnke<l  the  Mii^lity  Otic 

Who  made  their  hearts  .»^()  strong. 
And  led  tliem  towards  the  .«^etting  sun, 

lieyond  the  reach  of  wrong. 

For  them  He  nia^le  that  de-ert  place 

A  pleasant  heritage, — 
The  cradle  of  n  free  horn  race 

From  peaceful  age  to  ngc. 


The  plant  they  set— a  little  vino- 
Hath  ttritclie  l  it>  iMUghs  afir, 
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To  distimt         an.l  strciniM  that  sliiuc 
Ik'iKMtli  thu     L'uiii;^  btar. 

Ours  are  their  ficMs, — these  GeMs  thut  tuiilc 

Witli  vuiiinicr's  early  Howera  : 
Oh,  li  t  their  t■earle^:s  scum  of  ^^uile 

An<\  lose  of  truth,  he  our«  !  " 

Oi)K  by  W.  C.  Biyuut,  Ts.j,,  lor  tlic  lli-Centcuni  il  (.A-lehratiuii  at  Ilri-lh-y,  June 
8,  185"J. 
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APPENDIX. 


THE  TWO  CELELKATIOXS. 

An  observance  preliiiiiuary  to  that  of  1800,  was  licld  July  i'>d,  .1858. 
The  call  to  it,  and  the  Eeport  of  it  in  the  Boston  Journal  of  July  5, 
1858,  preserve  the  essential  record  and  incidents  of  it. 

BiiOOKi-iKLD,  Mass.,  May  22cl,  ISoS. 
DEAiiSin:    The  inuloisignod,  a  (^onnnittce  apiiointod  for  the  purpose,  by 
the  citizens  of  Brookfieid,  North  Broolclieiil,  and  ^Ve.sl  Broijkfield,  rcspccUiiIly 
invite  you,  with  your  family,  to  join  us  on  Saturday,  the  third  of  July  i\v.\[, 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  your  old  friends  of  this  ancient  town,  and  piirtic- 
ipatuig  with  them  in  the  celebration  of  our  National  Independence. 
Hon.  I^J.INY  MEKKICK,  of  Boston, 
IfoN.  DWIGIIT  FOSTER,  of  Worcester, 
SIMEON  DKABEK,  Esq.  ,  of  New  York, 
HON.  A:MASA  WALKEK  of  Norfh  Brookfieid. 
and  others,  will  address  us  on  the  occasion.    We  are  also  assured  of  a  room, 
by  IIox.  ClIAliLES  TIIUIIBEK,  of  Worcesicr. 

Dinner  will  be  provided  under  a  large  tent,  at  one  o'clock — Tickcl,s,  $1. 
Should  any  of  your  friends  who  feel  an  interest  in  this  meeting  fail  to  re- 
ceive an  invitation,  we  will  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  extend  one  to  them  in 
our  behalf,  as  it.  is  our  wi.>h  that  there  sliould  be  a  general  attendance  of  all 
connected  with  Brookfieid,  either  by  birth,  former  residence,  or  marriage. 

One  object  of  the  proposed  re-union  is  to  make  juvliminary  arrangement's 
for  a  Celebration  of  the  Two-hundiedth  Anniver.^ary  of  the  Settlement  of 
this  Town,  which  occurs  in  May,  1m''0. 

In  order  to  make  neces-ary  preparation  for  tlie  dinner,  we  will  tliank  you 
for  an  early  rei)ly,  (directed  t<;  the  Cliairmar.  ot'  thr  ]5rooktirid  C'onunittef .) 
giving  the  nauiert)  of  such  persons  as  may  v.  iah  to  join  in  the  feslivilic^  of  the 
occasion. 
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We  add,  that  freqnn.it  trains  of  cars,  upon  the  ^\•c^tc^l  K.  IL  will  Mop  ai 
this  place  duiin-  thu  day  and  ovenin,:;. 

We  liave  tlic  honor  to  be 


AAT^ON  KIMBALL 
FRANCIS  HOWK 
LKWIS  Alir.OTl' 
S.  W.  r.AMSTKi; 
PKRLKY  STF,Vi;\S 
LTJ'I'IIKR  STOWKLL 
OLIVKK  C.  FKLTON 
CALVIN  .fKNNlXrrS 
OTIS  llAYDKN 
E^IMONS  TWICIIELL 
ALFKED  RICE 


Very 


AMASA  WALKER 
DANIEL  V.IIITING 
HII.'AM  EI)S(»N 
CHAIILES  DI  NCAN 
^VILIJA^•  AHA  MS 

GK()|;(;e  h  i.owe 

ROYAL  I'ICKARI) 

EZRA  i;.vTriii:i.i.E[: 

LYSANHER  RREWER 
JAMES  H.  HILL 
UONUM  NYE 


ruspoctfully, 

Your  obedient  sorvanLs, 

ALANSON  nAMMTOV 
NATIIAMEL   l  YNUi: 
KLENEZEl:  MLRIMAM 
J'>nN  .M.  f  AI.KS 
AI  i.l  Sn  s  MAKM'KACK 
HUNE/KR  FA1I;|:KNKS 
l'A\  Hi  H.  (;LEASoN 
DAVID  L  M<.|;l:IL 
l:AVMt)NI)  (  I  \!MIN(;S 
GE(>l:(iE  \V.  LINCOLN 
WARREN  A.  VLAllC 


ANNIVERSARY  OF  AMERICAN    IND]:PENDrNCE  IN 
BROOKFIELD. 

.  [Fruiii  tlie  Doilon  Jouniul, July  ',,  ItwS.j 

The  town  of  IJrookfield,  hi  tlic  soulhwot  part  of  Worcester  county,  and  on 
the  line  of  the  Westein  JJaUroad,  was  the  earliest  soitlod  to\vn>hii»  in  thai 
county,  or  between  Marlboro'  on  the  K:ist,  and  Sprin-fiL-ld  on  tlu-  It 
was  settled  hy  a  company  from  Cape  Ann,  nndor  a  i;rant  ilat.-d  Mav  i?*.  ](>OK 
In  tlie  revolutionary  period,  Brookficld  was  a  town  of  ninch  nolo  in  that  part 
of  the  State;  but  though  now  a  town  of  much  enterpri.>-<^  and  thrift,  it  has 
been  outstripped  by  otlier  towns  possessing  inferior  natiu~d  advanUir;cN  and 
settled  long  after  the  date  of  the  Brookfield  grant.  Tlio  old  town  h;is  been 
divided  into  three— Brookfield,  Xortli  Brookfield,  and  Wot  Brookfield — con- 
taining a  population  of  2i)07,  'J.>07,  and  lof»o,  resi)ociivt'ly. 

A  grand  union  celebration  of  these  divi>ions  of  -  ih.-  good  old  town  was 
he]d  on  Saturday,  the  Jld  instant — one  object  of  wlilch  was  to  paw  the  way 
for  the  celebration  of  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  ^^lll^.•nlcnl  of  Iho 
town  in  KJGO,  for  which  extensive  preparations  are  even  now  set  on  foot,  in 
the  collection  of  all  interesting  facts  that  can  be  gleaned  from  the  ancient 
records  of  the  town. 

Many  nien  distinguislied  in  the  various  walks  of  life  were  born  in  T.rook- 
field,  and  a  large  nuniht-r  from  dillerent  parl>  of  llu' county  w ere  pie^enl  on 
this  occasion. 

The  nioi-ning  ol'  the;  fl'stiva!  day  opened  ver}  inauspicionvly ;  nnd  tlie  thun- 
dering of  cannon  and  ringing  of  bells  awoke  the  inhabitants  to  liml  the  r.\\u 
falling,  ^\ith  but  faint  piomise  of  ce>>alion,  without  regard  to  the  imj*.. riant 
and  inteiesting  jubilee  on  the  prom anmie.  Much  tli«»appointinenl  wan  felt, 
and  some  delay  was  oeeasioned  by  tiu->;  ami  the  innnber  of  leinrning  wan- 
derers l)y  the  morning  tiains  was  doiddless  considerably  decrea<o»l.  Di-lfg.v 
*tions  from  tin'  railroatl  station,  and  from  the  country  arouml.  hichiding  llic 
American  Engine  Company  from  West  Brookfield.  and  the  Bay  Stato  Knirino 
Company,  and  the  Challenu'c  (a  juvenile  conipany)  frotti  Knsl  UnM.klit'ld, 
were  received  by  the  Catarael  C'>nii'.uiy.  of  Urouklield,  aecom|s4ni«-d  by  ilond'.s 
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Cornet  Band  of  Boston.    Tho  chnrclios  were  thrown  open,  .and  many  took 

shelter  in  them  Tuitil  the  rain  was  over.    A  Uag-stall  had  been  erected  ou 

the  Common  the  previous  day,  170  feet  high,  expressly  for  tliis  occasion,  and 

the  sti'eamcr  from  its  top  was  anxiously  watched  until  the  wind  was  declared 

to  be  in  a  safe  quarter.    About  eleven  o'clock  the  rain  ceased,  and   the  day 

thenceforward   went  on  successfully.     The   word     ^YI0LCOME "  was 

stretclied  across  the  principal  street.    Several  other  devices,  which  liad  been 

ordered,  liad  not  been  received.    At  halt-past  twelve  the  procession  was 

formed  in  the  following  order: 

Geo.  E.  Cljpp.  Esq.,  Chief  Marshal. 
Aidb— Tyler  liosinaii  and  Uenry  L.  Mellen. 

ri«ST  DIVISION. 
Bond's  Cornet  Ennd— 20  pieces. 
Cataract  Engine  Company  of  llrookfield,  Capt.  Austin  II.  Moulton — 50  men. 
Committee  of  niuoktteld. 
Speakers  and  guests. 
,.   .  Ciiizeus  generally. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 
American  Engine  Company,  West  Lrookni  ld.  Ciipt.  C.  I!.  Sanford— 33  men. 
CuHimitlee  of  ^Ve^t  llrookficld. 
West  Brookfielrl  Glee  Club. 
Citizens  Generally. 

TIIIIJD  DIVISION. 
Committee  of  North  LronkOeld. 
President,  Vice  Presidents,  Chaplain,  &c. 
Guests — Citizens  Generally. 

FOUIITII  DIVISION. 
Bay  State  Tingino  Company,  East  Brookll'  ld.  Capt.  C.  K.  "Willarci — 30  men. 
Challenge  Engine  C-omjiany,  (juvenile).  East  liroukflelJ — Capt.  Emory  J.  Nichols — IG  boys. 
Guests  and  Citizens. 

The  procession  marched  through  the  iirincipal  streets,  making  a  good  aji- 
pcarance,  and  returned  to  the  Common,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  ladies, 
and  from  thence  proceeded  to  the  Tent,  where  dinner  had  been  provided. 

Tlie  I>iiiiier  in  tUe  Tent. 

Yale's  mammotli  tent,  240  feet  long  and  Go  feet  wide,  had  been  erected  on 
an  elevated  situation  near  the  village,  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  in  which  the  richly  cuUivuted  farms  of  intervale  and  high 
land,  the  Quaboag  river  and  the  Podiuic  pond,  and  various  interesting  locali- 
ties blend  to  form  one  of  the  richest  views  in  the  intcri(jr  of  Massachusetts. 
Dinner  had  been  provided  lor  twelve  hundred  people,  and  the  arrangements 
for  that  number  had  been  carried  out  in  a  highly  creditable  manner  by  Mr. 
E.  B.  IShaw  of  Palmer,  the  caterer  of  the  occasion.  Seventeen  tables  were 
arranged  across  the  tent,  besiiles  which  an  elevated  table  in  front  of  the 
Speakers'  stand  was  provided — occui)ied  by  the  speakers  and  invited  gue^ts. 
The  tables  were  ])rettily  laid,  and  amply  provided  with  substantial  provi>i()ns 
and  ornamented  with  bouquets  and  small  flags.  The  lent  M'as  quite  e.\ten- 
sively  decorated.  A  line  of  Hags  was  suspended  from  the  middle  of  the  tent 
the  entire  length.  All  around  the  outside  of  the  tent  was  festooned  with 
bunting.    From  the  two  end  poles  of  the  tent  hung  the  following  mottoes: 

From  the  north  end : 

Tea  Dcslroytnl  in  Boston  Harbor, 

Dec.  10.  ITOJ.  .  ' 


! 
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Tort  of  Boston  closcfl  hy  the  Enemy 
June  1.  1771. 
Washiii'_'t<.ii  ill  command, 
July  2.  177o, 
Evacuation  of  r.oston, 
March  17.  1776. 

From  the  south  end : 

Declaration  of  Imlcpendencc, 
July  4.  177<j 
Confederation  of  the  United  States, 
July  9.  177s. 
Surrender  of  Coniwallis, 

Octob.M-  19.  17  SI. 
Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace, 
September  3.  17S2. 

The  following  mottoes  were  arranged  before  the  speakers'  stand : 

"Forget  not  those  wlio  by  their  exertions  pecurod  to  you  the  Mobsini,'i  of  this  Day." 
"Our  national  honor  must  l>o  preserved  at  all  hiizanlii." 
"July  4th,  1770." 
(In  the  centre  of  the  stand.) 
•'It  is  henccfor\\ard  -what  the  dyin^'  Adams  prononneed  it — 'A  .L'ront  and  poorl  Day.'  " 
"Our  country  in  all  that  is  <;rea:  and  good — may  her  progress  ncTcr  cease." 

The  foJlowiiig  weic  arranged  in  the  rear  of  the  speakers: 

" Peace  with  all  nations." 
"John  lJulI  and  Uncle  Sain — May  they  ever  live  in  peace." 
"Governor  Winthro;..  It5.;i) — His  name  and  fame  still  live." 
'•  Washington — llie  fatlif-r  of  his  c>'uniry." 
(In  the  centre  of  the  stand.) 
"Our  fathers  trnstid  in  Thee,  and  Thou  didst  deliver  thrni." 
"Liberty  and  Union,  nov,-  and  forever,  one  and  inseparable." 
"God  bo  with  us  as  lie  was  with  our  fathers." 

Abont  nine  hundred  sat  down  at  the  table  at  two  o'clock,  Tlii?  was  a 
larger  number  than  had  been  anticipated  dnring  tlie  unfavorable  weather  of 
the  former  part  of  the  day.  The  Blessing  of  Heaven  upon  the  foa.'^t  picpareil 
was  invoked  by  Rev.  Dr.  Yaill  of  raliner,  and  the  sweet  time,  "Iluuie 
Again,"  was  sung  by  tlie  Glee  Club,  under  tbe  direction  of  Mr.  Kilward  Ham- 
ilton of  Worcester.  An  hour  was  then  very  pleasantly  occupied  in  disposing 
of  the  various  dishes  which  made  up  the  dinner. 

The  intellectual  part  of  the  feast  was  particularly  full  and  pleasing.  lion. 
Amasa  Walker,  of  North  Brookfndd,  presided,  assisted  by  the  following  \  We. 
Pn'sidents:  lion.  Francis  Howe,  O.  C.  Felton,  Abialiam  Skinner.  Aaron 
Kimball,  Esq..  of  Brookfield.  Hon.  Alanson  Hamilton,  Nathaniel  J.\nde, 
Esq.,  Ebenezer  Mcrriam,  of  West  Brookficld.  C'ol.  Wm.  Adatus,  Fiiny  Nye, 
Esq.,  of  North  BrookfieUl.  D.  L.  Morril,  llsq.,  of  West  Ihookficld  was  toa-^t 
master.  At  three  o'clock  the  attention  of  the  company  wascalleil  to  the  read- 
ing of  tlie  Declaration  of  Independence,  which  wa'i  read  by  I^ev..'^.  S.  Hunting 
of  Brookfteld.    The  company  then  listened  to  the  f^•^t  regtdar  toasi: 

37<e  Fo7irth  of  Juhj,  1770 — Tlie  memorable  day  in  the  liistory  of  the  Amer- 
ican nation.  Slay  its  anniversary  never  be  forgotti'ii.  and  may  the  l)l<\svings 
which  it  inaugurated  for  \is  be  si)eedily  secured  for  and  ciiioycd  by  er*  nj  person 
who  breathes  the  free  air  of  heaven  within  the  confines  of  this  licpublic. 

The  Band  res})undcd  v.ith  "  Hail  Columbia." 

I  loll.  Aln;^^^;^  W'nllioi', 

Of  North  Brooklield,  the  President  of  tlnMlay,  opened  the  ad(lrcs<:e«  of  Ibc 
occasion  by  speaking  of  the  early  hi>toiy  of  "  The  good  old  town  of  I'lroi'k- 
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field,"  wliidi  wnq  ?ottloil  in  1070,  long  before  any  oilier  sclllcmcnts  were  in.i.l*^ 
in  tliis  section  of  the  State. 

Brookfiekl,  h(»  said,  was  one  of  the  "old  towns"  of  the  Slate  in  1770,  and 
accordingly  toolc  an  active  part  in  the  deliberative  councils  of  tliat  tlujc.  She 
was  not  only  w\iil  represented  in  the  council,  but  she  was  also  prepared  f<>r 
war.  She  had  more  gunpowder  than  any  other  town  exci'i>t  Chari.-slown 
(tlie  amount  was  tluee  barrels)  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  more  Hrelocks 
than  any  other  town  oxcej)t  Lancaster,  lirooklield  was  not  lacking  in  patriot- 
ism to  make  use  of  her  means  of  defense.  Some  interesting  statistics  wrro 
given  of  the  means  of  defense  existing,  at  the  time  of  the  liovolution.  in  iho 
various  towns.  In  1781  there  was  a  season  which  tried  the  patriotism  of 
the  people  more  than  any  other.  W'lien  the  war  Wiis  still  raging,  ami  when 
the  general  government  could  not  rai^f  money  to  su])poi*t  the  troops,  the 
towns  and  parishes  were  appealed  to,  and  responded  nobly  to  the  appeal. 
The  precnict  of  Brookfield  voted  to  tax  themselves  lose)  pounds  sterling  to 
support  twelve  soldiers  for  three  years.  Corn,  at  that  time,  was  worth  only  L's. 
8d.  per.  bushel. 

The  names  of  some  of  the  noble  oiTicers  and  soldiers  from  llrookfieM  were 
honorably  mentioned.  There  was  a  man  living,  the  speaker  said,  who  could 
remember  when  more  business  was  done  in  l>rookMi>ld  than  iii  ^Vorccster. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  Mr.  ^Valker  then  e.\lend<'d  a 
cordial  welcome  to  all  who  came  to  reunite  in  this  festival.  After  a  very 
honorable  reference  to  Judgk  ^Mekuick,  that  gentleman  was  introduced  to 
the  audience. 

Xleiiiarliis  oT  .Tvicl  tJ.<'  1!M  eri'I<'lc. 

In  commencing  ho  tlianked  the  President,  and  through  him  those  present, 
for  the  kindness  witli  whi'-li  he  was  received  back  again  his  oM  home. 
Whatever  reason  there  had  been  for  any  who  had  ro-united  here  to-d.iy,  to 
leave  homes  once  lighted  by  ]>aternal  love,  they  could  never  be  forgotten. 
However  absorbing  or  exacting  a  man's  business  wa^,  the^e  old  memori.'S 
lasted  as  long  as  he  retained  his  senses,  and  sometimes  survived  them.  Tlu'V 
who  had  invited  those  present  to  come  here  to-iiay,  couUl  reailily  appnri.itc 
Iheir  feelings  when  they  returned  to  these  old  familiar  places — coming  to 
'  s  )ciate  witli  tlio-''  w\\'>  livl  a-.^ocMated  with  their  fathers,  or  those  who  had 
taken  their  places  in  the  town.  TIk;  welcome  extended  to  llu^m  would  always 
be  cherished  in  their  hearts— not  a>  a  formally  arrangi-tl  festivity,  but  as  a 
renewal  of  those  association^,  bei^uu  in  youth,  which  had  \tocn  so  long  broken. 

Assembled  as  they  were  on  the.  d.iv  of  our  national  indepenilonce — -ur- 
rounded  by  the  Hags  of  the  country,  and  mottoes  which  spoke  of  its  emanci- 
pation from  a  foreign  yoke,  topics  of  a  national  character  could  not  b«^  well 
avoided.  Since  July  1.  177';.  this  day  h.ad  lieen  regarded  with  joy  and  celo!»r.i- 
tions.  As  the  revolving  years  have  brou.:iit  around  this  day.  il**  praise  had 
been  sounded  from  countless  mouths  over  all  this  va^t  country.  Matiy 
rancorous  political  contests  had  been  waged,  and  many  dangerous  senliments 
ha<l  been  allowed  and  recognized;  but  on  this  clorious  .lay  all  had  united  in 
sentiments  for  the  perpetuation  of  this  country,  complete  and  in.scparabl«i 
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Succeeding  genei'ations  had  colcbratod  tlic  day  witli  excitements  and  loiul 
acclaniaiions,  and  it  was  well  tliey  did.  The  day,  whoso  anniversary  was 
thus  celebrated,  was  not  a  day  of  pomp  and  ceremony.  It  was  no  time  for 
that,  then.  It  was  the  tunc  for  action.  But  the  extent  of  our  country  and 
its  varioiLS  institutions,  need  all  the  warmth  of  patriotism  to  bind  it  together. 

All,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who  preferred  to  be  slaves  rather  than 
freemen,  united  in  the  maintenance  of  the  same  great  cause.  Commerce, 
agriculture  and  the  arts  united  together.  Towns  whicli  had  become  opulent 
by  trade  contributed  and  assumed  the  expenses  of  tlie  war  of  the  licvolution. 
This  was  not  all;  the  poor  gave  also — casting  their  whole  living  into  the 
support  of  liberty.  Historians  had  embalmed  the  memory  of  many  of  tlic 
prominent  actors  in  the  great  cause,  but  the  acts  of  their  companions  \vho  had 
sliared  equal  dangers  with  tliem,  but  in  less  prominent  positions,  were  being 
lost  to  us,  in  a  particular  sense.  There  had  beeii  but  little  dissimilarity  in  the 
origin  of  the  great  actors  of  the  ximerican  lievolution.  Putnani  wont  up 
with  the  soldiers  who  had  plowed  with  him  in  the  same  field — uneducatoil, 
but  bearing  as  brave  a  lieart  as  was  ever  carried  into  battle.  Greene,  in  Iiis 
early  Hfe,  was  familiar  with  the  forge  in  his  fother's  blacksmith  shop. 
Wasliington  followed  tlie  occupation  of  a  land  surveyor.  Brookfield,  said  the 
speaker,  herself  had  produced  patriotism  more  valuable  than  all  the  aiiriferous 
sands  or  seductive  placers  of  gold  piled  up  in  the  niountains  or  existing  in 
the  valleys  of  Calilornia,  or  of  the  world!  Broolvtiold  was  ahead  of  the  other 
towns  wlien  the  Itcvolutiou  Ijioke  out.  The;  audi(;nce  had  been  told  that  it 
Iiad  tliree  barrels  of  powder  wlien  the  war  comnn'.ncetl,  and  it  always  kept  it 
"  c?/-//,"  and  was  ready  to  use  it.  (Applause.) 

The  history  of  the  town,  except  in  ecclesiastical  and  parociiial  matters,  was 
but  imperrectly  recorded,  but  the  si)eaker  was  glad  to  learn  that  the  reapers 
in  tins  l)arvest  of  living  liistory  were  already  girding  themselves  to  bind  up 
the  sheaves.  Who  shall  say  what  names  sliall  grace  tluit  page  of  our  history. 
Let  the  work  be  done  as  faithfully  as  its  importance  demands.  The  names 
of  Ward,  Appleton,  and  Fiske,  leaders  in  our  Israel,  will  figure  there.  These 
considerations  should  be  deferred  till  that  more  appropriate  occasion,  the  two 
lumdredth  anniversary,  which  wo'uld  soon  be  celebrated,  when  the  children 
of  these  noble  men  would  pay  their  dearest  tribute  to  their  fathers'  memory. 
But  these  considerations  would  press  upon  us  now  as  we  hear  mentioned  the 
lionorable  names  now  represented  here,  and  those  that  hatl  been  sent  abroad. 
From  riymouth  Kock  to  the  Golden  Gate  of  the  l^acilic,  there  could  hardly  a 
place  be  found  where  some  representative  from  this  old  town  liad  not  rested, 
and  assisted  in  establishing  the  institutions  of  our  country.  In  other  lands 
lliey  liave  stood  alone,  and  nobly  represented  our  nation.  They  have  llimg 
out  the  flag  of  the  country,  and  defended  it  from  its  enemies.  Whati;v(M-  may 
liave  been  the  occupation  of  their  lives,  wherever  llieir  lets  l)ad  been  cast, 
ihey  would  dee))ly  sympathize  wilh  the  present  re-iilents  of  Brookfield  in 
tlieir  veneration  of  its  ancient  honor— and  when  the  proposed  centennial  cel- 
ebration was  heUl,  they  would  return  to  unite  their  voices  with  them  in  its 
J)  raise. 
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In  conclusion  Juilcro  :Nrr:::r.iCK  ofTcrod  iho  follov.inc^  sentiment: 
Br<  0  ■Jirlil—Jirookjliid  as  of  Old.    Peace  be  wilhiii  tliy  and  prosper- 

ity within  thy  gates  forever. 
Second  regular  toast: 

The  Mtmory  of  our  Disparted  Patriots  and  Statc'<mcn.  Their  cliaractcrs 
were  npriglit  and  manly— tlieir  motives  were  pure  as  the  sky  above  them. 
Their  fame  is  co-extensive  with  the  universe.  May  future  generations  emu- 
late tlieir  virtues,  practise  their  precepts  and  pay  homage  to  their  minds. 

In  response  to  this  sentiment,  a  dirge  was  performed  by  the  Band. 

Third  regular  toast: 

The  Constitution  and  the  Union.  May  the  wisdom  which  framed  the  one 
and  the  patriotism  wliich  secured  the  other,  by  the  Falliers,  be  perpetuated  in 
the  sons,  so  tliat  the  hilieritance  which  was  bequeathed  to  us  may  be  main- 
tained, the  pride  of  the  people,  the  glory  of  the  age,  and  the  example  fur  the 
world. 

Uon.  Wm.  ArPLKTOX  of  Boston  was  expected  to  l)e  present  and  respond 
to  this  gentiment,  but  disappointed  the  audience  in  not  being  present. 
Fourth  regular  toast: 

The  Sons  of  Brook  field.  Where  success  is  honorable,  tlierc  is  no  such  v.ord 
as/«i7. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Hon.  Simeon  Dk.U'EIi  of  New  York,  in  response  to 
this  sentiment,  lie  had  been  unexpectedly  detained  from  participating  in  tliis 
celebration  by  urgent  business.  Tlie  spirit  of  the  letter  Wiis  acconhiut  to  the 
words  of  the  toast,  and  was  highly  congratulatory  and  eulogistic  in  its  cliarac- 
ter. 

"  Auld  Lang  Sync  "  was  then  sung  by  the  Glee  Club,  with  excellent  ellect. 
Fifth  regular  toast: 

The  Patriots  of  Brookficld  in  177G — They  showed  their  patriotism  no  less 
by  their  self-denial  at  home  than  by  their  bruxcnj  on  the  battle  field. 

Hon.  DwiGJiT  Foster  of  Worcester,  descended  in  the  second  generation 
from  Brookfield,  which  was  the  residence  of  his  grandfather,  the  father  of  the 
late  Hon.  A.  D.  Foster  of  Worcester,  resi)onded.  Jlis  ancestry,  lie  said,  hail 
Hved  here,  and  their  graves  were  liere,  and  so  familiar  was  lie  with  the  jdaces 
of  mterest  in  this  old  town  that,  he  felt  he  had  .'is  good  a  right  here  as  any 
one.  He  referred  to  the  ancient  history  of  Brookfield,  reading  from  an  oM 
record  of  the  town,  of  curidus  interest,  showing  the  great  interest  and  zeal 
which  this  town  exhibited  in  .all  its  meetings  during  the  struggle  of  the  Kevo- 
hition.    He  then  olVercd  for  a  closing  .sentiment : 

Our  Forefathers  of  the  town  of  r,rookfn:td—'Sl:\y  we  cherish  their  mtMuury, 
imitate  their  virtues,  .and  equal  their  characters. 

Sixth  regular  toast. 

The  Veteran  Schoolmastir  o/ 17!)2  presrnt  with  us  on  this  occnsion.—Uo  has 
probably  taught  and  llogged  more  Brookfield  boys  than  any  other  man  that 
ever  lived.  The  remarkable  success  of  his  sch<»lars  in  after  life  bhows  that  his 
instructions  were  good,  and  his  discii)liue  judicioubly  apitlied. 
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The  veteran  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Kurus  Dodge,  wlio  is  85  years  of  age,  then 
stood  u\)  and  showed  hhiiself  to  the  company.  Mr.  Cary  of  St.  Charles,  Mo., 
Geo.  Hq-we,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  and  Wm.  Howe,  Esq.,  of  Brookfield,  resx^ouded 
briefly. 

Seventh  regular  toast. 

The  President  of  the  MassacMisctts  Senate — A  distinguislied  descendant 
of  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  most  respected  families  of  the  old  town  of 
Broolcfield.  He  has  served  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  and  in  the  legislative 
halls  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  both  with  the  fullest  approbation  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

This  was  brietly  responded  to  by  his  cousin,  IIenkt  Upiiam,  Esq.,  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Tlie  eighth  regular  toast — was  complimentary  to  the  clerg}'  of  Brooklield — 
their  learning,  piety,  success  and  longevity. 

This  toast  was  prepared  for  Bcv.  Dr.  Sni:l7^  of  North  Brookfield,  who  last 
Sunday  preached  his  sixtieth  anniversary  sermon.  He  was  not  able  to  be 
l)rcsent,  and  the  sentijiient  was  responded  to  by  IJev.  C.  OirsiEixa,  his  colleague. 
Four  pastors  were  named  whose  aggrt^gate  pastorate  liad  been  194  years.  The 
remarks  of  this  speaker  were  particularly  impressive. 

Ninth  regular  toast. 

The  late  Senator  from  the  Countij  of  Middleficx — A  descendant  from  one  of 
the  most  talented  and  brilliant  families  that  ever  lived  in  Brookfield.  We 
coiigratulate  Newton  and  that  county  upon  their  adoption  of  one  of  our 
sons. 

This  sentiment  was  happily  responded  to  by  the  gentleman  so  wannly 
alluded  to.  Dr.  Hitchcock  of  Newton.  He  spoke  of  the  county  and  town 
of  which  lie  w\as  a  resident — of  its  history  and  chivalrous  deeds.  He  spoke 
of  the  marked  devotion  which  Newton  sliowed  to  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the 
struggle  of  the  Bevolution.  There,  he  said,  labored  the  Apostle  Elliott;  there 
were  the  best  theological  institutions,  the  best  schools,  the  best  young  ladies' 
seminary,  the  best  ministers,  the  best  physicians,  the  best  lawyers,  the  best 
farmers,  the  best  mechanics,  the  best  firemen,  the  best  neighbors,  which  can 
be  found  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  after  so  long  an 
absence  he  joyfully  returned  to  greet  his  loved  friends  in  his  native  town. 
For  him  nature  had  never  spread  out  such  inducements  as  in  the  days  of  old, 
in  this  goodly  town.  He  was  unable  to  visit  them  often;  other  cares  and 
duties  occupied  liis  time;  but  he  loved  to  think,  wherever  he  was,  of  this  place 
and  those  dear  friends  whom  a  kind  Providence  had  so  signally  blessed. 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  Hitciicock  said: 

"We  have  to-day  visited  those  spots  where  our  ancestors  and  kindred  .^leep 
m  peace.  They  have  crossetl  the  river  of  death.  In  some  instances,  hardly  a 
broken  slab,  half  legibly  inscribed,  tell  us  where  they  repose.  How  silent 
their  resting  places!  So  it  will  bo  w  itli  us,  for  we  art'  soon  to  follow.  We 
are,  hke  thetn,  to  bid  a  last  and  long  fatewi  ll  to  loved  ones.  The  coUl  .sweat 
of  death  will  be  upon  our  brows;  the  gla/.ed  eye  will  be  unable  to  recognize; 
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tlic  palsiorl  toiigiiG  will  be  spcGcliloss ;  and  those  hands  cannot  return  the 
gentle  pressure  of  the  idols  of  our  liearts.  When  that  lionr  shall  conic  may 
we  be  ready,  so  that  tlie  cold  stream  of  death  sliall  be  to  us  but  a  rill,  and  may 
the  sweet  music  of  lieaven  break  upon  our  enraptured  ears,  destroying  even 
the  sting  of  death," 

An  original  ode  to  science  was  then  sung  by  the  Glee  Glut,  which  contri- 
buted largely  to  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion  by  its  sweet  music. 

The  celebration  was  eminently  successful  and  satisfactory,  notwithstanding 
the  bad  weather  of  the  morning,  and  the  clouded  sky  all  day.  Much  credit  is 
due  to  tlie  following  named  gentlemen,  the  Gommittee  of  Arrangements,  by 
whose  energy  and  enterprise  the  aflair  was  rendered  so  decided  a  success: 
Geo.  E,  Clapp,  Esq,,  Geo.  W.  Johnson,  Esq.,  A.  II.  Moulton,  Charles  Fales, 
Joel  Bartlett,  Tyler  IJosman,  Wm,  IT,  ]N[ontague,  Stillman  Butterworth, 
Henry  L,  INLellen,  George  Forbes  and  Pliny  Doane, 

The  great  kindness  and  hospitality  shown  to  our  reporter  merits  his 
warmest  regard,  and  speaks  nobly  for  the  citizens  of  "  the  good  old  town." 


THE  BI-CENTEXXIAL  CELEBHATIOX 

The  Celebration  of  18G0  was  auiiounced  to  the  public  by  the  Cir- 
cular following  : 

Beookfield,  March  15, 1800. 
'  Deak  Sik:    The  present  year  marks  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary  of 
the  Settlement  of  this  Town,  and  it  is  thought  desirable  and  proper  that  'the 
event  should  be  commemorated  in  a  suitable  manner. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  towns  into  which  the  an- 
cient townof  Brooklield  has  been  divided,  has  been  held,  and  the  undersigned 
appointed  a  Committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  occasion,  and  invite  the 
attendance  of  all  who  may  feel  an  interest  in  it. 

•  AYe  therefore  respectfully  extend  to  you  an  invitation  to  be  present  on  the 
Fourth  of  July  next,  the  day  lixed  upon  as  on  the  whole  the  most  eligible  and 
convenient. 

The  committee  are  especially  desirous  that  all  who  originated  in,  or  liavo 
been  residents  of  this  place,  should  join  in  this  Culebration, 

The  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Brookfield  are  scattered  far  and  wide  in  all  the 
Slates  of  tlie  Union ;  but  the  Committee  trust  they  will  be  hap]iy  to  come  to- 
gether on  an  occasion  so  fraught  with  interesting  associations  and  reminiscen- 
ces. 

The  first  settl'Mucnt  having  be.Mi  made  in  that  part  of  the  old  town  now  in- 
corporat/.'il  as  West  jhooklield,  and  the  site  of  the  hrst  ^Meeting  House,  the  old 
garrison  which  stood  successfully  the  Indian  Siege  of  1075,  the  Gilbert  Fort, 
and  the  first  Grave  Yard  being  also  in  that  section,  the  Conunittee  have  decided 
to  hold  the  proposed  celebration  in  that  town.    Key.  Lyma:^  Wuitinc;  of 
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Providence,  li.  I.,  1ms  been  invited  to  deliver  the  Address,  and  every  elTurt  will 
be  made  to  give  interest  to  the  occasion. 

A  large  tent  will  be  erected  ui)on  the  Commoji,  iu  which  the  services  will  be 
held,  and  the  dinner  be  provided. 

Tickets  to  the  Teut  aud  Dinner,  one  dollar. 


The  following  report  of  the  CelcLration;  is  copied  from  TJie  Mas- 
sachusetts  Sijy,  July  G,  18G0. 

The  morning  of  Wednesday'  July  4th,  opened  with  heavy,  foreboding  clouds, 
"which  however,  "in  honor  of  the  day,"  soon  broke,  and  the  siui  looked  dowui 
with  gladness,  shedding  splendor  on  the  whole  day  and  scene. 

Tho  decorations  of  Col.  Coals  were  hung  around  in  great  profusion,  mak- 
ing the  whole  village,  with  its  ueat  dwellings,  its  rich  shadowy  elms,  and  luxu- 
riant maples,  i-adiant  with  bunting,  parCi-colored  flags,  national  emblems  aud 
devices.  The  }iew  Town  JIall  was  bedecked  with  flags  and  streamers,  and  on 
its  broad  front  were  displayed  a  large  equestrian  design  representing  Wash- 
ington, with  the  goddess  and  cap  of  liberty  on  one  hand,  and  the  blind  god- 
dess of  justice  on  the  other,  while  below  were  arranged  the  coats  of  arms  of 
various  of  the  states.  Across  all  the  principal  streets  were  displayed  flags  of 
all  colors  and  devices, conspicuously  displaying  the  word  "  Welcome"  at  each 
entrance  of  the  vibage,  and  across  from  the  Town  Hall  was  the  inscription, 
"Welcome  Home,  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Brookfield." 

Many  }»rivate  dwellings  were  decorated  with  flags  and  evergreen  wreaths, 
as  well  a?;  patriotic  mottoes,  most  conspicuous  among  them  being  the  old 
tavern  opposite  the  Town  Hall,  with  the  inscription,  "  Hitcbcock  Tavern, 
1700."    The  Wickaboag  House,  near  the  depot,  was  also  tastefully  decorated. 

The  citizens  of  West  Brookfield  proceeded  at  0  o'clock,  under  tlie  escort 
of  tlie  Oakham  band,  to  Foster's  Ilill,  the  site  of  the  first  fortification,  Mhere 
they  were  met  by  the  citizens  of  North,  South,  and  Kast  Ihooklicld,  with  the 
Brookfield  Cornet  l)aiul,  and  marched  to  the  con)mon.  Here  the  final  pro- 
cession was  fv«rmt'd,  with  S.  I).  Cooke  as  chief  marshal,  and  marched  through 
the  village  to  the  grounds  of  E.  B.  Taintor,  Esq.,  where,  entering  under  a 
tasteful  birch,  bcurhig  the  inscription,  "  Brooldicld  incorporated  IGGO,"  they 


We  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Respectfully, 


Your  Obedient  Servants, 


AAr.ON  KHtBAL-L, 
FEANCIS  IIOWE, 
O.  C.  FELTUX, 
EMMONS  TWICnELL, 
LUTIIKK  STOW  ELL,  i 
A.  H.  MOI  LTUN. 
GEO.  W.  JollNhOX, 
H.  L.  MEL  LEX, 
GEO.  FORBES, 
PLINY  DOAKE, 


WM.  ADAMS. 
EZRA  BACIll^LLEE, 
C]L\]!LES  ADAMS,  JR., 
IIIRAM  CARJiLTII, 
I'LIKV  XYE, 
AMASA  WALKER. 
ROXUM  NYE. 
E.  D.  BACHELLER, 
T.  M.  DUNCAN, 
G.  B.  DEWINCI, 


ALANSON  HAMILTON, 
NATHANIEL  LYNDE, 
ALFRED  WIirj  E, 
JOS]AII  HEXSHAW, 

BAX't'EJ;  ];ai;xes, 

RAYMOND  CIMMLXGS, 

C}L\RLEs  E.  sMrru, 

JO] IX  M  FALLS. 
L.  H.  T110^rPS0N, 
S.  N.,WHFrE. 
G.  W.  LINCOLN, 
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proceedod  by  tho  lane,  which  wa^i  fDnncrly  the  old  stage  road,  to  the  old  buiy- 
ing  ground,  near  tlie  entrance  of  whicdi  stood  a  monument  inscribcnl: — 

"Erected  in  memory  of  John  White,  Joseph  Kcllog,  Stephen  Jennings, 
Benjamin  Jennings,  Ebenezcr  Ilayward,  aiul  John  Grosvenor,  \vho  were  killed 
by  tlie  Indians,  July  20,  1710." 

■'Thence  the  procession,  returned  across  the  old  Baldwin  place  to  the  street, 
under  an  ornamental  arch  inscribed,  "  IGGO.  The  day  we  celebrate.  177G,'" 
with  the  word  "Welcome    on  the  reverse. 

Arriving  at  the  large  tent,  which  was  set  up  at  the  east  end  of  tlie  common 
near  the  old  Fisk  store,  the  large  company  entered  and  com])letely  filled  the 
tables,  which  liad  been  set  for  twelve  liundred,  leaving  a  large  margin  for  out- 
siders who  did  not  caie  to  participate  in  the  dinner. 

The  meeting  being  called  to  order,  Am.vsa  Walkek,  Esq.,  appeared  as 
president  of  tlie  day,  and  hitroduced  the  venerable  Bev.  Dr.  Joseph  Yaill  of 
Palmer,  wlio  invoked  the  divine  blessing. 

The  gathered  host  then  spent  a  half  hour  in  doing  justice  to  the  ample 
viands  spread  before  them  by  the  caterers,  Messrs.  Cummings  and  Crowell. 

The  platform  was  appropriately  arranged  with  evergreen  mottoes  and  de- 
vices, and  set  out  with  bouquets,  which  also  ornamented  the  long  tables. 

Conspicuous  on  tlie  platform  was  a  banner  liaving  on  one  side  a  sketch  of 
an  ancient  meeting  house,  witli  a  gathering  Sunday  crowd  on  foot  and  on 
horseback,  in  the  oldon  style,  with  the  inscription,  "  Churcli  of  our  Fathers." 
The  reverse  bore  a  sketch  of  the  Indian  attack  on  the  fortified  house  in  1075, 
with  the  inscription,  "Attack  on  the  Last  House,"  and  "If  God  be  for  us, 
wlio  ca!i  be  against  us?  "  Other  inscribed  b;\nners,  which  liad  been  borne  in 
the  procession,  were  conspicuously  displayed  in  diHerent  parts  of  the  tent. 

Upon  the  platform  sat  quite  an  array  of  the  old  sons  of  Brookfield,  with 
gray  and  silvered  locks,  which  formed  a  dignilied  and  touching  picture  to  the 
view  of  the  audience. 

The  edibles  being  disposed  of,  the  president  of  the  day,  Mr.  Walker,  offered 
in  eloquent  terms,  a  welcome  to  the  sons,  daughters,  and  former  residents  of 
the  old  town,  to  this  historical  reunion.  Then  recurring  to  ICOO,  he  said  it 
was  the  time  of  the,  restoration  of  the  Stuarts,  one  of  the  daikest  and  most 
gloomy  in  Engli>]i  liistory.  Louis  XVY.  ^^■as  just  entering;  upon  his 
brilliant  but  desj)erate  career  iii  France,  and  thi-^,  -when  the  cau-^e  of  liberty 
in  Europe  seemed  ho])eless,  the  early  settlers  of  Xew  j-jii;huul  weie  planting 
the  institutions  of  freedom  in  the  new  world.  This  settlement  was  not  the 
mere  outgrowth  of  a  crowded  civilization,  but  an  independent  establishment; 
it  was  a  vine  planted  in  the  wilderness.  There  were  no  settlements  \\  iiliin 
tliirty  miles,  Lancaster  in  the  east,  and  Springfield  iii  the  west,  aiid  tlii<  \sas 
made  half  a  centin-y  befoic  any  neariM- was  aft(Mnpted — lifty-Nevt'U  }<'ar^  beioio 
Brimfield,  the  tiist  after,  and  eighty-nine  y(^ai-s  before  Ga]^h;uu,  tlie  n-  xt, 
while  th(^  ]>roud  eity  of  Worcester  was  slill  a  swamp,  and  Leiee-ter  liilK  \\■<•vi^ 
covered  with  wild  tore^t-^.  'i"he  gr(>at  i-(\isons  mIiv  this  was  nrule  >o  earl}  a 
point  for  settlement,  were,  first,  this  beaulilul  plain  was  open  ami  clear  of 
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trees,  anrl  all  ready  for  the  ciiUnre  of  the  Im.sbandmcn ;  second,  tlio  broad  and 
beautiful  meadows  oHbrcd  ample  su])pllc5  of  grass  and  bay  for  tbeir  slock; 
aiid  tbird,  tbe  beautifnl  poiids,  rivers,  and  brooks,  were  amply  stocked  witb  fisb, 
for  tbeir  earlier  and  later  wants. 

Remarking  fartlier  upon  tbe  ancient  glory  and  importance  of  tbis  town, 
above  otbers  near  it,  Mr.  Walker  introduced  tbe  Orator  of  tlie  day,  a  native  of 
Nortb  Brookfield,  tbe  Kev.  LTMA^-  Wiiitiko  of  Providence,  ]l.  I. 

Tbe  Orator  opened  witb  an  eloquent  welcome  to  tbe  gatbcred  sons  and 
daugbters.  Tlience  passing  on,  be  reviewed  tbe  attractions  of  tlie  place  for 
early  settlement,  and  sketcbed  tbe  recorded  liistoiy  of  its  occupation.  He 
called  attention  to  tbe  fact  tbat  it  was  largely  tbe  Saxon  desire  for  landed 
possessions  tbat  led  tbese  settlers  into  tbis  wildei'iiess,  really  a  land  specula- 
tion, tbat  led  tbe  western  emigrants  of  tbat  day  to  locate  in  tbis  western 
reserve, in  tbe  place  of  pusliing  furlber  ijito  tbe  distant  Illinois  of  tbe  Con- 
necticut valley.  He  dilated  in  eloquent  and  glowing  terms  upon  tbe  beroism 
and  daring  tbat  led  tbese  settlers  to  locate  at  tlie  cbief  seat  of  so  warlike  and 
fierce  a  tribe  of  Indians  as  were  tbe  Nipmucs. 

He  tbcn  brougbt  in  record  tbe  various  interesting  bistoric  facts  and  in- 
cidents connected  witb  tliis  settlement,  sucli  as  tbe  grant  to  tlie  original  cf»m- 
pany  fi  om  tlie  General  Court  in  1G60,  tbe  deed  from  tbe  Indians  in  1G05,  and 
tbe  memorable  and  fearful  events  of  tbe  King  Pbilip  war  in  1G75,  tbe  terrible 
events  of  wbicb,  as  tbey  transpired  in  d'etail  on  tbis  soil,  be  portrayed  in 
grapliic  and  telling  periods,  witb  occasional  bursts  of  impassioned  eloquence. 

After  tbis  be  came  to  tbe  earliest  sacred  records  of  tbe  town  in  its  organic 
capacity,  boUling  up  a  dilapidated  Tuanuscript  leaf  containing  tbe  first  record 
extant.  He  also  exbibited  an  original  deed  of  land  from  Ebenezer  Scott  and 
William  Scott  of  Springfield,  to  Tbomas  Barnes  of  Brookfield,  in  170C,  ad- 
dressed "To  all  Cbristian  PeopU^  to  wbom  tbese  presents  sbail  come,"  as  tbe 
earliest  survivhig  deed  of  land  in  tbis  town. 

In  reading  exti'acts  from  tbe  early  I'ccords,  many  of  bistoric  interest  were 
given,  ajid  many  of  curious  quaintness;  many  of  tbein  sbowing  tbe  bistoric 
cbaracteristics  of  tbe  early  cburclies,  and  tbe  bistory  of  tbe  various  early 
ch'.rgymcn  of  tbis  town,  wbicb  be  brougbt  to  tbe  present  generation,  tbis  bis- 
tory being  quite  full  and  complete. 

Tbe  following  is  a  specimen  from  tbe  town  records  of  1721 : — "Voted  to 
build  good  strong  plain  seats  in  ye  body  of  ye  meeting  bouse." 

Tbe  speaker  tbcn  reviewed  tbe  ])rominent  men  wbo  in  early  daj's  were  lo- 
cated bere,  speaking  of  tbe  Dwigbts,  tbe  TTpbams,  tbe  Posters,  and  otbers, 
attributing  to  Mr.  U})ba!n  tbe  building  of  tbe  first  woohMi  mill  on  tbe  continent, 
and  dwelling  at  length  upon  tbe  virtues  and  m'^ritorions  cbaracteristics  of 
Hon.  Jedcdiab  Poster,  and  bis  descendants,  to  tbe  late  Hon.  A.  D.  Foster  of 
tbis  city. 

He  tbcn  came  to  Ibe  records  of  tbe  Pevolution,  wbicb  are  full  of  patriotic 
transcripts,  one  of  tbcm  calling  on  all  tbe  world  to  witness  our  indignation 
at  tbe  importation  of  tea  to  be  peddled  out  among  us,  which  is  a  morc  deadly 
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poison  to  our  political  and  moral  constitutions  than  ratsbane  is  to  our 
physical." 

A  year  and  twelve  days  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  this  town 
voted  to  sustain  the  Colonial  Congress,  if  they  should  vote  to  dissolve  their 
connection  with  the  mother  country. 

A  few  specimens  of  the  "  Moral  and  Political  Telegraph,  or  BrooUfield 
Advertiser,"  which  was  publislied  a  few  years,  commencing  in  1704,  was 
exliibited— one  of  them  in  179G,  advocating  the  project  of  a  canal  to  Provi- 
dence, and  suggesting  that  books  be  opened  for  subscription,  among  other 
places,  at  Worcester. 

Also  a  copy  of  "  The  Political  Eepository  or  Farmers'  Journal,"  Volume  3, 
Nvunber  180,  published  at  Brookficld,  March  31,  1801,  was  held  up  to  vi<'W. 

The  oration,  which  occupied  nearly  two  hours,  was  full  of  liistoric  facts  of 
great  value  to'all  interested  in  the  town  as  well  as  to  the  antiquary,  and  occa- 
sionally leaving  dry  details,  the  orator  brought  out  many  glowing  eloquent  pas- 
sages, and  closed  with  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  three  venerable  clergymen  who 
were  so  near  contemporaneous,  and  who  each  lived  to  preach  to  the  churches 
of  their  first  love  their  half-century  sermons,  Pvev.  Mr.  Stone  of  South  Brook- 
field,  Rev.  Dr.  Snoll  of  North  Brookfield,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Fiske  of  Xew  Brain- 
tree,  quoting,  as  a  finale,  some  beautiful  lines  of  Bryant  appropriate  to  such 
an  occasion. 

Arrangements  v/ere  made  for  the  publication  of  this  valuable  history  of  the 
town. 

Blanks  were  distributed  through  the  audience,  to  be  filled  out  with  the 
names  and  other  statistics  of  all  the  sons  and  daughters  present,  for  imblica- 
lion,  with  the  address  and  other  proceedings  of  the  day. 

George  W.  Lincoln,  Esq.,  the  toastmaster,  then  read  the  sentiments  as 
follows : — 

The  Perils  and  Sufferinr/s  of  the  Early  i^ettlerft — The  price  paid  for  our 
civilization  and  freedom — we  will  not  forget  our  obligations. 

Jiroo/i-/?r'/c7— Forty-five  years  under  tutelage,  she  has  attained  to  her  major- 
ity, and  has  greater  reason  than  any  ancient  Spartan  of  being  proiul  of  her 
sons. 

This  was  responded  to  by  Rev.  C.  Cushing  of  North  Brookfield,  who  gave 
some  historic  sketches  of  the  past  sons,  with  coijipliinentary  notices  of  some 
of  the  more  recent  sons  who  had  distinguished  themselves  in  busi-ness,  in  the 
pulpit,  at  the  bar,  on  the  bench,  and  in  the  medical  profession,  giving  also  a 
list  of  the  college  graduates  from  this  town. 

J'he  M'nii^fri/  of  lirooJrficld — Noted  ibr  long  life  and  long  pastorates:  u\:xy 
their  succcsr^ors  enuilate  tbeir  virtues,  and  receive  in  like  measure  the  bless- 
ing of  their  Lord. 

Responded  to  by  Dr.  Lliakim  Phelps  of  Philadelphia,  forty  years  ago  pas- 
tor of  the  first  precinct  church,  ( West  Brooklielil,)  eloquently  setting  forth 
the  duties  niul  inlluence  of  the  ministry,  and  the  iuiportancc  always  set  upon 
it  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town. 
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The  Three  Brookfidds—JAke  the  three  graces,  all  beautiful,  and  so  Tiiuch  the 
more  for  the  contrast  and  variety  which  they  pre?(Mit  ;  may  they  never  cease 
to  vie  witli  each  other  in  all  iir^et'itl  and  lionorable  entcrin-ise,  as  well  as  in 
rendering  more  and  more  atti-active  their  iioniesteads  and  villages. 

Responded  to  by-N.  13.  Chambcrlin,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  (a  native). 

By  E.  "W.  Bond,  Esq.,  of  Springfield,  (a  native) : — 

The  Trl-Centcnnial  Anniicrmri/  of  the  Seiilemcnt  of  BrookfichJ — May  it 
dawn  upon  a  people  as  eminent  for  their  virtues,  their  noble  and  heroic  qual- 
ities, as  the  people  of  the  first  and  second  centuries  in  its  history. 

The  System  of  Free  Schooh,  esf.ahlishcd  by  ovr  Fathers — It  opens  a  straight 
and  imobstructed  pathway  from  the  threshold  of  every  abode,  however  hum- 
ble, to  the  highest  places  of  usefulness,  inllucnce,  and  honor. 

Eesponded  to  by  Bev.  Mr.  Burr  of  South  Brookfield,  sketching  the  Ij-isiory 
of  the  free  schools  of  Xew  England,  complinientiiig  the  early  connection  of 
the  schools  with  the  church,  and  regretting  the  tendency  to  separation  there- 
from. 

Our  National  Bonner — Wherever  on  the  eaith's  surface  the  eye  of  the 
American  beholds  it,  may  he  rejoice  and  have  reason  to  bless  it;  on  whatever 
■spot  it  is  planted,  there  may  freedom  have  a  strong  foothold,  humanity  a 
brave  champion,  and  religion  a  pure  altar. 

llev.  C.  M.  Cordley  of  "West  Brookfield,  pastor  of  the  original  Brookfield 
church,  responded  in  historic  and  patriotic  reminiscences,  and  instruction  as 
a  religious  civilian.  lie  spoke  of  the  number  of  members  of  this  chuix-h  who 
had  fallen  at  various  distant  points  of'  battle  in  the  struggle  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  nationality  of  this  llag,  and  closed  by  expressing  the  hope  that  it 
may  soon  wave  over  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  as  free  citizens,  whether 
black  or  white. 

A  letter  was  liere  read  from  Hon.  P.  Merrick  (a  native),  regretting  his 
detention  by  ill  licalth  from  this  celebration. 
The  following  letter  was  also  read : — 

BosTOX,  June  28, 

Gentlemen — Your  coinnuniication,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  two  hundredth 
anni,versary  of  the  settlement  of  the  town  of  Brouklield,  would  have  been 
sooner  replied  to,  I)nt  t\>r  the  hope  that  I  might  be,  able  to  accept  your  invita- 
tion, which  I  am  compelled  to  decline. 

I  Ijave  known  but  little  of  lirookfield  or  its  inhabitants  since  my  childhood, 
yet  I  feel  much  interested  in  the  place  of  my  nativiiy,  and  where  rests  the 
mortal  remains  of  my  much  beloved  and  respected  lather. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

^\^^t.  Ari»LKTON. 

Messrs.  Aaron  Kimball,  Francis  Howe,  and  others. 

N.  B. — I  enclose  a  check  for  one  hundred  dollars,  which  please  apply 
toward  the  expenses  of  the  celebration. 

Our  Boy,  En^l  Brookfield — A  promising  minor,  destined  soon  to  come  to 
his  rights*;  he  bids  fair  to  make  a  vigorous  and  honored  member  of  thc> 
old  family  of  Brooklields. 

Our  hoy  "  Witrroi,'"  vho  Irfl  his:  Pnrnif  and  set  up  for  hhnsclf  in  1711. — 
He  might  have  hovn  a  little  wayward  in  his  youth,  but  be  makes  ahkcly  man, 
and  does  honor  ti.>  the  present  age. 
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Kespondcd  to  hy  T.  M.  Duncan  of  Novlli  Brookficltl,  in  prose  and  verse. 

A  Purt  Clturch,  and  Free  Schools,  and  a  Coronuurnt  respomlhlc  to  the 
Pfoplu — Those  were  llie  grc;it  ideas  wliicii  brouuht  our  ialliers  lo  New  Eiig- 
laiul,  and  our  greatest  honor  will  be  to  liave  aided  in  the  development  of 
these  institutions. 

Rev.  W.  IT.  Beeehcr  of  North  Brookficld  spoke  to  tliis,  speaKing  of  tlie 
necessary  result  from  and  connection  with  the  free  schools  of  a  free  cliurch, 
and  a  free  government  responsible  to  an  intelligent  people. 

Shattoocl-rjnis,  the  Indian  Chief,  tcho  sold  Quaboar/  to  Ensirpi  Cooper  for 
three  hundred  fathoms  of  Wainpinn — He  doubtless  thouG;ht  he  made  a  good 
bargain  with  the  white  men  at  the  time,  but  if  he  were  here,  to-da^',  he  could 
not  buy  it  back  for  twice  the  money. 

By  Wm.  B.  Draper,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  (a  natiYc). 

Brookfield  Tivo  Hundred  Years  Ar/o — Then  only  one  town,  now  divided 
into  three  ;  may  they  lienceforth  become  as  one  in  all  that  elevates  liumanity. 

The  Early  Settlers  of  Brookfield — The  light  that  on  their  heads  two  hun- 
dred years  liave  shed,  shall  ne'er  grow  dim. 

By  Dr.  John  Homans  of  Boston,  a  native: — 

The  Ancient  Town  of  Brookficld — In  the  period  of  our  Bevolutionary 
struggle,  distinguished  for  her  patriotism,  and  for  her  liberal  coiUributions  to 
the  relief  of  lier  distressed  fellow-citizens,  and  always  honored  in  the  industry, 
enterprise,  and  intelligence  of  her  sons  and  daughters,  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  Three  CJirisfian  Pastors  of  the  Last  Century  in  Brookfield — Eiihraim 
"Wai-d  of  the  West  I'arisli,  Micali  Stone  of  the  Soutli,  and  Thomas  Snell  of  tlie 
North — three  shining  lights.  Two  of  them  are  already  placed  in  the  upper 
temple,  one  still  burns  with  the  golden  glow  of  a  saintly  old  age. 

Dr.  Jabez  B.  Upham  of  Boston  here  made  a  brief  speech,  giving  some 
interesting  reminiscences  of  the  Upham  family,  for  a  long  time  so  prominent 
in  West  Brookfield,  and  closed  with  the  following  sentiment: — 

Our  Descendants,  the  Sons  and  J)auf/hters  of  Brookficld  One  Hundred 
Tears  hence — May  they  incline  to  hide,  with  the  mantle  of  all-covering 
charity,  the  sins,  negligence  aiul  ignorance,  of  this  our  day  and  generation. 

j^Iaster  Banger,  the  Last  Surririnfi  Teacher  of  a  for)tter  Generation — May 
l\e  long  live  and  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  tliat  his  old  pupils  are 
behaving  well. 

■  Master  Banger,  a  veteran  of  seventy-five  years,  and  white  liair,  stood  up 
jflnd  practiseil  liis  old  scholar,  the  president  of  the  day,  in  the  ornament  of 
making  polite  bows,  whereupon  Bev.  Br.  Phelps  congratulated  him  upon  the 
proficiency  of  liis  pupil. 

The  Absent  Sons  and  Daucjhtcrs  of  Old  Brookfield. 

The  Mcrrianis  of  Sprinajlcld — The  enterprising  and  worthy  ]>ublishers  of 
that  great  "American  institution,"'  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary;  they 
are  sons  of  whom  Biookfield  is  proud. 

By  Geo.  Forbes,  Esq: — 

Old  ]>ronkfirld — She  lias  turned  out  many  brave  boys  and  modest  maidens, 
and  sent  them  to  prairie  and  town.    May 'she  continue  year  by  year  to  add 
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recruits  of  inxo  nianliood  and  womanhood  who  shall  he  living  epistles  and 
proof  of  her  worLh. 

Eev.  Hubhaid  Vrinslow,  D,  D,  of  liiooklyn.  X.  Y.,  made  a  ^hoit  speech. 

Judge  Danforth  of  New  York,  (a  native,)  seventy-four  years  absent,  spoke 
briefly,  also  Deacon  Josiah  Cary  of  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  (a  native). 

The  president  here  exhibited  a  note  of  the  Massachusetts  colonial  currency 
numbered  5G55,  and  dated  December  1,  1772,  for  tlie  amount  of  five  sliillings 
and  four  pence;  also  a  stone  pot,  of  Indian  manufacture,  of  tlie  capacity  of 
about  two  gallons,  which  was  found  in  the  earth  near  the  Wickaboag  pond. 

Conspicuous  upon  the  desk  was  also  a  lignum  vitse  mortar  and  pestle  that 
showed  a  long  and  ample  service,  with  a  card  reading  as  follows: — "This 
luortar  was  the  property  of  John  Ilowland,  one  of  the  Pilgrims,  who  laiuled 
from  the  Mayflower  at  Plymouth,  in  1G20.  His  descendant  in  the  fifth  gene- 
ration, Southworth  Howland,  resided  in  West  Brookfield  for  half  a  century, 
till  1843.    His  widow  and  surviving  sons  and  daughters  are  present  to-day. 

George  Howe,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  offered  the  last  sentiment,  as  follows: — 

21ie  Ladies  of  the  Three  Brookjields — Among  whom  may  be  found  those 
capable  of  acting  in  the  place  of  Victoria  herself. 

The  band,  which  had  through  the  whole  afternoon  interspersed  their 
music  with  tlie  other  exercises,  here  played  a  parting  tune,  and  tlie  gathering 
dispersed,  well  pleased  with  the  exercises,  and  having  never  before  assembled, 
never  expecting  again  to  assemble  for  a  centennial  celebration  of  the  settle- 
ment of  this  old  town. 
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CONCLUDING  NOTE. 


The  interval  between  the  giving  of  this  Oration,  and  the  printing 
of  it,  arose  from  many  and  comph'cated  causes ; — the  action  of  the 
several  towns ;  the  great  war  of  Southern  Eebellion ;  the  author's 
remoVal  to  a  distant  state,  etc.  etc. 

The  work  after  all  the  labor  and  care  spent  on  it,  will  come  short  of 
the  expectations  of  many, — of  none  more  than  of  the  author.  It  is 
reall}'  but  a  thread  drawn  through  our  multiform  town  history ;  not 
the  history  itself.  A  volume  would  be  filled  with  fragments  of  the 
great  story,  unwillingly  left  behind,  as  I  have  traversed  the  stern 
and  shadowy  realm  of  our  heroic  past.  Who  will  gather  and  pre- 
serve these  precious  traditions  and  fragments  of  record?  Now  they 
are  witliin  reach.    Soon  they  will  be  gone  past  recovery. 

Key.  Cuimstopiier  M.  Cordley,  sometime  pastor  at  "West  Brook- 
field, — now  deceased, — gathered  for  me  a  score  of  pages  of  capital 
traditions, — of  forts  and  roads.;  and  family  legends  of  the  Gilbert, 
Barnes  and  a  few  other  families.  They  are  a  choice  bundle  of 
local  archa?olgy ;  so  also,  are  some  pages  by  Joel  Jennings,  Esq., 
as  to  TvIason's  Kill  and  Forts,  at  Brookfield,  etc.  Also  a  fine 
sketch  of  his  father's  family,  and  extendetl  notes  of  several  other 
wortliy  households,  from  the  pen  of  the  Hon.  A.masa  Walker.  A 
few  pages  fi'ill  of  curiosities  as  to  North  Brookfield's  early  days  and 
ways,  from  Il-on.  Freeman  Walker,  betra}'  liim  as  ha\'ing  a  rare 
aptitude  for,  and  a  store  of  that  rich  legeJidary  lore,  M-bich  so  beau- 
tifies and  enriches  liistoiy.  A  few  other  scraps,  like  the  Sybil's 
leaves,  growing  costly  as  they  diminish,  await  some  patient  annalist. 
Not  long  will  they  wait. 

It  was  my  hope  and  purpose  to  edit  and  blend  into  this  print, 
these  treasures  from  the  past ;  as  also  notices  of  the  royal  men  and 
families  who  planted  these  towns.  But  that  would  be  forming  a 
voluviCy  which  was  not  the  service  to  which  I  was  calhjd ;  and,  se- 
lecting some  families,  to  the  neglect  of  xDthers,  would  expose  me  to 
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tlie  complaints^§  sensitive  survivors.  So  these  touching,  precious 
and  instructive  local  traditions,  and  the  fa^niJy  genealogies,  are  left 
to  some  faithful  lover  of  our  truly  heroic  ancestry. 

The  substantial  historic  frame-work,  I  am  happy  to  think,  will  he 
found  in  this  Oration, — which,  with  the  reverent  admiration  of  a  child 
toward  a  worthy  parentage,  has  been,  with  much  pains-taking 
drawn  up,  and  is  now  fraternally  presented  to  my  Townsinen  and 
Friends. 

To  those  now  living,  I  give  joyous  salutations  for  the  Tinges  in 
which  we  live ;  to  those  who  shall  come  after,  I  send  hopeful  assur- 
ances now  enjoyed,  of  a  day  radiant  with  the  glories  6f  which  our 
Fathers  saw  only  the  fainter  beams  of  its  dawn.  The  Redeemer 
in  whom  they  trusted  is  strong. 

LYMAN  WHITING. 

Dubuque,  Iowa,  February,  1SC9. 
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